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Friends come 
out and show 
support for Beth 
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Last Tuesday was a 
highly-emotional 
evening for 
Porthcawl mum 
Beth Margetson 
and her daughter 
Ffion (left) when 
supporters packed 
the Hi-Tide Inn for 
a fundraising night. 

GEM readers will 
be familiar with 
Beth’s fight to he 
prescribed a vital 
cancer drug. 

(For a full report, 
see page 27). 
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POLICE PLAN RESPONSE TO 
ARRIVAL OF RUGBY FANS 


POLICE will be 
carrying out a 
‘meet and greet’ 
operation in 
Bridgend town 
centre on Saturday 
night after Wales 
take on Australia 
in Cardiff. 

A police spokesman 
said: “Visitors will be 
given a warm welcome 


at the town’s railway 
station with a warning 
of ‘no entry’ if already 
drunk and a reminder of 
the consequences of bad 
behaviour fuelled by 
alcohol. 

“Revellers also face 
being turned away from 
individual premises if 
deemed too drunk by 
licensed door staff. The 
town’s network of 


CCTV cameras are also 
in operation to keep a 
close eye of any poten¬ 
tial trouble, enabling 
police to respond quick¬ 
ly” 

Police officers will be 
working with colleagues 
from the local authority, 
British Transport Police 
and Arriva Trains Wales 
to deliver the important 
message to reduce alco- 


' FREE Microchipping for your'’ 
dog from Dogs Trust^ 

Dogs Trust Winter Fair 

Dogs Trust Re-homing Centre 
Bridgend. CF31 4NG 

Sat 7th Dec 
11 am - 3.30pm 

For other free chipping events go to 

www.chipmydog.org.uk 

Bring your dog along on the day. 

For more information 

call Fran at Dogs Trust on: 07932 115 750 i 
or Nadia at Dogs Trust on: 07436 162 181 

Mobile rates apply. 

^fskabout reduced Wecan call you bacl^. 

^ost neutering too! 


* Offer open fo dog owners aged 18 or over regardless of benefif stafus. Offer subject to 
availability and resources of the cbarity. Please note that Dogs Trust does not currently 
fund any other veterinary treatment. No appointment needed. Dogs Trust recommends 
that all dogs especially puppies be vaccinated before attending our event. 

The Promoter: Dogs Trust, 17 Wakley Street, London, EC1V 7RD. Registered Oharity 
Numbers: 227523 and S0037843 
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hol-related violence and 
anti-social behaviour. 

Community Safety 
Inspector Ralph Harris 
said: “With Wales tak¬ 
ing on Australia at the 
Millennium Stadium on 
Saturday, a lot of people 
will be returning from 
Cardiff to Bridgend to 
continue their night out. 

“We will be working 
with partner agencies to 
meet and greet those 
who arrive in town on 
Saturday night and just 
remind them of the con¬ 
sequences of getting 
involved in trouble.” 

Local taxi companies 
have been contacted to 
encourage them to pick 
up and drop off passen¬ 
gers at the railway sta¬ 
tion, enabling a safe 
environment for drivers 
and customers. Portable 
toilets and extra waste 
bins are being provided 
to help keep the streets 
clean. 

Insp Harris added: 
“This early intervention 
is aimed at promoting a 
safe and enjoyable envi¬ 
ronment for the vast 
majority of people who 
want to come to 
Bridgend to have a 
good time.” 


Pupils from Pyle Primary School 
were at the opening of the new square 
in Kenfig Hill - please turn to page 29 
for more pictures and a full report. 


Award Winning 
Bangiadeshi & 
Indian Cuisine 


www.shampan.org.net 

Welcome To 

*19 


10 % 

OFF 

DELICIOUS 

TAKE 

AWAYS 



Early Bird 
Specials 

4 Course Meal only 
£8.50 per person 

Available every week - 
Mon, Tue & Thurs 5.30-7.00pm. 
Offer includes FREE glass 
of house wine/soft drink, 
dine in only. 

NEW Sunday Banquet 

Choice, Starter, Mains plus 4 other 
items ONLY £8.50. 

Children (up to 10) £4.95 

Wednesday 
all evening 

4 Course Meal £9.95 
5.30pm-11pm 


Book now for 
CHRISTMAS 
DAY DINNER 

Traditional 
Sunday Lunch 
or Indian Dinner 

£20 per person 

inc. glass of 

_ champagne 

Our MEAL DEAL SPECIALS 
are too good to miss! 

70 Eastgate, Cowbridge * 01446 771682/774590 

NOW OPEN: Monday - Saturday 12 noon-2.30pm; 
Sunday Banquet 12 noon - I I pm 

Open 7 days a week 5.30-1 2.00pm 
including Bank Holidays 
****Food Hygiene - Scores on the doors 
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Police IT 
technician 
takes prize 


AN IT student from 
Bridgend has been 
celebrated at a glit¬ 
tering awards cere¬ 
mony at The Skills 
Show, held in the 
NEC Birmingham. 

Joe Richardson (19), 
who trained at Bridgend 
College and now works 
as an IT technician at 
South Wales Police, took 
the bronze medal in the 
Microsoft IT Technician 
category. 

During The Skills 
Show, more than 700 of 
the UK’s most talented 
apprentices, employees 
and learners - including 
60 from Wales - battled 
it out in 70 competitions 
to be named the ‘best in 
the UK’ in their chosen 
skill. 

Joe Richardson said: 


TAKE a step back 
in time and enjoy 
the seasonal fun 
and festivities with 
a Victorian twist, 
as Bryngarw House 
and Country Park 
host its popular 
annual event ‘A 
Victorian 
Christmas’ on 
Saturday and 
Sunday, December 
14 and 15, between 
Ham and 5pm. 

The star of the show 
will be Father Christmas 
and he is looking for¬ 
ward to meeting all the 
children and hearing 
their Christmas wishes 
in his magical Bryngarw 
grotto. Each child will 


Did you 
know you 
can read your 
GEM online? 

bridgend- 

today.co.uk 



Joe Richardson wins 
a bronze medal 


“To win bronze and be 
presented with my medal 
in front of everyone at 
the LG Arena at the NEC 
has been amazing.” 


take a toy home with 
them to remember their 
special visit. 

Admission is free 
with a car park charge 
of £2.50 and charges for 
some activities will 
apply. All children must 
be accompanied by a 
responsible adult at all 
times. 

Due to this being an 
outdoor event it is 
weather dependent, 
therefore we advise you 
contact Bryngarw 
House on 01656 729009 
prior to starting your 
journey. 


ALUN MICHAEL, 
the Police and 
Crime 

Commissioner for 
south Wales, has 
agreed to address 
Porthcawl SHOUT 
Forum on Friday, 
December 6, and 
has entitled his talk 
“What’s the differ¬ 
ence”. 

This will consider 
the responsibilities of 
the commissioner and 
encourage discussion 
of his priorities for the 
future. 

Porthcawl SHOUT 
Forum meets on the 
first Friday of each 
month at Trinity 


Church, Porthcawl, 
from 2pm to 4pm. All 
are welcome to attend 
and especially so on 
this occasion. 

Much has been writ¬ 
ten in the press lately 
criticising the fact that 
nine out of 10 people 
cannot name the politi¬ 
cians who hold their 
police forces to 
account. 

That can never be 
said of Alun Michael, 
and his willingness to 
come to meet with the 
people of Porthcawl 
through Porthcawl 
SHOUT illustrates that 
point. 

CLIVE MORT 


Bois Goetre 
supports 'Not 

ON Saturday November 23, at 
their first annual gala concert, 
members of Bois Goetre Hen 
male choir, raised awareness of 
the ‘Not in My Name’ cam¬ 
paign, by signing a giant poster 
to pledge their support never to 
commit, condone or remain 
silent about violence against 
women. 


Hen Choir 
in my name’ 

The WI had presented choir mem¬ 
bers with white ribbons that were 
worn during the concert. 

Richard Howells, secretary of Bois 
Goetre Hen male choir, said: “We 
were delighted to join the nation in 
support of this important campaign; 
it is vital that men speak out on this 
issue to help create a cultural change 
so that violence against women 
becomes unacceptable. ” 


A Victorian 
Christmas at 
Bryngarw House 



MP promotes 
‘Digital Lives’ 
workshop to help 
disabled people 


MADELEINE 
MOON, the Labour 
MP for Bridgend, 
has thrown her sup¬ 
port behind a digi¬ 
tal project to sup¬ 
port disabled peo¬ 
ple to develop inter¬ 
net skills to prepare 
them for benefit 
changes. 

The Government’s 
new Universal Credit 
system, designed to 
replace the current sys¬ 
tem of working-age ben¬ 
efits and tax credits, is 
soon due to come into 
force. The moving of 
existing claimants on to 
Universal Credit will be 
done over the next few 
years. 

This will have an 
impact for disabled peo¬ 
ple, as everybody will 
now be expected to 
claim via the internet. As 
it stands, not everybody 
is able to access the 
internet, and some peo¬ 
ple do not currently have 
the suitable skills to sub¬ 
mit their claims online. 

Disability Wales has 
announced that it will be 
running a Digital Lives 
project to support dis¬ 
abled people to develop 


internet skills and to get 
them prepared for 
Universal Credit. 

They will be holding 
a workshop at the Best 
Western Heronston 
Hotel on Ewenny Road 
in Bridgend on 
Thursday, December 5, 
from 10am to 3.30pm. 

Places are limited, so 
to ensure attendance, 
anybody interested 
should email Tina. Evans 
@disabilitywales.org as 
soon as possible. 

Mrs Moon said: “I am 
very happy to support 
this initiative from 
Disability Wales and 
Digital Lives.” 

She claimed: 
“Disabled people are 
among those being hit 
hardest by this govern¬ 
ment’s changes to bene¬ 
fits, and it is so impor¬ 
tant that they have the 
skills to claim what they 
are entitled to in the 
future. 

“I would encourage 
anybody who will be 
affected by these 
changes to register for 
this course, and make 
sure they have the skills 
to claim when the time 


The Police 
Commissioner 
pays a visit 


NEWS FROM 
PORTHCAWL SHOUT 


Ghostly tales from Penyfai,,, 


THE village of 
Penyfai lies within 
the borough of 
Bridgend and has a 
population of 
around 2,000 resi¬ 
dents in our mod¬ 
ern era. 

The village itself 
belonged to the Court 
Colman Estate, which 
was built in 1776 with a 
manor house for the 
Llewellyn family, who 
dwelt there for many 
years. In fact, docu¬ 
ments from 1837 state 
that the estate was 
owned by Colonel 
Llewellyn. 

It had become a gen¬ 
tleman’s residence 
around this time, and 
had been renovated and 
extended throughout the 
generations of the family 
until it was sold in 1960. 

A smaller house 
named White Hall was 
then built behind the 
large church. Court 
Colman Manor was sub¬ 
sequently converted to 
accommodate guests as a 
hotel, appropriately 
called Court Colman. 

The parish place of 
worship, named The 
Church of All Saints, is a 
prominent feature of the 
village, and is Grade 11 
listed, along with the 
Church Lodge and 
School Lodge. 

These three were built 
between 1898 and 1903 
by Robert W Llewellyn 
from Court Colman 
Manor. This was 
because these buildings 
were at one time the 
entrance to the Court 
Colman Estate. 

Robert Llewellyn was 
a member of the Baglan 
family, who gifted many 
churches to the county. 
The Church of All Saints 
is a cruciform erection 
and local stone from the 
quarry was used for its 
creation, with a tower at 
its centre containing five 
bells. 

The churchyard has 
an ancient cross which 
was discovered within 
the walls of a farmhouse 


in 1930. It represents St 
Leonard in chains from 
17/18th Century. 

During the construc¬ 
tion of the main road 
through Penyfai, frag¬ 
ments of ancient pottery 
were found, together 
with coins, giving us a 
broader insight into the 
origins of this sleepy vil¬ 
lage. 

To the south of 
Penyfai village are two 
ancient wells; and to the 
north large masses of 
outcrop rock which have 
been documented as pre¬ 
historic monolith. 

The Tyn-y-Gam mile 
marker (or milepost) in 
Penycae Lane is also 
Grade II listed and dates 
back to Victorian times. 
It has links with the 
South Wales Railway 
and displays the distance 
of two-and-a-half miles 
to the main station in 
Bridgend. 

Another Grade II list¬ 
ed structure is the Gian 
Rhyd Railway Viaduct 
which overpasses the 
River Ogmore. It dates 
back to our industrial 
past and a plaque with 
the engraving ‘This 
bridge was erected in the 
year 1829 by Morgan 
Thomas, Laleston, 
Mason’ is nearby as a 
reminder of the toils of 
yesteryear. 

The Pheasant public 
house is on the south 
side of Penyfai, and is 
also Grade II listed. It 
was originally a 
medieval hall, parlour 
house and farmhouse 
from 15 th Century. It 
was also home to the 
Welsh Baptist Chapel, 
before being converted 
into a public house in 
1967. 

The quarry to its rear 
provided stone for build¬ 
ing in the area. 

Penyfai is also home 
to the only Dogs Trust in 
Wales, and serves the 
community well. 

With such a varied 
history throughout the 
years, Penyfai does 
seem to attract visitors 
of the supernatural kind. 


Members adapt 
to new venue 


ANOTHER month 
packed with activi¬ 
ties has been pro¬ 
vided for members 
of Porthcawl U3A. 

There had been some 
concerns expressed due 
to the sad loss of the Rest 
as their prime meeting 
place, but this has been 
well and truly surmount¬ 
ed as the new venues 
now being used around 
Porthcawl have already 
proved the versatility of 
this forward thinking 
organisation. 

Its members have been 
thanked by chairman 
Handel Davies for their 
ready response to the 
changes. Monthly lec¬ 
tures are being held in the 
Hi-Tide and recently 
members enjoyed a 
well-illustrated talk enti¬ 
tled ‘The History of Art’, 
provided by secretary 
Andrew Collier. 


Andrew had arranged 
an amazing array of artis¬ 
tic slides that traced the 
work and compared the 
many and varied styles of 
the great masters that 
also demonstrated his 
lifetime interest in this 
absorbing subject. 

Members were clearly 
enthralled by the wide 
range of artistic pictures 
displayed for their pleas¬ 
ure. Prom Rubens to 
Rembrandt and 

Gainsborough to Goya, 
and not forgetting 
Picasso, all were includ¬ 
ed in this enlightening 
and most enjoyable after¬ 
noon spent in good com¬ 
pany. 

If anyone reading 
these comments wishes to 
take advantage of the 
opportunity to join 
Porthcawl U3A, please 
ring 01656 783663 for 
further information. 


The startling appari¬ 
tions of two people 
dressed in white clothing 
appearing to hold hands 
seem to wander towards 
the milepost. Their shim¬ 
mering bodies rapidly 
fade into the distance 
and vanish in an extraor¬ 
dinary fashion. 

But who could this 
couple be, and are they 
waiting for transport that 
will never arrive? 

On rain-swept nights 
the silhouettes of a man, 
woman and child appear 
around the area of Court 
Colman. These figures 
seem intent on making 
their presence known by 
staring at bystanders in 
an impish way before 
vanishing through a 
solid wall. 

Could this family 
have been residents of 
Court Colman during the 
days of our past, desper¬ 
ate to guard their former 
abode? 

The viaduct stands tall 
among its surroundings 
and paints an empty pic¬ 
ture of a once busy rail¬ 
way line. The ghostly 
noise of an invisible 
train possibly does not 
recognise that locomo¬ 
tives ceased travelling 
along this track long 
ago. The eerie sound of 
this ghost train has been 
heard on many occa¬ 
sions, chuffing along 
aimlessly towards its 
now evaporated destina¬ 


tion. 

It is considered by 
locals to be lucky to hear 
the ghost train, a super¬ 
stition which many still 
believe today. One per¬ 
son alarmingly caught a 
glimpse of a phantom 
train, only for it to disap¬ 
pear at the blink of an 
eye. 

Do the spirits of yes¬ 
teryear still dwell on 
their hard labour by 
retracing the journey to 
what they believed to be 
occupational hardship? 

The terrifying feeling 
of being followed by an 
unearthly person trailing 
behind the living while 
walking around the mile¬ 
post has been felt, only 
for victims to realise that 
no physical person is 
there. 

Why would a spiritual 
entity want to prey on 
innocent victims from a 
world beyond their 
understanding? 

Eact or fiction? Only 
you can decide... 

There will be a Ghosts 
of Glamorgan film pres¬ 
entation on Tuesday, 
December 3 at 7.30pm 
in the Swan Inn, 

Nottage, Porthcawl. 
Admission is free and 
sandwiches will be pro¬ 
vided after the screen¬ 
ing. 

Hayley Williams 
hayley. williams550@ 
yahoo.com 


Home-Start opens 
first charity shop 


HOME-START 
Bridgend has 
worked with fami¬ 
lies in the Bridgend 
area for over 
10 years and it is 
opening its first 
charity shop on 
Saturday, 
November 30. 

The charity has taken 
over the former ‘Eorget 
Me Not’ shop at 26 
Caroline Street in the 
town centre and has 
appointed its first man¬ 
ager, Corallie Peck, who 
has considerable retail 
and customer care expe¬ 
rience. 

Geoff Hollett, a co¬ 
ordinator for the charity. 


said: “We feel our shop 
is a bit different to most 
of the town’s charity 
shops in that the money 
we raise is spent on fam¬ 
ilies in Bridgend. 

“It doesn’t go into the 
national coffers as is the 
case with some of the 
other shops. We try to 
make sure that as much 
of it stays within our 
community as is possi¬ 
ble.” 

The shop is still look¬ 
ing for volunteers and is 
pleased to take donations 
of clothes, shoes, bric-a- 
brac, books, and games. 

Staff will arrange for 
these to be picked up or 
people can take them to 
the shop. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL DECEMBER 5) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

28 Thur 

01.37 

7.6 

14.09 

7.9 

29 Fri 

02.48 

8.0 

15.11 

8.4 

30 Sat 

03.46 

8.6 

16.04 

8.9 

01 Sun 

04.34 

9.2 

16.57 

9.5 

02 Mon 

05.22 

9.7 

17.44 

9.9 

03 Tues 

06.09 

10.1 

18.31 

10.2 

04 Wed 

06.55 

10.4 

19.19 

10.2 

05 Thur 

07.43 

10.4 

20.05 

10.2 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table specif¬ 
ic to their location. 


E-Mail contacts: gemeditorial@tindlenewsxo,uk • gemsales@tindlenewsxo,uk • Tel 01446 774484 
Published by: Glamorgan GEM Ltd., 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge. CF71 7EL. 
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Cartoon characters hope 
to inspire school pupils 



ABOVE: The team of Enterprise Troopers - 
ready to nurture our future entrepreneurs. 


‘Claimant Commitment’ 
scheme is introduced 
to plan return to work 


A TEAM of new 
‘superheroes’ 
stormed a 
Bridgend primary 
school recently as 
part of a Welsh 
Government cam¬ 
paign aimed at 
nurturing entrepre¬ 
neurship in 
younger learners. 

Pupils at Ogmore 
Vale Primary School 
welcomed in four spe¬ 
cially created charac¬ 
ters known as the 
‘Enterprise Troopers’, 
who are on a mission 
to inspire five -to -11 
year olds and support 
schools in their devel¬ 
opment of entrepre¬ 
neurial skills. 

Enterprise Troopers 
‘Amy’, ‘Callum’, 
‘Rhian’ and ‘Owain’ 
have been visiting pri¬ 
mary schools across 
Wales. 

Ogmore Vale 
Primary School staff 
and pupils enjoyed a 
workshop with the 


four characters as part 
of a programme of 
entrepreneurial activi¬ 
ties already underway 
at the school in line 
with current curricu¬ 
lum guidelines. 

Acting headteacher, 
Mrs Julie Morgan 
said: “Ogmore Vale 
Primary School recog¬ 
nises the importance of 
promoting enterprise 
skills among its pupils 
as the small business 
becomes increasingly 
vital to the future 
Welsh economy. 

“In support of this, I 
have no doubt the 
Enterprise Troopers 
characters, with their 
colourful costumes and 
clearly defined charac¬ 
teristics for success, 
will inspire our stu¬ 
dents to do great 
things in the future - 
not least through their 
efforts in creating and 
running a new enter¬ 
prise as part of the 
competition itself.” 


NEW claimants to 
Jobseeker’s 
Allowance in 
Bridgend will now 
need to sign a 
‘claimant commit¬ 
ment’ which sets 
out fully what they 
need to do in order 
to receive state 
support - building 
on current support 
and providing clear 
information about 
the consequences of 
failing to meet 
requirements. 

There are more than 
1,700 people claiming 
Jobseeker’s Allowance 
in Bridgend. 

Work coaches will 
help claimants set out a 
detailed statement of 
what they will do to 
find work using a new 
personal work plan. 

Claimants will also 
use the plan to record 
what they have done. 
They will renew their 
commitment on a regu¬ 
lar basis. 

Employment Minister 
Esther McVey said: 


“The Claimant 
Commitment marks the 
start of a redefinition of 
the relationship between 
the welfare state and 
claimants. In return for 


A SPECIALIST 
nurse at Princess of 
Wales Hospital is 
passing on her skills 
to medical workers 
in Africa. 

Louise Ebenezer is a 
Parkinson’s disease nurse 
specialist (PDNS) at the 
hospital, as well as an 
honorary lecturer at 
Swansea University. 

Now Louise has run 
the first PDNS courses in 
sub-Saharan Africa, 
where there is very limit¬ 
ed access to the diagnosis 
and treatment of 
Parkinson’s. 


state support, we expect 
claimants to do all they 
can to meet their 
responsibilities to return 
to work.” 


Last December, she 
ran the inaugural course 
in Tanzania. It attracted 
nurses from Rwanda, 
Uganda, Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Nigeria and 
Tanzania. 

In September, she flew 
to Ghana for a second 
course, this time for nurs¬ 
es and doctors. They 
came from Nigeria, 
Ghana, Gambia and 
Sierra Leone. 

Louise said: “They 
know very little about 
Parkinson’s disease in 
sub-Saharan Africa. 

“The non-specialist 
doctors rarely see 
patients with the condi¬ 
tion and do not have the 
appropriate skills and 
knowledge to diagnose it. 

“There are very few 
neurologists. Patients 
have all these myths 
about it, but really they 
have no idea what 
Parkinson’s disease is. 
They often think their 
tremor is either related to 
the onset of malaria or 
alcohol-related.” 

Did you 
know you 
can read 
your GEM 
online? 
bridgend- 
todag.co.uk 


AM’s concern 
over Porthcawl 
policing policy 


REGIONAL AM 
Byron Davies is 
writing to Peter 
Vaughan, chief con¬ 
stable of South 
Wales Police, to ask 
for details about 
proposals to change 
the way Porthcawl 
is policed. 

Mr Davies said he had 
been made aware of 
plans to close the town’s 
1970s police station, 
leaving front line officers 
to clock on and off at 
Bridgend. 

He said: “I am aware 
that we no longer need 
police stations as much 
as we did in the past. It is 
possible that police could 
rent premises somewhere 
in the town where offi¬ 
cers can be based. 


“But if officers do 
have to clock on and off 
at Bridgend, I would 
expect there to be provi¬ 
sion to ensure that there 
is continuous police 
cover in the town, per¬ 
haps by staggering shift 
changes.” 

Mr Davies, who is a 
retired police officer 
himself, said that he will 
also be raising what is 
going to happen in 
Maesteg because of 
rumours that officers will 
operate out of 
Aberkenfig Police sta¬ 
tion. 

He added: “I need to 
get to the bottom of 
what’s going on with 
policing throughout the 
Bridgend area which is 
why I want to hear about 
these changes from the 
man in charge.” 


Church’s fitting 
tribute for a 
special lady 

TRINITY Church in Porthcawl has 
recently purchased a defibrillator in 
memory of Maureen Thomas who sadly 
passed away in December last year. 

Maureen was a very special lady, loved by all who 
knew her and no more fitting way could be found to 
honour her memory than the purchase of this 
machine, designed to save the lives of others. 

All groups using the church have been asked to 
nominate representatives for training and the first 
session took place this month with over 30 people in 
attendance. 

The church also wishes to acknowledge a dona¬ 
tion received from Brian Thomas Undertakers that 
helped to make this purchase possible. Trinity has 
again demonstrated its service to the community of 
Porthcawl. Well done Trinity. 

Clive Mort 


Parkinson’s 
disease nurse 
passes on her 
skills in Africa 


Talented Made 
is off to Chetham’s 
School of Music 



Made Wallis proves Wales has talent! 


ONE of the UK’s 
most prestigious 
music schools has 
plucked a rising star 
from Bridgend 
county borough. 

Archbishop McGrath 
pupil and council-run 
Bridgend Youth 

Orchestra member, 
Macie Wallis will be join¬ 
ing the Chetham’s School 
of Music in Manchester, 
after striking a chord in a 
recent audition at the 
school. 

The achievement is the 
latest in a string of suc¬ 
cesses for the 12-year-old 
violin virtuoso, who was 
the first primary school 
pupil ever to be selected 
for the Pour Counties 
Youth Orchestra, and she 
was also chosen to join 
the National Children’s 
Orchestra of Great 
Britain earlier this year. 

Discovering her audi¬ 
tion success was music to 
Macie’s ears. 

She said: “I’m really 
pleased to have been 
accepted into Chetham’s 
and can’t wait to meet all 
the other musicians. 

“I’d like to thank my 
teacher, Alison Evans and 
my Godfather, Mark 
Elton, who have both 
taught me for a number of 
years, - and my parents, 
who have always been 
really supportive of me 
playing violin.” 

Julian Wallis, Macie’s 
father, added: “All the 
family is really proud of 


Macie’s fantastic 

achievement; she’s 
always been a star in our 
eyes. 

“We’d also like to 
thank Chris King at 
Cardiff Violins who has 
been really helpful and 
always provided a profes¬ 
sional service, and the 
staff and musicians at 
Bridgend Youth 

Orchestra for their part in 
helping Macie to develop 
her talent.” 

Macie will be perform¬ 
ing in Bridgend Youth 
Orchestra’s annual 
Christmas concert later 
this year, before moving 
to Manchester to join up 
with her new school 
friends in January. 

Coun Lyn Morgan, 
Bridgend County 

Borough Council’s cabi¬ 
net member, said: “Macie 
has done brilliantly to be 
selected to attend 


Chetham’s. She has put a 
number of years’ work 
into improving her talent 
with Bridgend Youth 
Orchestra, and her dedi¬ 
cation and hard work has 
been instrumental in her 
inspiring development 
and success.” 

The headteacher of 
Archbishop McGrath, 
Rev Dr Philip Manghan, 
said: “I’d like to say con¬ 
gratulations - llongy- 
farchiadau - to Macie for 
her outstanding achieve¬ 
ment. 

“The last young person 
from the county borough 
to be accepted into 
Chetham’s also came 
from Archbishop 

McGrath. We’re proud of 
the school’s strong musi¬ 
cal tradition and are 
aware of how talented 
Macie is to have gained a 
place.” 


Twenty-nine new 
nurses at Princess 
of Wales Hospital 



PICTURED: Patient Ray Dixon with new nursing recruits 
Olivia Pritchard (left) and Bethan John. 


ANEW team of 29 
nurses has started 
work on the wards 
at Princess of Wales 
Hospital. 

Sian Hammett, 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital’s acute medi¬ 
cine lead nurse, said 
the 29 new recruits had 
completed their induc¬ 
tion and mandatory 
training and were now 
working on the wards. 

She said: “They are 
going to rotate between 
all the different disci¬ 
plines within medicine. 


in the same way as jun¬ 
ior doctors. 

“Over the next two 
and a half years they 
will spend six months 
on each of the four 
acute wards in Princess 
of Wales Hospital, and 
a further six months on 
its two rehabilitation 
wards. 

“A training pro¬ 
gramme has been set 
up for them in each 
specialism within medi¬ 
cine - stroke, respirato¬ 
ry, gastroenterology 
and diabetes. 

“This means they 


will have an excellent 
knowledge base which 
will enhance the care 
they deliver.” 

MP’s 

surgery 

HUW IRRANCA- 
DAVIES MP will be 
holding a surgery in 
Llanharry on 

Friday, November 
29, between 2.30pm 
3.30pm at Worgan’s 
Cafe, Ty-Islaf, 
Llanharry. 
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ST CLARE’S PUPILS DEVOTE 
A DAY TO CHILDREN IN NEED 


STAFF and pupils 
from St Clare’s 
School, Porthcawl, 
once again made a 
tremendous effort 
for Children in 
Need this year. 

A spokesperson 
said: “On Friday, 
November 15, pupils 
from the nursery, prep 
school and the senior 
school came to school 
in non-uniform and 
silly hats to help raise 
money for Pudsey 
Bear. 

“There were numer¬ 
ous activities arranged 
across the school 
throughout the day, 
with a grand total of 
£857 being raised. 

“Much of the 
fundraising was co¬ 
ordinated by members 
of the sixth form, who 
came to school in fancy 
dress and spent the 
day collecting money 
for the BBC appeal. 

“Visitors to the 
school may have been 
surprised to see the 
Teletubbies, Ali G, a 
sumo wrestler and 
Batman walking the 
grounds of the school, 


but it was all for a 
good cause! 

“During a special 
assembly, younger 
pupils had the chance 
to bid for a sixth for¬ 
mer to be their ‘Slave 
for the Day’. The win¬ 
ning bidders then 
became their ‘Masters’ 
instructing them to do 
any tasks they wished, 
from buying their 
lunch to carrying their 
bags all day! 

“For some of the 
sixth form boys the 
pain didn’t end there 
either. At lunch time, 
senior pupils formed a 
very long queue to be 
able to wax the sixth 
formers’ legs! This was 
a fantastic way to raise 
money, as well as the 
boys’ blood pressure! 

“Over in the prep 
school, there was a raf¬ 
fle and a cake sale, and 
pupils put their coins 
on a giant picture of 
Pudsey Bear, which 
was then donated to 
Children in Need.” 



Climate of cuts 
review of youth 


A BCBC spokesman 
said: “Nearly 9,000 
young people aged 11 to 
25 currently enjoy taking 
part in a wide variety of 
youth services in 
Bridgend county bor- 
1.1 • X • ough, such as going to a 

the public to pve centre learning 

new outdoor activities, 


CABINET mem¬ 
bers from Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council (BCBC) are 
reviewing youth 
services and invite 


their views on how 
they would like to 
see services provid¬ 
ed in the future. 


Who wants to build 
what and where? 


BCBC Parks and 
Playing Fields - 
Maesteg Welfare Park, 
Heol Ty Gwyn, 

Maesteg - One 8m high 
flag pole with 2m x Im 
green flag award sign. 
Mr Geoff Davies - 1 
Newton Nottage Road, 
Porthcawl - Fell 
Sycamore tree. 

Mr R Hopkins - 
Swyddfa, Bridgend 
Road, Aberkenfig - 
Change of use to 
office/training centre on 
ground floor and two- 
bedroom flat above and 
yard storage. 

Ynysawdre Community 
Council - Parish Hall, 
Bryn Road, Tondu - 
Install a disabled access 
ramp to exterior of 
parish hall. 

Mr Stephen O’Neill - 37 
Tymeinwr Avenue, 
Blaengarw - Construct 
new kitchen internal 
alterations, new WC and 
utility room. 

Mr Ali Karimi - Auto 
Solutions, Maesteg 
Road, Tondu - Change 
of use from car sales to 
hand wash. 

Mr Paul Smith - 44 
Beach Road, Porthcawl 
- Two storey extension. 
Mr Jones - 5 De Clare 
Close, Porthcawl - Flat 
roof garden store. 


Robert Hitchins Limited 
- Central Park, 
Western Avenue, 
Bridgend Industrial 
Estate - Proposed 
B1/B2/B8 units (outline 
application). 

Paddle Limited - Land 
rear of Salisbury Road, 
Maesteg - Erect five 
two and a half storey 
four-bed houses and 
seven two-storey four- 
bed houses. 

Valleys to Coast 
Housing - 1 Simpson 
Way, Pyle - External 
wall insulation including 
verge extension (affect¬ 
ing footpath 14 Pyle). 

Mr Eric Shears - 4 
Cadogan Street, 
Nantymoel - Two- 
storey extension to rear 
of property. 

Mr Andrew Henn - 12 
Osborne Terrace, 
Nantymoel - Double 
storey rear extension, 
loft conversion and side 
porch. 

Mr John Rees - 75 Pen 
y Mynydd, Bettws - 
Double storey side 
extension. 

Reserve Eorces and 
Cadet Association - 1 
Joslin Terrace, 
Bridgend - 

Construction of a single 
storey lean-to extension. 
Mr A Reed - Plot 70, 


Porth y Castell, Parc 
Derwen, Coity - 

Proposed alteration of 
approved dwelling to 
include rear conservato¬ 
ry. 

Bridgend County 
Borough Communities 
Directorate - Bridgend 
Crematorium, 
Simonston Road, 
Coychurch - Extension 
to furnace room to the 
rear. 

Mr A Borley - Plot 92, 
Castle Heights, Parc 
Derwen, Coity - 

Proposed alteration of 
approved dwelling to 
include rear conservato¬ 
ry. 

Mr G Evans - 11 The 
Retreat, Porthcawl - 
Vary condition 4 of con¬ 
sent P/11/203/EUL 
regarding bedroom and 
ensuite windows. 

Mr M Heanue - Land 
adjacent 3 Mill Lane, 
Bridgend - Construct 
new detached house and 
garage (resubmission of 
P/13/429/PUL). 

Redrow Homes South 
Wales - Former 
Christie lyier site, 
Abergarw Road, 
Brynmenyn - Reserved 
matters application for 
replan of plots 15, 16, 
31-33, 36, 37, 39, 48-51 
with layout updates. 


developing their skills on 
projects including the 
Duke of Edinburgh 
scheme, and being 
involved in youth 
forums. 

“As councils across 
Wales face huge budget 
cuts, funding for local 
youth services will also 
be reduced, so the 
review, which will 
include a public consul¬ 
tation, will help BCBC to 
consider the extent to 
which they can continue 
to deliver some of those 
services themselves, and 
which functions could be 
delivered through third 
parties. 

“Plans to develop a 
joint youth service 
between BCBC and the 
Vale Council are also 
being worked on, which 
would give the potential 
to pool resources, facili¬ 
ties, experience and tal¬ 
ent, and this review and 
consultation will help to 
shape the new joint serv- 

POTENTIAL 

Coun Huw David, 
cabinet member for chil¬ 
dren and young people 
said: “We want all young 
people to fulfil their 
potential and to play a 
positive and active role 
in society. To ensure that 
as many opportunities as 
possible are available for 
local young people, we 
are inviting local resi¬ 
dents to give their views 
so that we can get some 
valuable feedback about 
options for the future. 

“As a result of the cuts 
imposed by the UK 


leads to 
services 

coalition government we 
have to reduce the youth 
service budget by 
£310,000. This 39 per 
cent reduction in funding 
inevitably means that we 
need to develop new pri¬ 
orities and look at new 
ways of delivering some 
provision and working 
even more closely with a 
range of partners, includ¬ 
ing community groups 
and the voluntary sector. 

“We would also like to 
consider how to further 
strengthen the relation¬ 
ship between youth serv¬ 
ices and formal educa¬ 
tion. 

“The youth service 
also works with young 
people who have a range 
of issues including drugs, 
alcohol, crime, home¬ 
lessness, not going to 
school or attending any 
training, and unemploy¬ 
ment too. There is a clear 
emphasis from the Welsh 
Government, which we 
support, for public serv¬ 
ices to increasingly target 
the available resources to 
those who need them 
most, making the best 
use of youth workers’ 
skills, and what we offer 
will have to be revised in 
line with this.” 

Eurther information 
will be provided soon at 
www.bridgend.gov.uk to 
explain how residents 
can get involved in the 
consultation, and Coun 
David added: “We will 
want to hear especially 
from children and young 
people and we will be 
working with the Youth 
Council, school councils 
and other voluntary 
youth groups to seek 
their views.” 

Eollowing the consul¬ 
tation process, a further 
report incorporating the 
outcomes of the consul¬ 
tation will be heard by 
BCBC cabinet members 
in January 2014. 


Growing local 
choir is making 
plans for 2014 



David Burt, retiring vice chairman (left) congratulating his life¬ 
long friend Gareth Davies (right) on taking over the 
vice chairman reins, with chairman, John Gould. 



New choir vice president, John Morgan 
(right) was presented with his award by 
choir chairman, John Gould. 


AT Bridgend Male 
Choir’s Annual 
General Meeting at 
Bridgend Athletic 
RFC clubhouse, 
chairman John 
Gould welcomed 
members and 
expressed pride in 
progress on music, 
membership and a 
new practice 
venue. 

Musically, the choir 
took second place in 
Eebruary’s Majestic 
Male Voice Competition 
at Torquay, and a joint 
second place last month 
at the Isle of Man 
International Male 
Choir Competition at 
Douglas. 

He paid tribute to the 
choir’s excellent music 
team and in particular to 
musical director, 
Rhiannon Williams- 
Hale and accompanist, 
Stephanie Bailey. 

During the year, in 
addition to the competi¬ 
tion venues, the choir 
performed at Cardiff’s 
City Hall and St David’s 
Hall (twice); 
Bournemouth; 

Ilfracombe and 
Birmingham Town Hall, 
as well as many south 
Wales’ venues. 

The choir took part in 
more than 30 formal 
engagements, with any 
number of “social” 
afterglows. 

Among the charities 
to benefit this year were 
Prostate Cymru; Bobath 
Cymru; St John’s Trust, 
Bridgend; Stepping 
Stones Cancer Charity; 
NSPCC; Macmillan 
Nursing; Isle of Man 
Anti Cancer Charity, as 
well as a number of 
church funds. 

In terms of choristers, 
as many as 12 new 
voices have joined dur¬ 
ing the year, ensuring 
that the choir continues 
with its progress and 
brings joy for years to 
come to its audiences, 
congregations and sup¬ 
porters. 

With some 95 choris¬ 
ters, the choir is now 
among the largest in the 
UK. 

Chairman John Gould 


thanked the stewards 
and committee of the 
sadly closed OCLP 
Club for past use of its 
facilities, and enthused 
about the welcome 
received from Father 
William Isaac and 
church colleagues at St 
Mary’s Catholic 
Church, Bridgend, 
where the choir now 
practices on Thursday 
evenings, either in the 
church hall or church 
itself. 

A number of role 
changes are set to bring 
fresh impetus to the 
choir’s officers and 
committee. Librarian 
Gareth Davies has 
become the vice chair¬ 
man, allowing David 
Burt to again take on his 
preferred role of public¬ 
ity and media officer; 
assistant secretary, Jim 
Thomas becomes the 
new librarian, with ver¬ 
satile publicity officer, 
Tim O’Hagan returning 
to the assistant secretary 
role. 

Remaining in their 
roles are secretary, 
Gareth Reese; treasurer 
and assistant treasurer, 
Mike Price and Peter 
Davis respectively; reg¬ 
istrars, Alun Roberts- 
Jones and Alun Guile 
and committee mem¬ 
bers, Mansel Abraham; 
Brian Lewis and Geraint 
Hopkins. 

David Thomas, who 


travels from Caerphilly 
to sing with the choir, 
joins the committee. 

He replaces the retir¬ 
ing Dave Davison. The 
chairman thanked 
everyone for their per¬ 
sonal support and con¬ 
siderable efforts during 
the year. 

Before closing, treas¬ 
urer Mike Price was 
congratulated on joining 
a growing band of life 
members and choir stal¬ 
wart John Morgan was 
presented with a certifi¬ 
cate confirming him to 
be awarded a choir vice 
presidency. Both 
awards were well 
received from the 80- 
plus choristers present. 

With plans in the 
pipeline for spring 
2014, for a performance 
with entertainer Mike 
Doyle; plus concerts at 
Theatre Fwrness, 
Llanelli and St 
Leonard’s Church, 
Hythe, Kent, and a com¬ 
memorative tour to the 
Netherlands to plan, 
there is much to savour 
going forward for this 
ambitious group of cho¬ 
risters. 

To contact the choir, 
telephone secretary 
Gareth Reese on 07773 
170373 or email book¬ 
ings® 

bridgendmalechoir. co 
.uk. 

David T Burt 
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Local illustrator Rianne Rowlands shows off 
the commemorative mug she designed for the first 
50 members to use the library’s state-of-the-art 
‘self-service ’ machines. 


Shaun Craven from 
Brackla is the first 
member of public to 
borrow a book from the 
all-new Bridgend 
Library. 


Coun Lyn Morgan takes out In the March and 
Borderland of Wales by AG Bradley. 


Council offers support to 
transgender community 



BCBC’s equalities and engagement team and Swansea Council supported south Wales ’ transgender 
community at Swansea Sparkle, alongside Bridgend College Student Union LGBT Committee, and the 
Bridge Mentoring Plus Scheme’s ABFABBproject. 


BRIDGEND County 
Borough Council (BCBC) 
has reaffirmed its support 
to transgender people in 
the county borough. 

The council’s equalities team 
shared an information stand with 
colleagues from Swansea Council 
at ‘Swansea Sparkle’, an open 
day designed to break down the 
barriers between transgender peo¬ 
ple and the wider community. 


Organised by support group 
‘Tawe Butterflies’, the event fea¬ 
tured demonstrations, talks, infor¬ 
mation and support, and wel¬ 
comed transgender people from 
across south Wales and further 
afield. 

BCBC has also raised the 
transgender flag at the Civic 
Offices in Bridgend to mark 
Transgender Day of 
Remembrance, an internationally- 
recognised campaign commemo¬ 


rating people who have lost their 
lives to transphobia and transpho¬ 
bic hate crime. 

Coun Lyn Morgan, cabinet 
member for wellbeing, said: 
“Through marking these events 
and awareness days, the council 
is reiterating its stance that dis¬ 
crimination, harassment and vic¬ 
timisation against residents based 
on their gender identity or sexual¬ 
ity has no place in Bridgend 
county borough. 


Swanks £3,000 for charities 



ON Sunday November 24, I had the 
pleasure of presenting a cheque for the 
sum of £500 to Jemma Lewis for Tenovus. 

The money has been raised from a Sunday 
evening quiz held at The Swan in Nottage over the 
last five weeks. 

I host the quiz and was delighted with the gen¬ 
erosity of fellow quizzers. 

Since January the quiz has made £3,000 for eight 
different charities, which is an outstanding amount 
to help worthy causes. 

The money has been raised by donations of lOp 
for an incorrect answer and various other ways of 
raising funds. 

I would like to thank all who participated in the 


quiz, all the volunteers, my husband Andrew, Kay 
and David Boswell and Marion and Clive Jones, 
who collected the money, dealt out raffle tickets for 
correct answers and counted funds collected over 
the weeks. 

Sincere thanks also go to Dave Prosser for his 
pickled onions and beetroot. Thanks also go to the 
regular quizzers, people at the Swan Inn for their 
generous donations, and Merf for setting up his 
equipment. 

The quiz will continue at The Swan at 5.30pm 
every Sunday with the new charity being Ty Elis. 

Come along and join in the fun at any time dur¬ 
ing the evening. 

Hayley Williams, Porthcawl. 


THE new Bridgend 
Library has opened its 
doors for the first time. 

To mark the occasion, Coun 
Lyn Morgan, the cabinet member 
for wellbeing, took out a copy of 
In the March and Borderland of 
Wales by AG Bradley, the first 
book ever to be borrowed from 
the library’s previous premises on 
Wyndham Street in 1907. 

The first member of the public 
to borrow a book from the new 
library was Shaun Craven from 
Braclda, who took out 
Scandinavian thriller, Strindberg’s 
Star by Jan Wallentin. Tilly 
Grindell from Cefn Glas was the 
library’s first child borrower, 
choosing a Spot the Dog book. 

Vivian Guy, who was the first 
member to use the library’s new 
computers, said: “This new 
library is unbelievable. I’m sure 
that library members will be 
impressed with these new facili¬ 
ties and I hope that lots of people 
come through the doors.” 

As well as a new children’s 
space with thousands of brand 


new books, reading corners, and 
‘tablet’ computers on its ground 
floor, the larger, more accessible 
library has an extensive collection 
of titles for adults, work spaces, 
and extra computers upstairs. 

The new library also offers 
improved accessibility for all 
members. As well as wheelchair 
access, user-friendly colour 
schemes, a lift between its two 
levels, safer shelving and 
increased opening hours, two 
hours’ free parking has been 
introduced for all visitors to 
Bridgend Recreation Centre and 
new bus stops are currently being 
installed outside the centre with a 
route directly from Bridgend Bus 
Station. 

The library move forms the lat¬ 
est example of the council imple¬ 
menting the ‘life centre’ model at 
its leisure centres, which has 
already seen libraries successfully 
relocate into leisure centres in the 
Ogmore and Garw valleys. 

Coun Morgan said: “Opening 
the all-new Bridgend Library is a 
big development for book lovers 
in Bridgend county borough. It’s 


really pleasing that, at a time 
when other councils are scaling 
back their library services, we are 
able to open this incredible facili¬ 
ty through our partnership with 
Halo Leisure. 

“The life centre model has 
already been exceptionally popu¬ 
lar in the Garw and Ogmore val¬ 
leys, particularly with families 
and children, and the early signs 
are that these fantastic new facili¬ 
ties here in Bridgend are going to 
be another big success story. 

“The library has been packed 
with bookworms of all ages dis¬ 
covering its superb new facilities, 
from youngsters exploring the 
exciting children’s space on the 
ground floor, to grown-ups 
checking out the extensive sec¬ 
tion for adults upstairs.” 

To find out more about activi¬ 
ties taking place in the all-new 
Bridgend Library, contact 
Bridgend Library and 
Information Service on 01656 
754800, email 

blis@bridgend.gov.uk, or pop 
into the library and ask a member 
of staff. 


FREE LEGAL ADVICE 
FROM HUGH JAMES 


Stcpbrn Wrbbrr will br ^ your .rra to talk alxxjt 

• MedicAl ne^ti^ence claims ^ciudinj^ missed fractures, birth injuries, 
cerebral palsy, misHJiagrxisisarxJ surgical compikatKjns 

• Work place injuries including factory, construction, agricultural, 
fallir^ from he>ght and fatal accidents 

• Industrial illness intlur^irvg asbestos exposure, crystalline silica 
exposure, rriesothelioma. cancer respiratory disease and 
deafness 

Stephen wll be at Bridgend County Borough Coundl.Ovk 
Offices, Angel Street, Bridgend, CF31 4WB on the date listed 
below 



Mon 02 Dec 10am - 5.30pm 

No appoettment is necessary, we can also arrange free 
telephorve consultations and home visits. Contaa: 


Stephen Webber 
T OaOO 0938240 

E stephen.webber0)hughJanr>es.€om 
W www.hughjames.com/bridgend 


4 ^ 

HUGH JAMES 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl @ yahoo.co.uk 



Proposed 
Closure of 
Tynyrheol 
Primary 
School 
I ATTENDED the 
public meeting 
called by Bridgend 
CBC department 
of education on 
Tuesday November 
19. 

The meeting was 
attended by approxi¬ 
mately 100 members of 
the public in the school 
hall; during the meeting 
not one person spoke in 
favour of the children at 
Tynyrheol being moved 
to a new school at 
Betws. 

Firstly I would add 
that the school govern¬ 
ing body are in agree¬ 
ment about a new 
school building, but 
based on the site of the 
Richard Price 
Community Centre, and 


the new building could 
be used as the hub of 
the community, ie a 
new school and commu¬ 
nity centre as per the 
new school at 
Ynysawdre. There are 
car parking facilities 
and an open public 
playing field adjacent, 
with an overall head¬ 
teacher based either in 
Betws, Brynmenyn or 
Bryncethin. 

The points raised by 
concerned carers were 
as follows: 

There is no public 
transport service 
between Betws and 
Llangeinor. 

A number of pupils at 
Tynyrheol Primary 
School receive free 
school meals. If any of 
these children have an 
accident or are taken ill 
in the new school, it is 
unlikely that their carers 
could afford the bus 
fare to go to Bridgend 
and from Bridgend to 
Betws to collect their 


child. Certainly they 
could not afford a taxi 
fare to bring the child 
home. 

A number of carers 
of children at the school 
cannot drive or do not 
have a car, so their chil¬ 
dren would depend on 
others for transport. 

The Highways 
Department of BCBC 
has confirmed that the 
1.7 miles distance 
between the two 
schools has no safe 
pedestrian way for the 
children to walk to 
school. The road is nar¬ 
row, no pavements, lots 
of bends, restricted 
views for motorists - it 
is unlit and dangerous 
to pedestrians. 

Therefore it would be 
necessary for a school 
bus to be provided. 

The Department of 
Education representa¬ 
tives stated that the edu¬ 
cation of the children 
would be improved 
because of additional 
provisions at the new 
school, but because 
children from 
Llangeinor would need 
to catch a school bus, 
they are unlikely to ben¬ 
efit from these facilities. 

There are a large 
number of pupils at 
Tynyrheol Primary 
School who take advan¬ 
tage of the free break¬ 
fast facilities at their 
present school; these 
pupils are unlikely to be 
able to take advantage 
of any facilities in 
Betws because they 
would have to use the 
school bus. This is a 
Welsh Assembly initia¬ 
tive which at Tynyrheol 
has proven to be benefi¬ 
cial, not only to the 
children’s health but 
they are more alert dur¬ 
ing lessons. 

Tynyrheol Primary 
School at present runs a 
series of successful after 
school clubs which are 
regularly attended by a 
large proportion of chil¬ 
dren at each session. 
These children will lose 
out if they are depend¬ 
ent on a school bus 
service. 

Children attending 
nursery aged three 
upwards for two terms 
during the school year 
are part time; concerns 
were raised about safety 
supervision of these 
children on a school bus 
service. 

A local shopkeeper 
expressed her view that 
her shop would lose 
trade because children 
and carers would no 
longer be passing her 
shop when they go to 
school. She was con¬ 
vinced that she would 
have to make staff 
employed in her shop 
redundant. 

Llangeinor has lost a 
number of community 
services in the last few 
years and if the school 
was to go, Llangeinor 
will have lost the hub of 
its community. The 
school has been instru¬ 
mental in residents 
attaining a pride in its 
community. 

Brynteg 

Comprehensive 

School 

THE recent 16th south 
Wales regional schools 
cross country champi¬ 


onships for girls were 
held in Trelai Park, 
Cardiff. 

The school fielded a 
number of pupils in 
both individual and 
team events. In the sen¬ 
ior team competitions, 
the Brynteg quartet of 
Rosa Yates, Jessica 
Hegarty, Neve Pencil 
and Phoebe Pencil 
secured first place, 
beating Cowbridge 
School into the runner- 
up position and 
Llanishen into third 
place. 

In the under-13 girls 
individual, Brynteg’s 
Zoe Hann came in a 
very respectable 10th 
position out of a field of 
350 runners, and in the 
under-15 section Isabel 
Dodd finished in 12th 
place out of 170 run¬ 
ners. 

A proud Brynteg 
physical education 
teacher, Miriam 
Beckinsale, commented: 
“Brynteg School is very 
proud of these girls’ 
achievements and hope 
to see them progress 
further in this event.” I 
am sure they will, they 
are obviously dedicated 
runners. 

Ogmore Valley 
Male Voice Choir 

THE choir has recent¬ 
ly returned from a cul¬ 
tural exchange visit to 
Croatia, where they 
appeared in a series of 
concerts with local 
choirs and a visiting 
choir from Latvia. 

The host nation choirs 
performed their tradi¬ 
tional ‘Klapa’ music 
which is a form of tra¬ 
ditional a cappella 
singing in Dalmatia, 
Croatia, which origi¬ 
nated on the 
Dalmation coast. 

The choirs were 
based in the university 
town of Kutina which is 
about an hour’s drive 
from the capital Zagreb. 
On arrival at the choir’s 
hotel and following the 
welcoming evening 
meal, entertainment was 
provided by a local 
ladies’ foMore ensem¬ 
ble, dressed in colourful 
traditional costume, per¬ 
forming Croatian folk 
songs. 

The choir’s choristers 
soon joined the Latvian 
choir, with a series of 
impromptu songs which 
set the visit off to a 
rousing start. 

The next day there 
was a conducted sight¬ 
seeing tour of Kutina, 
which included a visit 
to the church at which 
the choir would be 
singing at the weekend. 
The choir then departed 
for the town of 
Karlovac which was in 
the front line of, as the 
guide described it, ‘the 
Homeland War’ and still 
bore the scars of the 


battles in the form of 
bullet holes in walls and 
damaged buildings. 

Relief from this diffi¬ 
cult period was then 
provided with an inter¬ 
national seminary on 
the history of ‘Klapa 
song’. The word Idapa 
translates as “a group of 
friends” and traces its 
roots to littoral church 
singing. 

The motifs in general 
celebrate love, wine 
(grapes), country 
(homeland) and sea. 
Main elements of the 
music are harmony and 
melody, with rhythm 
very rarely being very 
important. In 2012 
klapa was inscribed in 
UNESCO’s Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity. 

That evening, the 
choir took part in a 
musical evening under 
the baton of musical 
director, Eira Paskin 
and accompanied by 
Gareth Waite on piano, 
together with the 
Latvian and Croatian 
choirs, performing to a 
Croatian public audi¬ 
ence. In this perform¬ 
ance Ogmore Valley’s 
renditions of two 
Croatian songs were 
received with much 
appreciation. But the 
biggest surprise was the 
Croatian choir’s singing 
of the Welsh lullaby 
‘Suo Gan’ arranged in 
klapa style and sung in 
perfect Welsh. 

The choir will be at 
the Evergreen Hall, 
Bridgend on Thursday, 
December 5, entertain¬ 
ing people who have 
been affected and suf¬ 
fering from strokes. 

The choir rehearses 
at Canolfan Bethlehem 
Centre, Commercial 
Street, Ogmore Vale on 
Thursday evenings, and 
visitors will be made 
most welcome. 

Aberkenfig and 
District Women’s 
Institute 

EUNICE Williams the 
president welcomed 
members to the meet¬ 
ing on November 13 
and told the ladies 


they had a full after¬ 
noon in front of them. 

She went on to say 
that Pat Lewis would be 
retiring from her duties 
as secretary and her 
place would be filled by 
Dilys Mitchell. Pat has 
been secretary to 
Aberkenfig WI for 
many years and her 
hard work was much 
appreciated by all the 
members. 

‘Happy Birthday’ 
was sung to the only 
November birthday girl, 
Dorothy Thomas. 

Eunice then intro¬ 
duced Joan Jones, who 
had come to show the 
members how easy it is 
to make jewellery. She 
passed around examples 
of different types of 
semi-precious stones 
which the members all 
agreed were beautiful, 
and when made into 
bracelets, necklaces, 
earrings and bottle tags, 
were quite amazing 
with such a huge range 
of colours. A vote of 
thanks was made to 
Joan and hopes 
expressed that she 
would come again. 

Eunice then informed 
the members that she 
had a list of Denman 
courses for the New 
Year which members 
may be interested in, 
also suggestions for a 
taster day. 

The raffle was won 
by Maureen Pearce and 
Dilys Mitchell and the 
winner of the competi¬ 
tion for an item begin¬ 
ning with the letter ‘O’ 
was Mair Starr with a 
lovely owl ornament. 

The shopping trip to 
Marks and Spencer in 
Culverhouse Cross went 
very well. The seven 
members who attended 
the autumn council 
meeting in Port Talbot 
had a really terrific day, 
mostly due to Wynne 
Evans, the renowned 
tenor. 

The Jubilee Link 
social evening hosted 
by Laleston WI at the 
Archbishop McGrath 
Catholic School in 
Brackla was a great suc¬ 
cess, the choir ‘One 


Accord’ provided the 
entertainment for the 
evening, and everyone 
enjoyed a cup of tea 
after. Eunice thanked 
the tea hostesses 
Barbara Morris, Dilys 
Mitchell and Hilary 
Crocombe for their 
expertise with the 
teapots, and wished 
everyone a safe journey 
home. 

The next meeting of 
Aberkenfig WI will be 
on December 11. There 
will not be a speaker, as 
it will be the Christmas 
Party which is usually a 
lovely excuse to relax 
and enjoy a chat with 
other members. The 
meetings of Aberkenfig 
WI take place on the 
second Wednesday of 
each month at the 
Welfare Hall, Heol 
Persondy, Aberkenfig at 
2pm. 

The first meeting of 
the New Year will be on 
January 8, 2014. 

Bridgend Male 
Choir 

THE choir has a busy 
month ahead, starting 
with Wednesday, 
December 4 at 7pm. 
The Archbishop of 
Wales and Bishop of 
Llandaff will be offici¬ 
ating in a service at St 
Mary’s Catholic 
Church, Ewenny 
Road, Bridgend, and 
the choir will be there 
to help with the 
singing of the hymns. 

Friday, December 6 
at 7.30pm in the same 
venue, will be perform¬ 
ing in the annual friend¬ 
ship concert which also 
features the choir of St 
Mary’s Junior School. 

The choir rehearses 
in St Mary’s church hall 
on Thursday evenings at 
7.30pm and new mem¬ 
bers are always wel¬ 
come. 

Maesteg 

Children’s Choir 

THESE wonderful 
children who provide 
entertainment to mem¬ 
bers of the public will 
be putting on a special 
concert at Cwm Calon 
residential home, 
Maesteg on Monday, 
December 2. 

Tondu Primary 
School 

MRS Susan Pilcher 
the headteacher would 
like to welcome par¬ 
ents and friends of 
children in Mr Lewis’ 
class to join in the 
class assembly tomor¬ 
row, Eriday, 

November 29 at 
10.20am. They will be 
most welcome to enjoy 

League 

Arms had a friendly with 
Tyrisha Royals and took 
it seriously enough to 
beat them 56-36. 

Here are your four 
specials: 

1) What term is given 
to the tendency of an 
object to remain in a state 
of rest until an external 
force is applied? 

2) What links the fol¬ 
lowing monarchs - 
Henry I, John, Mary I 
and William IV? 

3) Which Australian 
who has played in 19 
Tests and 67 one day 
internationals played for 


a hot drink after and 
have a chat with 
friends or members of 
staff. 

The PTA will be 
holding the Christmas 
fayre tomorrow, Friday, 
November 29 at 3pm in 
the Meadow Street 
school hall. The school 
choir will be providing 
entertainment and there 
will be a large variety 
of stalls and, of course. 
Father Christmas will 
be in attendance. 

The next event in the 
primary schools’ cross 
country competition for 
children from years 3 - 
6 will take place on 
Saturday, November 30 
at Cynffig 

Comprehensive School. 

This is open to any 
child who would like to 
run a short course along 
with pupils from other 
schools. The first race 
will be at 10am and it is 
all over by 11am. 

Mrs Pilcher would 
like to congratulate 
everyone on their 
efforts to raise money 
for Children in Need. 
The school was able to 
donate the magnificent 
sum of £397.65 to the 
charity. 

Tynyrheol 
Primary School 
MR Martin Griffiths, 
the headteacher, would 
like to thank everyone 
involved in the recent 
art day at the school 
which raised £40 for 
the Blue Balloon char¬ 
ity, and for the gener¬ 
ous donations received 
for the Children in 
Need charity, which 
raised £150. 

Due to the recent dis¬ 
aster in the Philippines, 
the school hopes to hold 
a fundraising event in 
the near future to raise 
money for this worthy 
cause. 

Maesteg 

Comprehensive 

School 

A CHRISTMAS Fete 
will be held at Maesteg 
Comprehensive School 
on Wednesday, 
December 4 from 3pm 
to 6pm. 

The event includes a 
range of stalls featuring 
a wide variety of busi¬ 
nesses, recreational 
activities suitable for all 
ages, and other tradi¬ 
tional pieces, including 
a raffle and a visit from 
Father Christmas. 

results 

Essex in the 2007 sea¬ 
son? 

4) How many British 
Prime Ministers served 
during the period of the 
Second World War - ie 
from September 1939 to 
August 1945? 

A Rudge (for Quiz 
League) 
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Medical 
company 
to expand 



Mackworth manager Lee Reeves and 
managing director Neil Smith. 


A GLOBAL mar¬ 
ketplace awaits 
Bridgend-based 
sling and hoist spe¬ 
cialist Mackworth 
Healthcare Ltd, as 
the company looks 
to capitalise on a 
sharp rise in export 
activity over the 
past 12 months. 

Led by managing 
director Neil Smith, 
who succeeded 
Mackworth’s late 
founder Dennis Pearson- 
Love in November 
2012, the company has 
had a bumper year - 
helped in part by the 
launch of Mackworth’s 
newest ‘Forest’ sling 
range, created earlier 
this year with support 
from the Welsh 
Government. 

A Welsh Government 
Innovation Voucher of 
£6,155 awarded in early 
2013 enabled the com¬ 
pany to build a special¬ 
ist test rig from which 
the new range was 
developed. 

Mackworth has seen 
a 500 per cent increase 
in turnover over the past 
year, resulting in the 


creation of 20 new posi¬ 
tions in 11 months. A 
further eight to 10 
vacancies are also set to 
follow in 2014, thanks 
to a substantial order 
book for both UK and 
export markets in 2014. 

Mr Smith said: “2013 
has been a tremendous 
year for Mackworth 
Healthcare Ltd thanks to 
the investments we have 
made in new technolo¬ 
gies as part of our 
wider, ongoing R&D 
strategy. 

He continued: “By 
the end of this financial 
year, the business will 
be approaching a 500 
per cent increase in 
turnover since acquisi¬ 
tion last November, with 
ten per cent of that cur¬ 
rent turnover represent¬ 
ed by our export statis¬ 
tics as of today. 

“We also expect this 
export percentage to 
increase a further 20 per 
cent by this time next 
year, however, and most 
importantly are predict¬ 
ing a rise in headcount 
to almost 40 staff at the 
Mackworth Healthcare 
Ltd headquarters in 
Bridgend.” 


Bridgend Quiz 


THERE were a cou¬ 
ple of remarkable 
results on Monday, 
November 18. 

Laleston Inn ‘A’ got 
their first win of the sea¬ 
son, beating Tondu 
Railway Club 46 - 39, 
and Mackworth Arms 
went down rather heavily 
at home to Swan Nomads 
by 50 points to 32, 
although they were 
above them in the league 
table. 

Crown Inn ‘A’ are hav¬ 
ing a good spell and this 
week beat a decent 


Oldcastle A team 42 - 
32. 

In the Second Division 
Cabo Roche extended 
their lead at the top as the 
next two below them 
were beaten. 

Cabo Roche beat 
Pheasant Poachers 54 - 
47, and Crown Inn ‘B’ 
lost 53 - 47 away to 
Pheasant Gamekeepers. 

Laleston Inn ‘B’ got a 
47-37 win at Pyle RFC 
and Bush Kangaroos are 
still without a victory as 
they lost 43-37 away to 
Oldcastle ‘B’. 

Finally, Llangewydd 
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Twin leaf 
extending 
table 


Marchello. Real leather reclining 3 seater 
sofa 


Detroit. Double reclining action 3 seater 
sofa 


M/ash/ngfon. Traditional fabric 3 seater 
reclining sofa 


Louisiana. Super comfy 3 seater reclining 
sofa 


Milton 2000 4'6 divan set cashmere 
cover with luxury lambs 
wool and silk fillings on 
a 2000 pocket 
sprung unit 


Tetras 4'6"contemporarybed 
frame. Superb vale today & 
this weekend 


pay & take 

or next day 
delivery 


Mount Blanc. 
Marble effect 
dining table 
and 4 chairs 


Unit 5, Freemans Park, 
Penarth Road, 


Cardiff 


Penarth 


Opening Times Mon: 9.00am - 8.00pm Tue - Sat: 9.00am 
Sunday: 10.30am - 4.30pm 


Stores also at, 

Caerphilly, Tel: 02920 884360, Newport, Tel: 01633 263968 


Stunning solid wood furniture for less! 




Buy today & this weekend at _ 

BOXING 

DAY SALE rHHr 

PRICES 

with your Boxing Day Vouchers v. . k 

STILL in your home for 

on all stock items (while stocks last) ^ I ^ 

IRCTPHANCE ^ 

■ ■ MB The Amsterdam Range. Beautiful rustic oval Oak ‘ 

B extending dining table with 4 hamley chairs (shown VOUCHER PRICc ^ ^ 

opposite with the Origins table). In stock for quick ^ • 

MB delivery or collection. . t # ^ ^ 

WIU B»0, ■ii.. ■»— 

SUHDAY!!!' 


STILL in your home for Christmas 


Now is a great time to get a new 
look for Christmas. Use your in store 
vouchers to get a further 20% off | 
sale prices on everything in the 
Christmas Collection. 


The Origins. Beautiful extending dining 
table. Price includes 4 chairs. 


fw 


The Amsterdam Range. Beautiful rustic oval Oak 

extending dining table with 4 hamley chairs (shown VOUCHER PRICE 

opposite with the Origins table). In stock for quick ^ 

delivery or collection. 


Nest of tables 
1 RRP £299 Sale £149 r <1 

I VOUCHER PRICE 11 1 ^ 


Elba 

Coffee table 
RRP £379 Sale £189 - - - ^ 

VOUCHER PRICE 11 


Elba. 

TV unit 
RRP £459 Sale £229 - ^ 

VOUCHER PRICE tl/y 


2 Dr 3 Drw 
Sideboard 
RRP £879 Sale £439 r 

VOUCHER PRICE £^47 


RRP £1259 Sale £629 

VOUCHER PRICE 

£499 

Many more pieces in the 
Origins range. 

Elba 

Tall display cabinet 

RRP £639 Sale £319 - ^ ^ 

VOUCHER PRICE £Z47 


on all stock items 


• Jersey Corner Sofa, Beautiful designer 

corner sofa in a choice of colours. 


liUUkijE-iii; 


J1 


Superb extending glass table and 4 chairs 

RRP £879 Sale £439 

VOUCHER PRICE 


£899thBMm 


RRP £2259 Sale £1129 

VOUCHER PRICE 


xdiaL. 




Kinsella. Beautiful hardwood table 
and 4 matching chairs. 

RRP £499 Sale £249 C *1 /\( 

VOUCHER PRICE £ I 7 


RRP £1759 Sale £879 

VOUCHER PRICE 


£699 


RRP £1259 Sale £629 

VOUCHER PRICE 


£499 


RRP £1259 Sale £629 

VOUCHER PRICE 


£499 


RRP £1259 Sale £629 

VOUCHER PRICE 


£499 


BESSES 


Double open coil ortho 
tufted divan set with 4 
FREE drawers 






RRP £259 Sale £129 

VOUCHER PRICE 


RRP £759 Sale £379 

VOUCHER PRICE 


RRP £1259 Sale £629 

VOUCHER PRICE 


£99 


£299 


£499 


£99 


VOUCHER PRICE 


NEW 

LATE NIGHT 
MONDAYS 
Open till 8pm 


fw 

homestores 


^ INTEREST FREE CREDIT 
■s/ 72 HOUR DELIVERY 

(Selected lines while stocks last) 

5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


A renan 

Cardiff 
CF11 i 

SKCt Tel:0 

gm Bentley 


.co.uk 


o7unbeSte PENARTH ROAD 

low low prices CARDIFF 


FREE 


www.fwhomestores.co.uk 


no interest no charges 
0% typical APR 
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Campaign against domestic 
abuse will raise awareness 



Holiday park 
receives award 


PICTURED: (left to right) PCSO Rayleigh Holman, Sgt Fiona Haggerty, Huw Morse (Fire and 
Rescue Service), Coun John, John Bibby (headteacher), Angharad Williams (Bridgend Women’s Aid), 
Sarah Thomas (Flying Start) and PCSO Rachael Bevan. 

THREE Neighbourhood Police Networks 
in Bridgend (Maesteg, Porthcawl and 
Bridgend town) are supporting the White 
Ribbon Campaign which asks men to 
pledge to never condone, commit or 
remain silent about violence against 
women. 

This awareness raising initiative began on 
Monday, November 25, with a display at Bridgend 
County Borough Council Civic Offices, and runs 
until Friday, November 29. It will then move to 
Hartshorn House, Maesteg from December 2-6, 
and finish at Pyle Life Centre, December 9-13. 

These venues offer a range of services to the public 
allowing individuals to access this information dis¬ 
cretely. 

At Bridgend County Borough Council, the chief 
executive Mr Darren Mepham, Leader of the coun¬ 
cil, Coun Melvin Nott and Chief Superintendent 
Joe Ruddy of Bridgend Police Station opened the 
display. At Caerau Primary School, partners came 
together to recognise White Ribbon Day and the 
start of this initiative. 

To create the display, the neighbourhood net¬ 
works have worked with young people from 
Maesteg Comprehensive School, Bridgend College 
and the Youth Offender Service. Police Community 
Support Officers will be available to speak to the 
public at each of the venues. 


New manager at 
local opticians 

CUSTOMERS 
of Specsavers 
in Bridgend 
will be wel¬ 
comed by a 
new face, after 
the appoint¬ 
ment of a new 
store manager. 

With more than 
six years of expe¬ 
rience in the 
optometry indus¬ 
try, Carly Jenkins 
(24), pictured 
above, has been appointed as manager at the Adare 
Street store. 

Miss Jenkins, from Swansea, began her career in 
optometry at Boots Opticians before joining the 
Specsavers store in Llanelli. 

Miss Jenkins said: T’m really looking forward to 
taking up the role of store manager at Specsavers in 
Bridgend and getting to know the customers here.” 




PICTURED: Michael Bewick, managing director of Llechwedd Slate Caverns (left) with Scott 
Murray, Ashley Farrell, Karl Schmidtke, Simon Morgan and Simon Richardson of Trecco Bay 
Holiday Park, after receiving the most successful tourism team award at this year’s 
National Tourism Awards for Wales. 


THE team behind Trecco Bay Holiday 
Park have been named as the ‘Most 
Successful Tourism Team’ in Wales at the 
National Tourism Awards for Wales. 

The park has seen significant investment in the 
last 13 years, including £12 million in the past six 
years alone. Existing facilities have been refur¬ 
bished and many additions made, including a new 
outdoor multi-sports pitch, an adventure golf course, 
a play-ground and water park and a conservation 
and wildlife park, created with the support of a local 
nature reserve. 

Trecco Bay has 2,000 caravan and contempo¬ 
rary lodge pitches, which attract over 250,000 visi¬ 
tors every year. In 2012, its holiday hire alone gen¬ 
erated 25,000 bookings, which equates to 105,000 
bed nights. Staffing levels at peak times are in 


excess of 350, with the majority living locally. 

Karl Schmidtke, park director at Trecco Bay 
Holiday Park, said “We’re absolutely delighted to 
have won the ‘Most Successful Tourism Team’ 
Award for 2013. 

This prestigious award is extra special to the team 
at Trecco Bay, as it recognises the hard work that 
has been put into developing the Holiday Park over 
the past five years. During this time we have seen 
consistent growth, cumulating in record perform¬ 
ances in 2013 and 2014. 

The awards are staged by Visit Wales, in partner¬ 
ship with the Wales Tourism Alliance and in com¬ 
mercial partnership with Quadrant Media and 
Communications, to recognise and reward the very 
best in Welsh tourism. 


G 


C.S. Boxall is a family business 
established since 1990 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & Electrical Work 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 


WORCESTER 

Bosch Group 
Gas, Oii & Solid Fuel 
Boiler Installations. 
Please take advantage 
of our Free Survey 




Worcester Bosch Group Guarantee 



LPG 

Bottle Gas 
available 

(Flo Gas 
S 


Stockist) 



Servicing 
from £80 



PLAN AHEAD FOR YOUR 
WINTER HEATING SERVICE. 

Visit our warehouse for aii your piumbing, 
heating and drainage supplies 

Call Frank on 01446 772292 


AGA& 

RAYBURN 

Instaliation, 

Service 

and 

Breakdown 

For all 
your Tool & 
Plant Hire 


Visit our website: www.csboxaii.co.uk 


> Brabantia • Steiiar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circuion • Anoion < 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 
Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, range cookers- 
gas, eiectric, LPG and duai fuei in stainiess 
steei and farmhouse styies! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 


cwinviiiiE cehthe 

PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 


NEW 

WASHING 

MACHINES 

Fronn 

£179.99 

ONLY WITH 
THIS ADVERT 


Refurbished 
from £99.99 


^^9^Val^^usines^Park^lando^^Ni^owbridge^F7^7P^ 


OPEN: 

Sam 
’til 5pm 


r 


ALL COOKWARE 
REDUCED 

3a TYNEWYDD road. Experienced 
KING SQUARE, BARRY AofdTse 

(opposite new library) you with your 

Also large warehouse & showroom purchases. 

at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 

Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 


OPEN: 

Monday ~ Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


* TEG Design • Janies Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG • 
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Supersize Sally 
needs loving home 



Sally and Eddie 


D OGS’ Trust 
Bridgend is 
appealing to 
local dog lovers to 
help find a home 
for the largest dog 
ever taken in by the 
Rehoming Centre. 

Loveable Leonberger 
Sally tips the scales at a 
whopping 60 kg, weigh¬ 
ing at least 10kg more 
than she should. 

Since arriving at 
Dogs’ Trust Bridgend 
staff have put the seven- 
year-old portly pooch on 
a strict calorie-controlled 
diet to help her shift the 
extra pounds, just over 
the equivalent weight of 
her kennel mate Jack 
Russell, Eddie. 

Unusual breed Sally 
was handed into Dogs’ 
Trust through no fault of 
her own when her own¬ 
ers circumstances 
changed which meant 
they were no longer able 
to care for her. 

Sally is now enjoying 
plenty of walkies with 
her carers and is on 
course to lose around 
0.5kg each week. 

Dogs’ Trust Bridgend 
rehoming centre manag¬ 
er, Beverly Price, 
explained: “Sally really 
is a larger than life char¬ 
acter and is already a 
firm favourite with her 
carers. 

“We very rarely have 
Leonbergers handed in 
and especially one so big 
is pretty exceptional. 


“Sadly, she was 
overfed and not exer¬ 
cised regularly by her 
previous owner but we 
know that with plenty of 
walks and a better diet 
she will soon shed the 
extra weight. 

“Sally is looking for 
an experienced owner 
who knows how to care 
for such a large dog. She 
is a sweet girl who gets 
on well with other dogs 
and is looking for a lov¬ 
ing adult home with 
responsible new owners 
who can resist those big 
brown eyes pleading for 
treats and will take a 
tough love approach to 
ensure her weight loss.” 

Also hunting for a 
happy home, six-year- 
old Eddie is a fun lov¬ 
ing, super little dog who 
adores the company of 
other dogs and is search¬ 
ing for an energetic, 
adult only home to call 
his own. 

Dogs’ Trust veterinary 
director, Paula Boyden, 


explained that while the 
temptation might be to 
treat your dog to the 
finer things in life, try to 
make it an occasional 
treat. 

She said: “It is very 
dangerous to over-feed 
your pet, excess weight 
puts extra strain on a 
dog’s body particularly 
the heart and joints. 
Human food is not an 
ideal balanced diet for 
your dog. 

“Particularly in the 
run-up to Christmas, it is 
important to remember 
to never give your dog 
any of the following as 
they are highly toxic: 
chocolate, grapes, 
Christmas cake includ¬ 
ing dried fruits (includ¬ 
ing raisins, sultanas, etc) 
and onions.” 

Anyone interested in 
rehoming Super Sally or 
Eddie please call Dogs 
Trust Bridgend on 01656 
725 219 or visit 
WWW. dogstrust.org. uk. 


Kan-Du Kitchens 

Replacement kitchen doors, worktops and 
appliance specialists. Together, ‘We Kan-Du It’ 

• ill V J y- 






www.kandukitchens.com | info@kandukitchens.com 


Kan-Du Kitchens have a huge 
range of replacement doors and 
worktops - it's just the lift your 
kitchen needs at a fraction of 
the cost of a full refit. 

We believe we are up to 44% 
cheaper than our competitors and 
we hand that saving back to you. 
We don't believe in expensive 
showrooms and costly sales 
teams - just affordable quality. 


WHY CHOOSE KAN-DU 



We create bespoke designs with C.A.D. 

Use 1st class materials and pride ourselves on 
the quality of our craftmanship. 

Whether you are changing your doors, 
worktops or are planning a full refit, Kan-Du 
Kitchens offers a complete kitchen installation 
service with prices to suit all budgets. 


25 YEARS PROFESSIONAL FREE HOME AFFORDABLE 

OF SERVICE SERVICE VISIT & DESIGN QUALITY 


SPECIAL OFFER 


Remote Control Roller Shutters 
FROM ONLY £650+VAT Fitted 


FROM SOUTH WALES' LEADING DOOR 
AAANUFACTURER AND GARAGE DOOR SPECIALIST 
Contact us today for further information 

01656 659274 • 01446 439219 


.COM 


VOLUNTEERS ATTACKED BY ABUSIVE AND INANE’ 
POSTINGS ON SOCIAL MEDIA - READERS’ LETTER 


A t the Porthcawl Town Council 
meeting held on November 14, 
a minority of councillors made 
an issue of the ‘light refreshments’ 
which are held each year after the 
Christmas event in the town centre, as 
a small thank you to those involved in 
helping on the day and other charities 
and local organisations. 

They felt that the £250 put aside for this 
was an unjustified use of taxpayer’s money 
and requested sight of the invitation list, 
which the town clerk duly emailed to all 
councillors. 

It was brought to my attention by two 
aquaintances who work for a local charity 
that this list was posted on a social media 
website, whose aim is the election and sup¬ 
port of Independent councillors. There then 
followed a barrage of abusive and inane 
postings against those on this list. 

Many local people are very upset and 
disgusted by this totally uncalled for attack 
on them. Many people in this town give 


their time and effort, quietly and without 
fuss, year in and year out, to local charities. 

To be attacked by people who don’t 
appear to belong, or give any time to, good 
causes is utterly disgraceful. These same 
people are also conspicuous by their 
absence at town council organised events. 

It was also very misleading which I’m 
sure was the intention. I can’t speak for 
others on this list but this year I am secre¬ 
tary of the mayor’s community fund which 
was mentioned. I can assure readers there 
are certainly not 10 members, there are five 
this year. 

At least three of those five also appear 
on the list as ‘individuals’ in another capac¬ 
ity (eg town councillor). 

There was also a name I had never heard 
of listed under ‘Mayor’s Eund’ but on 
checking with the town clerk, I discovered 
that this person is something to do with 
Bridgend but this was not clear. 

What also wasn’t mentioned is that more 
than 50 per cent of those invited never 
attend. I know this from past experience. 


The people responsible for this publici¬ 
ty-seeking stunt like to bleat about how 
their priority is Porthcawl. How disap¬ 
pointing then to see that their candidate in 
the forthcoming by-election, who attended 
the council meeting on November 14, so 
heard the facts first hand, appeared to 
change her mind from being in favour to 
being against - once this diatribe appeared 
online. 

Jill Sweet, Porthcawl. 

GEM NOTE: Philip Irwin writes: “I have 
seen the list on Porthcawl Eirst and, so 
that The GEM can’t be accused of having 
an undeclared interest, I can confirm that 
the newspaper has been invited to the post¬ 
event reception. Eor the record, I think I 
have been twice in the last 10 years, and 
have never brought a guest. 

“Having said that, if I can persuade an 
unpaid photographer to stand in the cold 
and provide positive coverage of the event, 
I do hope the people of Porthcawl won’t 
begrudge him or her a sandwich!” 



www.christiiiasdecoratiofisoiitletco.uk 
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Llancarfan pupils’ 
kind support for 
‘Children in Need’ 



ON November 15, children from 
Llancarfan Primary School raised an out¬ 
standing £171 by dressing up in onesies 
and spots for Children In Need. 

The children also had fun entering a hula hooping 
and hoopla competition, and four pupils performed 
an amazing dance in assembly and raised £10. 

The school council sold delicious cakes that the 
pupils had kindly made. 

One of the teachers, Mrs Berger, said: “I think it 
was excellent, very well organised and it was amaz¬ 
ing how much money the pupils raised.” 

Emily Davies, Annie Connolly-Davis, 
Isla Clancy, Megan Haskell, year-6. 

Health visitor’s 
Q&A online 


ABM health visi¬ 
tors are piloting an 
interactive question 
and answer session 
on Facebook. 

On December 3, 
health visitor Debbie 
Lewis will be on ABM 
Child and Family 
Facebook page from 
10am-11 am answering 


questions from parents 
and carers and giving 
advice on the topic of 
‘sleep’. 

The interactive ses¬ 
sions are being piloted 
after the Parent Carer 
Forum suggested the 
health visiting depart¬ 
ment modernised the 
way they communicate 
with parents and carers. 


Rhoose 

History 

Society's 

next 

meeting 

THE next meeting 
of the Rhoose and 
District History 
Society is on 
Friday, November 
29, when the speak¬ 
er will be Jeff 
Robinson on the 
subject ‘From the 
Vale to the National 
Library of 
Congress’. 

It will held at 
Rhoose Community 
Lesser Hall at 
7.30pm and 
entrance is only £1 
per person. 


‘Letter from Santa’ will 
support NSPCC funds 


EVERY festive sea¬ 
son, children in the 
Vale write to Santa 
in the hope that 
he’ll visit on 
Christmas Eve 
with a sackful of 
presents and 
Rudolph in tow. 

Imagine their sur¬ 
prise if they were to 
receive a reply from 
the man himself - the 
perfect gift to help 
keep the magic of 
Christmas alive. 

For a suggested 
donation of just £5 to 
the NSPCC, a child 
will receive a fun, 
colourful and person¬ 


alised ‘Letter from 
Santa’, with a festive 
story tailored to their 
age. 

Youngsters can 
choose from seven dif¬ 
ferent beautifully illus¬ 
trated styles, making 
them the ideal gift for 
families with more 
than one child as each 
can receive a truly 
unique letter. 

Each letter can be 
personalised when you 
request your letter 
online. 

The letters arrive 
via ‘Rudolph mail’ to 
make the experience 
truly unforgettable. 

Jo Leonard, NSPCC 
fundraising manager 


Registered Clinical Dental Technicians 


Express Denture Clinic 

Denture Experts 


Implant Retained Dentures 
New Dentures - 5 day Service Available 
Free Initial Consultation and Advice 


Emergency Denture Repairs 
in 1 Hour 

New Flexible Dentures and 
Chrome Plates 
Home Visits Available 

Eat, Snnile & Talk 

with confidence 



Telephone - Cardiff: 029 20623222 
Talbot Green: 01443 222509 

Andrews Denture Clinic, 89 Whitchurch Road, Cardiff, CF14 3JP 
Threeways Dental Laboratory, Talbot Square, Talbot Green, CF72 SAB 


The First Step to a Better Smile 


for the Vale, said: 
“Christmas is a magi¬ 
cal time of year for 
most children, but 
sadly there are some 
for whom it can be an 
incredibly difficult and 
lonely time. 

“By requesting a 
Letter from Santa, you 
could bring a smile to 
a child’s face this 
Christmas and help us 
be there for vulnerable 
children in the Vale 
and across the UK.” 

The reindeer mail- 
room will be open 
until midnight on 
December 17. 

You can request your 
Letter from Santa at 
WWW. nspcc. org. uk/sant 
a or by calling 0845 
839 9304. 



post for the 
Resort’s MD 



ABOVE: Stephen Leeke will be the new 
chairman of the Cardiff Hoteliers’ Association. 


New 

Vale 

lUK caraitt 
Hoteliers’ 
Association has 
appointed a new 
chair for 2014 to 
continue its work of 
attracting tourism 
and business travel 
into the Welsh capi¬ 
tal. 

Stephen Leeke, man¬ 
aging director of the 
Vale Resort in Hensol, is 
taking on the chairman¬ 
ship for the set term of 
one year, replacing out¬ 
going chair Marie 
Fagan, general manager 
of the Hilton Cardiff. 

Made up of 30 mem¬ 
bers from key hotels in 
Cardiff and the sur¬ 
rounding area, the 
Cardiff Hoteliers’ 
Association was estab¬ 
lished more than two 
decades ago as the lead¬ 
ing industry voice in the 
hospitality sector in 
Cardiff. 

Among its recent 
achievements is the 
establishment of the 
‘Cardiff Commitment’, 
where hotels work 


together with venues and 
Cardiff Council to attract 
major events into the 
city such as the Rugby 
World League Cup, 
WOMEX and the British 
FIM Speedway Grand 
Prix. It has also actively 
championed the con¬ 
struction of a purpose- 
built convention centre 
in the city. 

Mr Leeke said: “I am 
thrilled to have the 
opportunity to chair the 
Cardiff Hoteliers’ 
Association. The organ¬ 
isation plays a pivotal 


role in keeping Cardiff 
on the tourism map of 
‘go-to’ destinations. I’m 
looking forward to using 
my skills and experience 
to push all that Cardiff 
has to offer to businesses 
and visitors coming into 
Wales and the UK.” 

Mr Leeke’s new role 
will complement the 
work he does with the 
Wales Tourism Advisory 
Board that advises min¬ 
isters in the Welsh 
Government on its 
tourism strategy. 


Regional AMs visit 
St Athan businesses 



ABOVE: Andrew RT Davies AM, is pictured with engineers at 
Horizon Aircraft Services and Byron Davies AM. 


THE Welsh 
Conservative 
Shadow 
Regeneration 
Minister, Byron 
Davies - accompa¬ 
nied by Andrew RT 
Davies - recently 
visited St Athan 
enterprise zone. 

Following tours of 
Cardiff Aviation Ltd and 
Horizon Aircraft 
Services Ltd, both AMs 
met the former’s head 
of hangar operations, 
Colin Harrison, and the 
latter’s managing direc¬ 
tor, John Sparks. 

Cardiff Aviation was 


Timberaway 

Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 
Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 
Martin Robson awaits your call! 

Q 01446 402848 
i 07739 389578 


established at the ‘Twin 
Peaks’ hangar in 2012 
by Bruce Dickinson. It 
is an aviation mainte¬ 
nance, engineering, 
technical services and 
training group. 

Horizon Aircraft 
Services oversees the 
maintenance and opera¬ 
tion of a large private 
collection of classic air¬ 
craft. 

Andrew RT Davies, 
AM for South Wales 
Central, said: “Both 
these companies are 
huge success stories; not 
just within the aviation 


industry - but within the 
Welsh economy as a 
whole. 

“Each sees the huge 
benefits enterprise zones 
can offer and both are 
shining examples of 
what happens when the 
system works well. 

“The St Athan enter¬ 
prise zone has huge 
potential and it’s now 
extremely important that 
Labour ministers contin¬ 
ue to work with firms 
like this, to support the 
creation of opportuni¬ 
ties, and attract more 
investment.” 


Give a SPARKLING PERFECT 

Christmas gift this year with our 
eco oven cleaning vouchers 

^jra-oven cleaning 
Treat yourself 
Sparkling clean oven 



call 02920 291770 
www.ecoovencleaning.co.uk 


Barry chef joins 
gourmet team 


THE Welsh 
National Culinary 
Team, including a 
chef from Barry, 
has won medals at 
a major interna¬ 
tional gastronomic 
contest in the 
Middle East. 

The Welsh chefs, who 
were competing against 
the world’s best teams, 
finished fourth overall, 
just three points behind 
third placed Australia. 
Singapore won the com¬ 
petition with America 
second. 

Had one of the team’s 
four chocolate and sug- 
arcraft showpieces not 
been damaged en-route 
to the competition, 

Wales could have 
clinched third place. The 


fragile showpiece, 
which was being super¬ 
vised by two chefs in 
the back of a lorry, dis¬ 
integrated when the 
vehicle went over a 
speed bump. 

The team was cap¬ 
tained for the first time 
by Sally Owens, a lec¬ 
turer at Coleg 
Llandrillo, Rhos on Sea, 
and Barry-born Lee 
Jeynes, now the execu¬ 
tive chef at the RACV 
Noosa Resort in 
Queensland, Australia. 

The team was spon¬ 
sored by the Welsh 
Government, Hybu Cig 
Cymru (Meat Promotion 
Wales), C&C Catering 
Equipment Ltd, Brakes, 
Unilever Food Solutions 
UK, Villeroy and Boch, 
and Friedr Dick, 
Germany. 


Christmas fair at 
Llanfair Primary 

LLANFAIR Primary School at The Herberts, St 
Mary Church, is holding a Christmas fair on 
Friday, November 29 from 3.30pm to 5pm. 

Come and join us for home-made cakes, 
tombola, books, toys, a raffle with wonderful 
prizes, and much more. It would be lovely to see 
some past pupils and parents. Everybody wel¬ 
come! 


Hearing 

Tests 

•• ft * w • 

Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides: 


•The highest levels of service and aftercare 

• IndependentAdvice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 

•TheWorld’s finest hearing aids including 
Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes and 
models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 



Or call into: 


Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 3EE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 
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9am-6pm Mon, WOd, Sat 
9am>6pm Thur, FrI 
Ham-Spm Sun 


Cardiff 

Lyon Close Industrial Estate. 
Penarth Road, 

Cardiff 

CFll 8TU 

02920 226 050 



CLEARANCE OUTLET 


H|y Fast Delivery 
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FREE VERTICAL BLINDS • FREE VERTICAL BLINDS • FREE VERTICAL BLINDS • 


SAVE ELECTRIC & GAS THIS WINTER WITH 
OUR A-RATEO ENERGY EFFICIENT WINDOWS & 


iiiii 


MPN Windows, your local Network VEKA 
member is recommended by Steve Davies 

. for like! 


- SPECIAL OFFER 

B^ELLED FR9NT DOORS £550 

wi N DOW & DOOR REPAIR SERVICE AVAiLABLE*? DAYS A* WEEK * 
*6 ’(YALEToCKiNGj WINDOWS* nTTED’FRO^^ 

’ iYALE'LOCKjNGJ ‘doors 
’(YALE’LOCK jNGLFRENCH 
’(YALE LOCkInG) CONSER^^^ 

(YALE'LOCKiNG) 'cOM'pOsilE ‘dOo’rs’ F iTTED'FROM *£795 . 






WINDOWS a DOORS W] 

FULL REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE ^ 
IV FREE VETMICAL BLINDS ^ 

Z WIDE RANGE OF STYLES a FINISHES 
iV 10 YEAR PEACE OF MIND GUARANTEE 


i'i-.rr 


Voted Best 
Installer • Wales 
2013 by 
Network Veka 

Award Winning 
Family Owned 
Business 
since 1994! 




Yale 


REPAIR SERVICE 
Available 24/7 
Call 07976 640959 


ird 

ffna 


SPECIAL 
OFFER 


lur 


Ai/Ai 


not to be 
missed 

This stunning 

Bevelled 
Ront Door 

fully fitted 
only £550 


♦ *♦*»#««-* *-» » t • t ♦ * * » t #- • t » _ 

:N0 deposits and: Design Service Available 


, * We supply & fit Fascias, 

Gutters A Downpipes 




tSIAfiOUTC^H tR«DE^OO^OO(KANOCON$8rii;;TO^ 

Email: 

mpnwindow89aol.com 

Opening Hours: 
Sam to 9pm 
7 Days a Week 


FREE ONLINE QUOTES 


wiwff .n p>r Si dRcom 
07976 6409S9 


VIMflMKB 

roifvm^ 

^ fiJtUilH 


srlwork 




M.P.N 

DDKIitmitW'IIIIB 


FEWSA 


choose one of these perfect doors 


I ClaifMQjrirenei&al j 

I cLafindinK4idciee^3rconsenaMyfi^ 

L mmwmm ••••••• mmmwmwwmmmmmwmw 

BRIDGEND 01656 349515 - CARDIFF 02920 508770 
BARRY 01446 4392121 07976 640959 
www.mpnwindows.com 

Showrooms at; 10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend. CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 Leckwith Road, Cardiff. CF11 SAP 


• FREE VERTICAL BLINDS • FREE VERTICAL BLINDS • FREE VERTICAL BLINDS • 


FREE VERTICAL BLINDS • FREE VERTICAL BLINDS • FREE VERTICAL BLINDS • free vertical blinds 
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Racing correspondent pays 
tribute to the late Gordon Lewis 


WELSH hunt-racing is 
mourning the death of 
the Vale of 
Glamorgan’s Gordon 
G Lewis, who died 
peacefully at 
Llandough Hospital 
on November 16. 

Gordon owned many 
point-to-pointers over the 
years, the best of them 
being Proud Prince which 
was ridden by the legendary 
Cowbridge farmer John 
Llewellyn. 

Mr Llewellyn, a neigh¬ 
bour of Gordon, said: _ 

“Gordon was a close friend of 
mine for 40 years. I used to see him around three 
times a week. He was only in his early 60s, and it 
was a privilege to have known and ridden for him.” 

Llewellyn won a number of open races on 
Proud Prince, who was something of a mudlark, 
and it was at the Llangibby Hunt Point-To-Point 
Steeplechases at Ho wick in 1981 that Proud Prince 
put up one of his best performances when beating 
Brigadier Mouse, who later went on to win the 
prestigious John Corbet Cup at Stratford, by a dis¬ 
tance. 

The last horse Gordon owned was the French- 
bred Tostaky, which won the best turned out award 
at the Glamorgan Hunt Point-To-Point at 
Ystradowen last year before going out to finish sec- 




KL. 




i 


ABOVE: 

Gordon Lewis (left) talking to film and 
television actor Bernard Hill and racing 
correspondent Brian Lee at the Llangeinor 
Hunt Point-To-Point Steeplechases in 1987. 
PHOTO by RUSSELL HARVEY 


ond to Augustus Gibbons in the members’ race. 

I always found Gordon to be an approachable 
person who always had time at the races to have a 
chat and share a joke. He will be sadly missed by 
his family and friends. 

Gordon’s funeral service took place on 
Wednesday, November 27 at St Mary Church. 

BRIAN LEE 
02920 736438 


Local choir ‘adopts’ Ty Hafan 
and sings to the tune of £ 180 ! 


FOR the second year running, local Rock 
Choir members from Pontyclun, 
Cowbridge and Bridgend entertained 
shoppers at Cardiff’s St Davids 2, in aid 
of the children’s hospice, Ty Hafan. 

Their performance on November 14 helped raise 
more than £180. 

Rock Choir’s performance heralds the start of a 
new affiliation with Ty Hafan, as the choir’s official 
Welsh charity. It’s something local Rock Choir 
leader Stephanie Bailey is thrilled about. 

She said: “Ty Hafan does such amazing work 
providing comfort, care and support to children 
with life-limiting conditions and their families, yet 


it relies on the generosity of the public, corporate 
sponsors and volunteers to continue its work. We’ll 
be singing our hearts out to help.” 

Alison Stallard, business and community 
fundraiser for Ty Hafan said: “We are thrilled that 
such an established group as Rock Choir has cho¬ 
sen to support Ty Hafan as their Welsh charity. 

“We would also like to thank Steph and all of the 
Rock Choir members who performed in Cardiff on 
a very cold but festive evening - you were all 
amazing! Thank you.” 

For more information on Rock Choir, visit 
www.rockchoir.com or telephone 01252 714 276. 


Ty Hafan lottery’s 
latest winners 


THE following are winning 
numbers in the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lottery draw 
number D802. 

• £2,000: 241507. 

• The rollover, which now stands 
at £12,000, was not won this week. 

• £10: 947836, 143507, 628008, 
236849, 811665, 716532, 411145, 
898210, 128702, 996791, 197961, 
781572, 641782, 408383, 346945, 
226453, 294329, 335593. 

• £5: 706348, 170749, 794141, 
708571, 509645, 818509, 415953, 
986249, 293384, 449551, 943075, 
434834, 318463, 572317, 143744, 


810937, 312276, 101579, 489796, 
774472, 114433, 467507, 647894, 
535494, 286562, 715022, 645549, 
799949, 927091, 765364, 847358, 
499347, 862912, 766129, 752573, 
682844, 433828, 439638, 509283, 
211477, 199065, 867156, 680212, 
101020, 640310, 928782, 320137, 

686047, 339170, 539345, 213801, 

236187, 211236, 288327, 700642, 
881590, 660608, 978170. 

The GEM cannot be held responsible 
for any errors or omissions contained in 
the above. 

For lottery information please tele¬ 
phone 029 2053 2300. 


STEAMED UP 
DOUBLE GLAZING? 


Di>n*t thi* f raTni*%... jii%l th** 


Broken or Dama^jed Windows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Lodes? 
the l3it«r|.t energy saving giasa? 

double . 


5 year guarantee on new < 


ghizing. 


2 




. .we make saving money perfectly clear 


Call Freephone 0800 61 21 118 
www.c>osjdy2cle4M^^om 


Doll’s 
House 
show 
raised 
£800 
for the 
Noah’s 
Ark 
Appeal 

I WOULD Uke to 
thank The GEM 
for its kind sup¬ 
port in publicising 
our recent Doll’s 
House show which 
we held in 
Cowbridge during 
October. 

Despite low atten¬ 
dance and the present 
economic climate we 
have, enhanced by 
monies collected by our 
members over the last 
year, been able to send 
the Noah’s Ark Appeal 
(Children’s Hospital 
for Wales) a cheque for 
£800. 

The charity is so 
deserving and they are 
most appreciative of 
any help. 

Robin Tyler, 

Show secretary. 


AM says Airport Master 
Plan is needed urgently 


ELUNED PARROTT, the Lib-Dem AM 
for South Wales Central, has challenged 
the First Minister to publish his master 
plan for Cardiff Airport, which the Vale 
Council Local Development Plan states is 
being produced by the Welsh Labour 
Government. 

The Local Development Plan (LDP) sets 
out how land within the Vale will be used 
between 2011 and 2026, and allocates signifi¬ 
cant areas of land in the Rhoose area to devel¬ 
opments that form part of a Cardiff Airport 
Master Plan. 

When asked if and when the Airport 
Master Plan would be published, the First 
Minister replied that he would liaise with 
Cardiff Airport’s board but claimed that it 
was their plan and not the Welsh 
Government’s. 

Eluned Parrott said: “In the Vale Local 


Development Plan, several pieces of land have 
been allocated for the development of an 
Airport Master Plan, but no-one seems to 
know what that plan is, nor who is driving it. 
The LDP specifically states that the Welsh 
Government are developing these plans, and 
yet the First Minister categorically denied it 
in The Senedd. 

“If the Vale Council are able to set aside 
specific parcels of land to deliver the master 
plan, they must at least know in outline form 
what developments are planned. 

“Local residents are now extremely con¬ 
cerned that they can’t effectively respond to 
the draft LDP consultation if the information 
it is based on isn’t in the public domain. 

“We need to see the Airport Master Plan 
before the LDP consultation closes. Local 
residents deserve the facts, so they’re not left 
responding in the dark,” she added. 



2 for 1 from £69 % 



Book an eye test at specsavers.co.uk 
or call 0800 0680 241 


Cannot be used with other offers. Applies to £69-£149 ranges with standard PENTAX single vision lenses. 
Second pair from the same price range or below and to the same prescription. 1.5 scratch-resistant varifocal, 
bifocal and other single vision lenses included in offer - you just pay for lenses in your first pair. Extra Options 
available at an additional charge on both pairs. Excludes safety eyewear. SKU 25381597. ©2013 Speesavers. All 
rights reserved. 
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AM’s call for 
consideration for 
all shop workers 


Tenovus celebrates 


worker posts 


JET is an 18- 
month old 
lurcher. 

He is worried 
about new people, 
but he does come 
round quickly and 
is very sweet and 
playful once he 
does. He loves a 
good stretch of the 
legs off his lead in 
the field. 

He is nervous 
of other dogs, so 
would like to be 
the only dog in the 
home. 

We are working 
on his training, 
and we will advise 
his new owners on what they need to keep up with 
in the home - he is very bright, and loves his treats, 
which makes training very rewarding. 

He would like an adult only home, although can 
live with teenage children. 

If you would like to offer Jet a home, please call 
01656 725219 or visit Dogs Trust Bridgend. You 
can see more photos of Jet, and of more of our dogs 
at www.dogstrust.org.uk. 


VALE MP Alun 
Cairns has 

expressed concern 
that the Vale 
Council is spending 
more than half a 
million pounds a 
year on agency 
social workers. 

He said constituents 
had complained to him 
about the turnover of 
social workers, and that 
many constituents found 
that having to deal with 
different social workers, 
including short-term 
agency workers, did not 
allow them to build up a 
relationship to help them 
find long-term solutions 
to their problems. 

Mr Cairns added that 
although the figure had 
dropped from a peak of 
£815,000 a few years 
earlier, the sum was still 
too high and called for 
strong action to be taken. 


He said: “There are 
two issues in this matter. 
One is the additional cost 
to the local council tax 
payer of agency-based 
social workers but also 
the impact on support for 
some of the most vulner¬ 
able people by frequent 
changes. 

“These figures signi¬ 
fied a wider issue around 
failure to recruit enough 
social workers. Whilst 
temporary staff have a 
role to play, particularly 
in terms of providing 
flexible cover, we clearly 
have an issue over the 
ability to recruit and 
retain enough permanent 
social workers. 

“The figures obtained 
through a Freedom of 
Information request 
show that in financial 
year 2012/13, £564,000 
was spent on agency 
workers.” 


Kind Barry trader is helping 
Philippines Disaster Fund 


AFTER reading in The GEM about the 
various fundraising events in the area for 
victims of the recent typhoon in the 
Philippines, I thought I should tell you 
about our effort. 

At Vic Hopkins Butchers, we have decided to 
donate the 5p we have to charge in Wales for our car¬ 
rier bags to ‘good causes’, and our ‘good cause’ 
would be The Philippines Disaster Fund. 


Our customers have been very generous with their 
5ps and £5 notes seem to be the norm, in one week 
alone we’ve raised over £150. 

If every shop in Wales were to donate their 5p car¬ 
rier bag charge to The Philippines Disaster Fund, 
millions could be raised in no time at all. 

Anthony Hopkins, 
Vic Hopkins & Son, Barry 


unfilled social 


David Melding AM joins USD AW activists at 
the event in the National Assembly. 


DAVID MELDING 
AM for South 
Wales Central has 
backed Usdaw, the 
shop workers’ trade 
union, at the launch 
in the Assembly of 
its annual ‘Respect 
for Shop Workers’ 
week. 

This year’s campaign 
is focused on the need 
for a stronger law to pro¬ 
tect shop workers 
against violence and 
abuse. The union is also 
highlighting the under¬ 
reporting of attacks, with 
one in six not being 
reported by shop work¬ 
ers to management or the 


police. 

David Melding said: 
“It is shocking that so 
many people seem to 
think that it is acceptable 
to abuse and attack those 
who serve us in the 
shops. Strengthening the 
law would send a clear 
message to potential 
assailants that such 
behaviour will not be 
tolerated and encourage 
shop workers to come 
forward and report 
attacks. 

“I am happy to join 
Usdaw in urging people 
to show respect for shop 
workers and to ‘Keep 
your cool at Christmas’.” 


Can you offer a 
home to Jet? 


its 70th 

I WANTED to take 
this opportunity to 
thank the commu¬ 
nities of Wales for 
their outstanding sup¬ 
port, not only this 
year for our 70th 
birthday, but for the 
continued dedication 
they have to improv¬ 
ing the lives of cancer 
patients and their 
families. 

We simply could not 
do all that we do with¬ 
out your support. 

On December 1, we’ll 
be hosting the finale to 
Tenovus’s 70th birthday 
celebrations with a fan¬ 
tastic Gala Concert at 
the Wales Millennium 
Centre. It will be hosted 
by our patron, Rob 
Brydon, and we will be 
joined by a host of 
Welsh musical talent. 

This is a chance for 
everyone who has been 
involved with Tenovus, 
however big or small, to 
look back at not only 


birthday 

this year, but our last 70, 
and celebrate all the 
achievements we have 
made together, that have 
helped support thou¬ 
sands of people affected 
by cancer in Wales and 
millions of cancer 
patients worldwide. 

I’d love for you and 
as many people as possi¬ 
ble who have supported 
us in the last 70 years, 
to join us on Sunday at 
the Wales Millennium 
Centre for a night of 
outstanding entertain¬ 
ment, and of course, a 
celebration in true 
Tenovus tradition with 
music from our very 
own Sing with Us 
choirs. Tickets are avail¬ 
able directly from the 
Wales Millennium 
Centre www.wmc.org.uk 
and range from £19 - 
£49. 

I look forward to cel¬ 
ebrating with you! 

Claudia Me Vie, 
chief executive, 

Tenovus 


MP’s concern over 
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The GEM has joined forces with the 
Dog’s Trust to find caring new owners 
for animals at its Bridgend Rehoming 
Centre (Telephone 01656 725219). 









































Thursday, November 28th, 2013 


www,facebook.com/slamorsansem • www,twitter,com/sem news 


THE GEM - 15 


Out and About with The Gl 



The Hunger Games 
finally catches Fire 


F illing the 

teen literature 
adaptation 
spot vacated by 
Harry Potter and 
Twilight, Suzanne 
Collins’ The Hunger 
Games was met 
with huge box 
office figures when 
it debuted last year. 

With such a popular 
response, the sequel, 
Catching Fire, went into 
production almost 
straight away and now 
reaches cinema screens. 

Picking up where the 
first film left off, it sees 
the victorious Katniss 
(Jennifer Lawrence) and 
Peeta (Josh Hutcherson) 
become targets for the 
Capitol after then- 
actions begin to sow the 
seeds of rebellion 
amongst the districts. 

The solution of 
President Snow (Donald 
Sutherland)? To pitch 
them against previous 
winners of the games in 
the 75th annual tourna¬ 


ment, in the hope they 
will be killed... 

The first Hunger 
Games may have been a 
box office success, but 
critics were quick to 
point out its Twilight- 
esque love triangle plot¬ 
ting and a concept seem¬ 
ingly cribbed from 
Japanese movie Battle 
Royale. 

Having ridden out 
these storms with con¬ 
vincing box office num¬ 
bers, Catching Fire 
ramps up the elements of 
the first film that were 
most captivating and 
runs with them, resulting 
in a film that is far 
improved and makes for 
a satisfying viewing 
experience. 

With the director’s 
chair being vacated by 
Gary Ross, and filled by 
I Am Legend's Francis 
Lawrence, the tone of 
the film is darker, more 
serious and this time not 
undercut by the teenage 
love story that last time 
round was annoying. 

Instead, its turn to the 


Toy and train 
sale in Barry 

B arry Leisure Centre is hosting the next 
Toy and Train Sale on Sunday, December 
1,10.30am-3pm. 

This is the last event until February of 2014, but 
three dates have been booked at this venue for next 
year. 

A sister event under the banner of the Cardiff 
Toy and Train Sale takes place at Penarth Leisure 
Centre on a three-monthly basis (next show 
Saturday, January 4, 2014). 

Barry is a popular venue with plenty of free car 
parking (the Civic Centre is next door and all of 
their parking is also available, free of charge). Rita 
Limbrick from Barry will be running her excellent 
cafe by kind permission of the management compa¬ 
ny, Parkwood Community Leisure, and will be 
offering her usual varied bill of fare, with profits 
going to local charities. 

Organiser Chris Dyer said: “Barry attracts a wide 
and varied range of traders from both sides of the 
Severn Bridge and a wonderful array of stock will 
be available from all the big names such as Dinky, 
Corgi, Matchbox, EFE, Tri-ang, Hornby, Lima, 
Wrenn and Bachmann. In the current economic cli¬ 
mate, prices have never been keener and it is an 
ideal time to build on collections at budget prices. 

“Stall holders are also keen to buy and to 
exchange, and customers should bring along any 
surplus items they may have for disposal, even if 
just for a free valuation.” 

For more information, telephone 01643 702757, 
07966 694579 or www.chrisdyerfairs.co.uk 

«'«'DONT MISS THIS GREAT EVENT... 

BARRY 

TOY & TRAIN SALE 

SUNDAY, 1ST DECEMBER, 2013 
10.30am - 3.00pm 

Barry Leisure Centre, Greenwood Street, 
Barry, Nr Cardiff, South Wales CF63 4RU 
BUY ★★ SELL ★★ EXCHANGE 

80 Tables, Many top dealers in Dinky, Corgi, 
Matchbox, Britains, EFE, Lledo, Hornby, 
Bachmann, Lima, etc. and much, much more 

Admission £1.75 - Child/OAP £1.35 
Enquiries: 01643 702757 or 07966 694579 

Website: chrisdyerfairs.co.uk 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreen Talk 


dark side (a traditional 
element of sequels) 
comes with a few less 
punches being pulled, 
the film pushing the 12A 
rating far more than the 
first film ever did, and 
Lawrence brings an 
assured composure to 
the direction. 

The narrative switches 
gears too, not just a fight 
for survival but now also 
introducing an ‘us and 
them’ mentality which 
sees the seeds of revolu¬ 
tion being sown. 

Lawrence skillfully 
manages to bring this to 
the fore but still delivers 
on the action portion of 
the film. The games are 
harder-hitting but there 
is a strong story behind 
the carnage, writers 
Simon Beaufoy and 
Michael Arndt (responsi¬ 
ble for Slumdog 
Millionaire and Toy 
Story 3 respectively) 
doing a great job of 
bringing the pages to 
screen. 

The performances are 
also better this time 
round; Jennifer 
Lawrence (who between 
the first film and this 
one has won an Oscar) 
adds an edge of PTSD to 
Katniss, whose actions 
in the first film have not 
just inspired people but 


also scarred her mental¬ 
ly, the inner torment 
bubbling underneath her 
flinty persona. 

Josh Hutcherson also 
relishes being given a 
little more weight to 
carry, his feelings for 
Katniss being held in 
check by the lives they 
are having to lead, while 
the likes of Sam Claflin, 
Philip Seymour 
Hoffman, Jena Malone 
and Elizabeth Banks all 
shine in their respective 
roles. 

The only sour note is 
struck by the film’s run¬ 
ning time, 146 minutes 
far too long for a story 
that does spend a lot of 
time re-emphasising 
points that only need to 
be made once, while the 
film’s ending, dramatic 
certainly, is a little too 
abrupt, with one eye on 
the next film, failing to 
wrap up this instalment 
satisfactorily enough. 

That being said. 
Catching Fire does set 
up things nicely for that 
final instalment (which 
is being split into two 
films) and makes for an 
entertaining watch in 
itself, growing up mas¬ 
sively from the first film 
and delivering plenty of 
depth. 

VERDICT - 

Eollowing the sequel 
template of bigger, dark¬ 
er and more serious. The 
Hunger Games: 

Catching Fire is an 
impressive piece of 
work. A more satisfying 
viewing experience than 
the first film, across the 
board the improvements 
make for a more sub¬ 
stantial offering and 
leaves you on edge for 
the third film (due next 
year). Enjoyable. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: The Hunger 
Games (2012), The 
Empire Strikes Back 
(1980). 


Evening of 
entertainment 
for charity 


PLEASE come and 
enjoy an evening of 
music and fun at 
the Llantwit Major 
Rugby Club on 
Friday, November 
29, at 7.30pm. 

We have local musi¬ 
cians, a raffle, some 
amazing auction items 
and a chance to make a 
big difference to 
Pancreatic Cancer 
Research. 

Door tickets are £5 
and can be bought at 
Chris Williams 
Optometrist. 

Raffle tickets are £1 
each. Prizes include a 


microwave, a double 
drill set, Eich and 
Ramous voucher, 
Sunkissed voucher, and 
more. 

Auction items include 
a brand new iPad Air, 
front row rugby tickets 
for Wales v Australia, 
coffee with Chrissie 
Wellington (Iron Man 
champion) and celebrity 
signed photos. 

If you cannot attend, 
you can still help by 
donating to Jane’s page 
at 

w ww.j ust giving. com/J an 
e-Williams9. 

Jane Williams, 
Llantwit Major 


St Mary’s, Barry, prepares 
for Christmas tree festival 


AS the St Mary’s Church Christmas tree 
festival in 2012 was so successful, we are 
pleased to confirm that we will be holding 
another event this year from Wednesday, 
December 11 to Saturday, December 15. 

The festival provides a wonderful display of 
Christmas trees, decorated in the style and theme of 
any school, company, organisation or individual who 
has requested to be a tree sponsor. 

It is a great chance for sponsors to show their 
organisation or theme in an imaginative and festive 
way and to be part of a unique mixture of heritage, 
community expression, and fun. 

During the festival, the public will be invited (for 
a small entrance fee of £2, children free) to wander 
through the forest of decorated trees, enjoy live 
music and refreshments and soak up the festive 
atmosphere. 

The launch of the Christmas tree festival takes 
place on December 11, beginning at 6.30pm, when 
we will be joined by Vale AM Jane Hutt, Coun 
Claire Curtis, the Barry Town Mayor, and Coun 
Margaret Wilkinson, the Vale of Glamorgan Mayor, 
as we switch on the lights of nearly 50 trees. 

We will then have the pleasure of listening to 
Cadoxton Primary School display their talent on the 
hand drums. 

This will be followed by the amazing talent of 
Superstars, a local drama group who will be singing 
various songs for us. 

Tickets for this evening will be £5 (refreshments 
included) with children free. 

Viewing of the trees will be possible on Thursday, 


Craft fair 


YOU can find those 
special Christmas 
gifts and cards 
locally and under 
one roof at the 
Enfys Craft Fair on 
Saturday, 

December 7, at the 
St Ffransis 
Millennium Hall, 
Park Road, Barry 
between 10am and 
4pm. 

Craft makers produce 
wooden gifts, jewellery, 
paintings, paperweights, 
personalised cards for all 
occasions, knitted ted¬ 
dies, cushions, scarves 


and baby clothes, fabric 
crafts, embroidered baby 
bibs and blankets, honey, 
beeswax candles and 
creams, mouth-watering 
cupcakes, bara brith and 
Christmas cakes and 
scented candles. 

Christmas music will 
be performed during the 
day by pianist Sian 
Davies, accompanist for 
Barry Choral Society, 
WIAV (Welsh 
International Academy 
of Voice) junior depart¬ 
ment and others. 

If you would like more 
information, contact 
Beryl on 01446 418695 
or Cyril on 01446 
400149. 


Annual carol service 
at Lavernock church 


THE little church of St Lawrence, Fort 
Road, Lavernock, will be holding its 
annual service of ‘Lessons and Carols’ on 
Sunday, December 8, at 3pm. 

The organist will be Anne Thomas and the 
service will be followed by mulled wine and 
minced pies at the Marconi Inn. 

You are most welcome to attend and will find 
parking on the left of Eort Road as you approach 
the church. 


For more information phone 029 20701303. 

Rev Margaret Stark 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats- 
All needing a new family! 




All cats have been 
neutered & microchipped 


All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and small items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome and now you can text 

maws 11 to 70070 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 


December 12 and Eriday, December 13 from 10am 
to 5pm. 

During these two days, visitors will be able to lis¬ 
ten to the wonderful voices of eight local school 
choirs. Refreshments will be available throughout 
the festival. 

On Saturday, December 14, the last day of the tree 
festival, Eather Christmas will be dropping in to St 
Mary’s Church to join the children for breakfast 
among the beautiful Christmas trees. Tickets are £5 
to include breakfast and a gift. 

The church will reopen at 10.30am to once again 
give the public the opportunity to view the trees on 
display. 

Our Christmas tree festival ends with a joint con¬ 
cert on the afternoon of Saturday, December 14, 
when the Barry Choral Society and Saint Richard 
Gwyn School will be entertaining us for the after¬ 
noon from 3pm. Tickets £6, children free, includes 
mince pies and tea/coffee. 

The announcement of the winner of the Christmas 
tree festival will be made during this concert by Jane 
Hutt, and certificates will be presented to the winner 
of the festival. 

A donation from the proceeds of the festival will 
be made to the Big Wrap, a local charity that pro¬ 
vides food parcels and gifts for children who would 
not normally receive anything if it were not for the 
generosity of the supporters of this charity. 

May we at the Parish of Cadoxton wish everyone 
a very happy Christmas and hope that you enjoy this 
wonderful event. 

Eurther details are available from on 01446 
747928 or 07866 078665; 

or email borges888@btintemet.com. 

Susan Borges 

HISTORY SOCIETY’S TALK 

COWBRIDGEHistory Society’s next lecture this 
season will be on Friday, December 6, at 7.30pm in 
the Lesser Hall of the Town Hall, Cowbridge. 

The life of the eccentric Dr William Powell will 
be the subject of a talk by Dean Powell 
(Llantrisant), followed by mince pies and wine. All 
are welcome. 


Christ 
Tree VI 

ma 

lorl 

iS 

Id 

Situated on the A48, between 
Bonvilston and the five mile 
m lane turn off 



From 30th 
November 2013 
8.30am until late 

Seven Varieties of 
Christmas Trees 
including... 
Nordmann Fir, 
Frazer Fir, 

Norway Spruce, etc. 
Sizes from 3ft - 18ft. 

Orders taken in advance 
for large trees. 

Prices Held! 

Also available 
Wreaths, Stands, 
Pot Grown Trees 
and Decorations 

Telephone: 
MARY 

07887 720678 
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Local families at the heart 
of Cadoxton businesses 



ABOVE: Kris Margetts of Gentlemen’s 
Barbers Shop wishes all his customers a 
‘Happy Christmas’. 


K. MARGETTS 
2- (Funky’s) 

B GENTLEMEN’S 
BARBER SHOP 

51 VERB STREET, CADOXTON 

Adults from £7 
OAPs from £5 
Children from £6 

Excellent Prices 
Open Tuesday - Saturday 9ani - 6pni 

Tel. 07731 763087 



C ADOXTON businesses are always 
buzzing with enthusiasm - from 
Vere Street, up Main Street and 
along Barry Road. 

Cadoxton has St Cadoc, a 6th century saint, to 
thank for its name, and it was once a village in its 
own right. 

Despite being swallowed up decades ago, the 
area still retains its own strong commercial flavour 
thanks to people like Allan Payne, the ever-friendly 
owner of Cadoxton Fish Bar, a family owned busi¬ 
ness. 

Allan once owned a business in Cardiff and relo¬ 
cated to Vere Street, Barry, 13 years ago. 

He said: “We serve very local customers, and 
people from Wenvoe, Dinas, Sully and Penarth. 

“From 4.30pm, we also do deliveries, with last 
orders at 9.30pm.” 

Some people stay to eat on Allan’s premises, but 
most pop in to order their food and head off a cou¬ 
ple of moments later with their evening meal. 

He offers a varied menu, including fish and 
chips, Clark’s pies, kebabs, southern fried chicken 
and curries. 

Allan is the man who saves people that weari¬ 
some cooking at the end of a long winter’s day. 

HELPER 

The aim of great businesses is to provide a great 
product or to make a customer’s life easier. 

The Laundry Rooms certainly fits into the ‘help¬ 
ing out’ category, providing a free collection and 
delivery laundry service as far afield as Wenvoe, 
Sully and Dinas for orders over £10. 

Whether it is ironing, ‘wash and drying’ (there’s 
a fully equipped laundrette on site) dry cleaning, 


alterations or quilt cleaning - the business is a real 
helper for OAPs, busy mums and singletons. 

The shop is open six days a week, from Sam 
until 5.30pm, Monday to Friday, and 8.30am to 
2pm on Saturdays. 

The Laundry Rooms is known as the business 
‘where the best clothes hang out’. Why not join the 
growing band of people who drop their clothes in 
for cleaning or ironing and pick them up in tip-top 
condition later in the week. 

BARBER 

Kris Margetts owns Gentlemen’s Barber Shop 
directly across the road from Cadoxton Fish Bar. 

Kris told The GEM: “Fve been here 17 months 
now and it has gone very well. 

“We’re open from Monday to Saturday and close 
at 5pm, except on Saturdays when we shut at 
3.30pm. 

“On Christmas week, I plan to be open on the 
Monday. 

“Fd like to wish all my customers a very happy 
Christmas and prosperous new year.” 

TOYS 

Some family businesses in Cadoxton have been 
going for decades. 

Roy’s Toys was opened in 1983 by Roy Wiliams, 
and his daughter Carole Brown now runs it. 

Carol said: “A lot of youngsters now like toys 
that involve doing something - a project of some 
sort. One product we have projects the planets onto 
the ceiling. Space games, dinosaurs, electric motor¬ 
bikes, Mr Potato Head, Mini Mouse are all popu¬ 
lar.” 

The shop takes pride in being a part of the com¬ 
munity. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17 



ABOVE: 

Do you want a special Christmas cake? 
Then go to Allison’s Celebration Cakes - 
Allison will also give you all the help and 
equipment you need if you ’re 
planning your own cake ‘bake off’. 


MENU 

Chips.Cone £1.00 

Small £1.50 

.Large £2.20 

Fries.£1.10 

Peters Pies.£1.80 

Peters Pasties.£1.50 

VP Pies .Small £1.40 

.Large £1.90 

Steak & Kidney.£2.20 

Saveloy.£1.00 

Fish (Cod).£3.60 

Fish Bites.80p each 

.4 for £2.50 

Fish Cake.65p 

Rissole .£1.20p 

Sausage.Small 50p 

.Jumbo £1.00 

Sausage in Batter.Small 60p 

.Jumbo £1.10 

Bigfoot Plain.£1.50 

Bigfoot in Batter.£1.70 

Turkey Stick.£1.40 

Veg Spring Roll.£1.40 

Pineapple in Batter.90p 

Mushroom in Batter.30p each 

Chicken .Leg £2.00 

.Breast £2.30 

.Whole £7.00 

Rice.£1.00 

Chicken, Curry, Rice 

& Chips.£4.50 

Chicken Curry & Rice.£3.90 

Chicken Curry & Chips.£4.20 

Chicken Curry.£2.60 

Curry & Chips.£2.20 

Gravy & Chips.£2.20 

Pot of Curry.£1.10 

Pot of Gravy .£1.10 

Chips, Cheese & Beans 

or Sauce.£2.90 

Kids Meal with 

Drink and Lolly.£1.80 



.CADOXTOfy, 


- FISH BAR 


The only Traditional Fish & Chip Shop 

THAT DELIVERS 

Free deliveries on orders over £7.50 Minimum order £5.00 
£1 delivery charge for orders under £7.50 


SPECIAL OFFER: 

Starting December 1st 
until 31st Jan 2014 

Fish now only £3.00 


should be £3.60 


We deliver to Barry, Sully & Wenvoe. 
Deliveries start at £4.30 untii (iast orders) 
9.30pm. Discounts avaiiabie for Party 
Bookings. We wiii deiiver to you. 


We would like to wish all our loyal customers and our neighbouring 
businesses a very Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year 

I 

•I 


s 
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DEALS 

SOUTHERN FRIED CHICKEN 

Boneless Strips.50p each 

3 pieces.£1.30 

12 pieces .£4.20 

1/4lb Burger, Chips & Can .£3.60 

1/2lb Burger, Chips & Can .£4.10 

1/4lb Chicken Burger, Chips & Can . £3.80 
1/2lb Chicken Burger, Chips & Can . £4.30 

Medium Kebab, Chips & Can .£5.00 

Any 2 Medium Kebabs, Chips & Lowes Bottle 

4 Pieces of Southern Fried Chicken, 

4 Boneless Strips, 4 Chicken Nuggets, 

Tray of Salad, Tub of Coleslaw & 1 Dip, £8.40 
2 chips & 1.5ltr of Coke.£11.00 


1 piece of Southern Fried Chicken, 

Chips & Can £2.80 

2 pieces of Southern Fried Chicken, 

Chips & Can £3.80 

5 pieces of Southern Fried Chicken, 

2 Chips & Lowes Bottle £8.00 

FAMILY PACK 

10 pieces of Southern Fried Chicken, 3 chips, 
1.5ltr Coke, pot of coleslaw or beans £14.00 

MEGA PACK 

15 pieces of Southern Fried Chicken, 4 chips, 
coleslaw & beans, 1.5ltr Coke £19.00 


Medium Doner.£3.30 

Large Doner.£4.00 

Medium Chicken.£3.70 

Large Chicken .£4.20 

Mixed Small.£4.00 

Mixed Large.£4.90 


KEBABS 

Donar Wraps.£2.50 

Chicken Wraps.£2.60 

Includes all salad 
and sauce 

(sauce on - not pots) 


Salad Kebab.£1.60 

Chip Kebab .£2.00 

Chip Sauce Kebab.£2.50 

Pot of Sauce 

(Garlic, Chilli or Mint).£1.00 

Tray Salad.£1.50 


OPEN: All day Monday - Saturday 11.30 am - 10.00 pm • Closed Sundays 

12 Vere Street, Cadoxton • Tel 01446 400180 


BURGERS 


1/4lb Burger. 

.£1.70 

1/2lb Burger. 

.£2.30 

with cheese - 

20p extra 

1/4lb Chicken Burger 

.£1.90 

1/2lb Burger. 

.£2.60 

1/4lb Veggie Burger.. 

.£1.80 

1/2lb Veggie Burger.. 

.£2.40 

Burger in Batter. 

.£1.20 

Kebab Burger. 

.£2.60 


SOUTHERN 
FRIED CHICKEN 


1 Piece . 

.£1.20 

2 Pieces. 

.£2.10 

5 Pieces. 

.£4.50 

8 Chicken Nuggets. 

.£2.00 

[Faggots, Peas, Chips & 

Gravy. 

.£3.00 

Faggots, Peas & Gravy. 

.£2.30 

DRINKS 

CANS. 

.80p 

500ml Drinks. 

.£1.25 

Large Lowes. 

.£1.40 

1.5 Coke. 

.£1.99 

Kids Bottles . 

.50p 

Kids Cartons. 

.20p 

Milk Shakes. 

.99p 

Slush. 

.Small 60p 

.Large £1.20 


EXTRAS 

Potato Fritter.40p 

^rawn Cocktails.£1.50 each 

Tub of Coleslaw.£1.40 

Cheesy Chips.£2.50 

Beans & Chips.£2.20 

Garlic Bread .£1.50 

8 Scampi & Chips.£3.00 

Pot of Peas.£1.00 

Pot of Beans.£1.00 

Pitta Bread.Small 30p 

Large 40p 

Peas & Gravy.£2.00 

Free 1.5 Ltr Coke on non 
Meal Deal Orders over £12.00 


LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK 


facebook 
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ABOVE: There is still time to order new 
curtains from ‘D Rhys Jones and Son, The 
Curtain and Net Centre’ and have them 
fitted in time for Christmas. 


Best service 
on your 
doorstep! 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 16 

Carol said: “We sup¬ 
port the Scout post 
every year. This year the 
deadline is December 2. 
The stamps are 25p each 
and deliveries go to 
Cardiff and parts of the 
Vale.” 

Roy’s Toys is also a 
convenient supplier of 
all those Christmas 
needs like wrapping 
paper, cards and festive 
crackers and decora¬ 
tions. 

CELEBRATIONS! 

Round the corner on 
Barry Road is Allison’s 
Celebration Cakes. 

Allison will create all 
sorts of cakes for wed¬ 
dings, christenings, 
birthdays, anniversaries 

- even divorces! 

But the shop is also 
there to help the grow¬ 
ing band of people who 
are baking and want the 
necessary equipment. 

Programmes like The 
Great British Bake Off 
have inspired people to 
try their hand, and pro¬ 
duce a master creation. 

Allison explained: 
“Home baking and cake 
decoration is growing as 
a hobby and we supply 
everything people need 

- cake boards in lots of 
different colours, sugar 


flowers, figures and 
marzipan.” 

Allison supplies all 
the catering tools and 
extras - cutters, ribbons, 
edible and non-edible 
decorations, and cookie 
cutters. 

Another innovation is 
‘edible photo imaging’ 
with a photo being 
transferred onto a sugar- 
coated cake of a client’s 
choice. 

WINDOW DRESSING 

There is still time to 
order new curtains from 
‘D Rhys Jones and Son 
The Curtain and Net 
Centre’ and have them 
fitted by Christmas. 

The business is fami¬ 
ly owned and run by 
Ann and Rhys Jones. 
Ann advises clients to 
get their order in within 
the next week. 

TIME TO QUIT! 

The Gough family 
used to run the popular 
local Spar supermarket, 
but now run the ‘Totally 
Wicked’ shop, which 
supplies electronic ciga¬ 
rettes. Callum Goule 
and Leighton Jones are 
on hand to help all the 
customers with the latest 
products and advice. 

As you can see, fami¬ 
lies are at the heart of 
business in Cadoxton - 
and all the better for it! 


Salon Caprice 

Now taking bookings for 
Christmas Hair Appointments 


Nicky,Vicky, Jade and Kelly 
would like to wish 
all their customers a 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 


Please call at: 

96 Main Street, Cadoxton 
or telephone: 01446 735275 


ABOVE: 

Top chippy - Allan Payne is the 
ever-friendly face at Cadoxton Eish Bar. 



ABOVE: 

Carol Brown of Roy’s Toys is celebrating 
over 30 years of trading in Cadoxton. 


THE LALINEHIY ROOMS 




" Claire, Paul and all the staff from The 
Laundry Rooms wish our all customers a 
very Merry Xmas and a Happy New Year" 

Our beautiful shop is open 6 days a week, ready to 
help with all your personal or business laundry needs. 
We offer an Ironing service, dry clean and alteration 
agency, in addition to our fully equipped service 
launderette. 

Over the busy season, our 'mobile laundry' collection 
and delivery service is a must. Simply arrange a 
collection and we will pick up your dirty washing and 
return it washed/dried/folded - very popular with 
busy mums and senior citizens. 

FREE Day & Evening Collections 
available for many areas. 

Telephone, e-mail or simply pop in to The Laimdry 
Rooms, and allow our elves to take the strain away! 

Telephone: 01446-740730 
25 VERB STREET, BARRY. CE63 2HW 

www.thelaundry-rooms.co.uk 

info@thelaundry-rooms.co.uk 

Remember..."Its where the 
best clothes hang out" 


Victoria Park hosts 
dozens of events and 
its carol service is next! 



V ICTORIA PARK was once a run¬ 
down urban park, but in the last 
five years it has been brought back 
to life and is now Barry’s only Green 
Flag award-winning park. 

The award of a Heritage Lottery Fund grant in 
2008 enabled the Vale Council to restore the park to 
its former glory. 

All its fine features were restored, including a 
magnificent bandstand, together with a new play 
area, multi sports court, community room and 
office building. 

Victoria Park is well-known throughout the town 
for its special events and there’s another one on 
Friday, December 13 ‘Christmas Carols in the Park’ 
from 6pm to 8pm. 

It is a charity concert in aid of Macmillan Nurses 
with the Barry Brass Band. 

The park manager, Jon Greatrex, explained: 
“Barry Brass Band provides the music and we pro¬ 
vide the song sheets, and the public can join in the 
sing-along. 

“There will be a charity raffle, a tombola, a 
lucky dip and a competition for all ages, along with 
warming food and drinks. 

“It is an evening hosted by Barry Brass Band 
with the help of Cadoxton Bowls Club - something 
to get people in the Christmas spirit.” 

Jon has been delighted with the progress made in 
recent years at the park. 


ROY'S TOYS 

93 Main St, Cadoxton, Barry 01446 700811 

TOYS! TOYS! 
TOYS! 

• Christmas and 
Greeting Cards 
• Gift Wrap 
• Decorations 
and more Toys! 

Think Toys - Think Roys! 



Ultimate 
Barbers * 

Donna, Jack, John & Tom would 
like to thank all their customers 
for their support, and we also 
wish them a very Meriy 
Christmas and a Happy 2014! 


All types of Haircuts, 

* Fades & Patterns ^ 

We are now offering 

* « Facial Shaves ^ ^ 


: OPEN: Monday-Friday 9am-5.30pm; 
^ Saturday 8am-3.30pm ^ 


4 VERE STREET, BARRY 

TELEPHONE: 01446 742244 


“A small team of staff, keep the gardens looking 
good, and helped by the local community, and the 
ever supportive Friends of Victoria Park group, we 
are able to bring together a varied and comprehen¬ 
sive series of events throughout the year.” 

Among the events now regularly held are 
Cadstock, the outdoor rock and blues event, Voices 
in the Park, a brass band concert, outdoor discos, 
the charity fun dog show. The Mount Pleasant 
Summer Jamboree, Flying Start Family Fun Day, 
Easter hunts and quizzes, Hallowe ’en Monsters 
Ball, local school visits, nursery group nature play, 
story telling group, arts and craft events and exhi¬ 
bitions - to name just a few! 

, RE-UPHOLSTERY i 

I CURTAIN & NET CENTRE % 



2 CHURCH ROAD 
ICADOXTON•BARRY 
Tel. 01446 735259 


FULLISONjf 

Celebration Cakes 


TIME TO PREPARE 
YOUR CHRISTMAS CAKE 


Marzipan Sugar Paste 
New Coloured Qke Boards ^Moulds 
Christmas Cutters: 

Holly, Ivy, Christmas Trees 
Edible and Non-Edible 
Christmas Cake Decorations 
including new Edible Glitter Range 

Christmas Ribbons 
Cup Cake Cases & Stands 
Now Available 

Photo imaging transfers also available 


7 Barry Road, Cadoxton 
Barry (01446) 740377 


I www.allisonscelebrationcakes.co.uk | 
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School’s little ^Pudsey hears’ 
support children’s charity 



\PJs and spots....but all in a\ 
good cause! Well done to 
Llanilltud Fawr Primary. 


AT Llanilltud Fawr 
Primary School, the 
children in the 
nursery class had a 
fantastic Children 
in Need day. 

They coloured pic¬ 
tures of Pudsey Bear, 
decorated spotty bis¬ 
cuits and made head 
bandages! 

Children came to 
school dressed either in 
their pyjamas or as a 
super hero. The school 
raised £364. Well done 
everyone! 

NG 


NFU Ladies impressed! 


THE Penllyn Hall on 
November 19 was packed when 
50 ladies listened attentively to 
Claire Davies and Val Weaver 
giving illustrated talks on their 
fund-raising challenges in aid 
of Macmillan Volunteer 
Nursing, Cardiff and Vale 
Appeal Fund. 

You couldn’t hear a pin drop as the 
two ladies told the club of their adven¬ 
tures. 

They talked enthusiastically on their 
challenges in Iceland, Peru and climb¬ 
ing Mount Kilimanjaro, pushing them¬ 
selves to the limit, and when they were 
at their lowest ebb always reasoned 


with eachother that they were there 
because they were being sponsored for 
these events, raising money for these 
very special nurses. 

Claire and Val have raised thou¬ 
sands of pounds for this charity and the 
club felt honoured to be supporting 
them. 

The club wished them success for 
their future ventures and Jean Griffiths 
gave them a special vote of thanks. 

The next meeting of the NFU Ladies 
takes place on Wednesday, December 
11 at 7.30pm at Penllyn Church for a 
carol service, before adjourning to the 
village hall for the annual Christmas 
party. 

JS 


School’s award 



The girls helping Pudsey Bear for Children in Need. 


NEWS FROM 
BRYN HAFREN 
SCHOOL 

Dancing 
in the 
World 
Cup! 

ON Saturday, 
October 26 pupils 
from Bryn Hafren 
took part in the 
Rugby League 
World Cup opening 
ceremony. 

Bryn Hafren girls per¬ 
formed alongside pro¬ 
fessional dancers and 
musicians at the opening 
ceremony in the 
Millennium Stadium in 
front of 45,000 specta¬ 
tors. 

The girls were very 
proud of themselves and 


thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience. 

By Chelsea George. 

School’s 

award 

BRYN HAFREN 
Comprehensive School 
is delighted to 
announce that this year 
they have scored a 
Silver in the Investors 
in People Award. 

Investors in People is 
an organisation that 


looks at all kinds of 
businesses to see how 
well they manage their 
staff. 

In previous years the 
school has achieved a 
bronze award. When 
assistant headteacher Ms 
Davis was asked how 
she felt about winning 
the award she replied: “I 
am delighted that the 
school has received this 
award.” 

She added that the 
school is taking action to 
meet the improvements 
that were suggested to 
progress to the gold 
award. 

By Megan 
Hewitson, Camille 

Danielsen and Jamey 
Pengilley. 


Children 
In Need 

STAFF and pupils 
raised £1,180 recently 
for Children in Need. 
Fundraising activities 
included an ‘own 
clothes day’, Pudsey 
Bear cakes, Pudsey 
face painting in the 
beauty salon and a 
sponsored benchball 
and swimathon. There 
was also a staff versus 
year-II match at lunch 
time, won by the teach¬ 
ers - a rematch has 
been scheduled for 
next year! 

A busy day was had by 
all! 


Senior citizens 
look forward to 
Carmarthen trip 

COWBRIDGE Senior Citizens’ next out¬ 
ing is a trip to Carmarthen, on 
Wednesday, December 4. 

Pick up at Geoffrey Ashe Court is at 8.50am and 
the town hall at 9am. 

The Christmas lunch will be held on December 19 
at St Athan Golf club, pick up at 12.30 for 1pm. 

Contact Mavis Ashford on 01446 775508 for fur¬ 
ther details. 


Did you know 
you can follow The 
GEM on Twitter? 

@gem_news 



Is your kitchen looking unwell? 

ccULB^ P<nrr Potior 

A lamily business with vast experience in the 
replacemeril door and worktop market. Everythi.ng 
you require from the doors, to worktops and new 
appliances and sinks. 


IxMiK Poor Pochr 

DOCTOR U wwv/.ti&cr-ii&t4tn‘.C4>.uk. 

01446 688018/01656 360027 


Qtfort 
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Barry RAF Association celebrates 75th birthday 



ON Thursday, 

November 14, the 
Barry Branch celebrat¬ 
ed its 75th birthday 
with Air Marshall Sir 
‘Dusty’ Miller, the 
RAF Association 
National President, as 
one of its guests of hon¬ 
our at a dinner held to 
mark this occasion in 
the branch’s history. 

It was also a fitting 
moment as a new stan¬ 
dard, along with the gold 
and platinum tassels, 
which now proudly 
adorns it, was dedicated 
by the Padre, Wing 
Commander Lance 
Clarke, as a special dis¬ 
pensation to hold the serv¬ 
ice in the Masonic Hall, 
Barry. 

In November, 1938, 
prior to the anticipated 
hostilities building up in 
Germany, it was decided 


to move the RAF instruc¬ 
tors and trainees away 
from the London area 
down to the newly-con¬ 
structed base at RAF St 
Athan in south Wales. 

Those same instmctors 
formed Comrades of the 
Royal Air Forces 
Association and called 
itself St Athan, Cadoc and 
Barry Branch. 

Five years later it 
became amalgamated into 
the Royal Air Forces 
Association which cele¬ 
brates its own 70th birth¬ 
day this year. 

Now the branch is just 
known simply as the 
Barry branch. 

The series of birthday 
events started back in July 
2013 when the Vale 
Mayor, Coun Margaret 
Wilkinson, hosted the 
start of Barry Branch’s 
planned events which 
raised the profile of the 
RAF Association within 


the local community. 

The town’s King 
Square and library 
became the focal points in 
September for the ex hi bits 
and entertainment laid on 
for the passing shoppers. 
A rock choir and 372 
(Barry) ATC Sqn Corps of 
Drums provided some 
lively listening to draw in 
the public. 

Ben Smith from Only 
Men Aloud sang at and 
hosted the concert in St 
Mary’s Church in 
October, along with the 
Vale of Glamorgan Brass 
Band, to provide some 
excellent entertainment 
for the invited audience. 

Cadets from 372 
(Barry) ATC Sqn also had 
the opportunity of speak¬ 
ing with Ben, who was 
himself an Air Cadet 
many years ago, before 
going on to feature in 
Simon Cowell’s singing 
contest and later to devel¬ 



op those talents and study 
music in London. 

October again saw a 
well known and larger 
than life character, Mandy 
Starr, singing at the RAF 
Association regional 
dance in the Barry Rugby 
Club. 

RAFA Branches from 
around East Glamorgan 
and Gwent attending the 
dance were treated to the 
powerful voice of Mandy 
singing many well known 
songs and providing her 
own imaginative sense of 
humour to the assembled 
members. 

The branch dinner in 
November formed the last 
event to round off a 
remarkable year in the 
branch’s history. 


Since the branch was 
forced to dispose of its 
club, it went through a 
low point before settling 
into holding its meetings 
courtesy of 372 (Barry) 
ATC Sqn now acting as its 
host. 

Many RAFA members 
call it a temperance 
branch, with just teas and 
coffees being served. 

The Barry branch has 
now gone on from 
strength to strength in its 
activities and is extremely 
active within the local 
community with its wel¬ 
fare work, looking after 
many RAF veterans who 
have retired from RAF St 
Athan to live in the local 
community. 

The branch secretary. 


Howard Provis, said that it 
had been a very proud 
moment for him and the 
association to see the year 
come to such a successful 
conclusion at the dinner, 
having organised the 
funding support and din¬ 
ner, along with the dedica¬ 
tion of the new standard 
which he had the honour 
to parade on such an aus¬ 
picious occasion. 

He also wished to 
thank aU his sponsors, but 
especially A G Adams & 
Son for gifting the branch 
with the new standard. 

Geoff Horton 



WENVOE 

& Paving Centre 

Come and see - our fantastic range of 

Log Cabins, Gazebos and Hot Tub Houses 



i*' ^ 1 


y 




APEX SHEDS 

6' X 4' - £295 • 7' X 5' - £339 • 8' x 6' - £395 

Prices include VAT and local delivery. While stocks last 

Installation only £65 (locally on your prepared base) 

Need a base? Want your old shed taken away? 

We are happy to quote for the work! 

Also available: SHEDS - SUMMERHOUSES - GREENHOUSES - 
PLAYHOUSES - POTTING SHEDS - ARCHES AND ARBOURS. 

Wenvoe Garden Buildings & Paving Centre, Style Gardens Centre 
Port Road, Wenvoe, Cardiff, CF5 6AD 

Opening Times: Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.30pm Sat 9.00am - 5.00pm, Sun 10.30am - 
4.30pm. Tel: 02920 591000 

We look forward to seeing you! 

Download our cabin brochure at www.wenvoegarden.co.uk 


WHAT’S 

ON 

In brief 
Festive 
antique 
collectors’ 
fair 

IF you are looking for 
something special for 
your loved ones this 
Christmas, it will cer¬ 
tainly be worth calling 
at The Duke of 
Wellington, Cowbridge 
on Saturday, 

December 7, where 
you will undoubtedly 
find something differ¬ 
ent. 

It will be open from 
10am-4pm; entrance £1, 

Mount 

Pleasant 

Christmas 

bazaar 

THERE is a Christmas 
Bazaar at Mount 
Pleasant Church 
Community Hall, 
Mount Pleasant, 
Cadoxton, Barry, on 
Saturday, December 7 
at 2pm-4pm. 

Please come along - 
admission is free. 
Refreshments available; 
pick up some gifts for 
Christmas! 

Zumba 

Zumba, Zumba Gold 
and Piloxing take place 
in the hall on the fol¬ 
lowing days: 

Wednesday - Zumba 
Gold, 1pm; Zumba, 
6.30pm. 

Saturday - Piloxing 
(a mixture of Pilates and 
Boxing) at 10am. 

DH 


^ • Holistic Treatments 

K ^ • Hair Extensions • Flabelos Machine 

K H • Sienna X Spray Tanning 

^I^B B^ BB • specialist nails • Body • Waxing 

^B^l * Male Grooming • HD Brows 

^ • Semi-Permanent Lashes 

B • Airbase High Definition Make-Up 

B.^^F B • Eve Taylor London Facials 

B^^ B B B B • Shrinking Violet Body Wrap 

B • Microdermabrasion - Yoga • Sassy 

The party season is nearly here so why not get 6 girlies, some 
champagne or wine & come & party with us at beauty basics for 2 
full hours of relaxation or full on fun for £120... That’s £20 each and 
you get the salon to yourselves with unlimited treatments (Botox, 
hair extensions & teeth whitening excluded). Everything else is 
available including nails, massage, facials, flabelos, pedicure, 
mapicure, spray tan, weight loss, eyelash extensions, HD Brows. 


— Cdrisimas <^ers 


/Burt /k^Ca^ation 

Enjoy an aromatherapy back massage followed by a harmonising reiki 
session - just what the body needs to relax and rebalance. To complete 
the relaxing effect, the treatment will end with a soothing cup of herbal 
tea.only £40 

/Btactful Moment 

One’s social calendar can overflow in the weeks before Christmas, with 
so many parties and the all-important shopping. ...Take a moment out of 
the hurly-burly for a mini facial, back massage and mini manicure, 
complete with a glass of champagne and chocolates.only £40 

Infinitt Lasfies by Mpuvtau Contour 

For realistic fake lashes that last up to 3 months. Several lightweight 
lashes - so fine that you can hardly feel them - are applied to each 
natural lash. The result? Incredible length and volume, and no need for 
mascara for quite a while. £70 

/DtcCtor the /kff/bianct /facial 

After a thorough cleanse and exfoliation, a deep massage wakes up 
your complexion to leave skin bright and sparkly. And to end? A 
luxurious hand and arm massage. £35 for an hour 

^rorv Construction 

This is a complete eyebrow MOT. The therapist tints your brows to 
work with your skin tone, then threads away the stray hairs for a 
polished shape. It does wonders for those with fair hair or patchy 
growth. From £15, suitable for men and women 

Christmas /Btdicurt 

Pamper your toes in time for the party season with the Christmas 
Pudicure. Start with a glass of champagne or mug of hot chocolate, 
and sit back to enjoy a tension-relieving foot massage with black 
treacle and brown sugar. Your feet are then soaked in hot milk, 
cinnamon and orange slices before a quick nail shape and slick of 
colour from the O.P.I range £40 


In salon or home visits available • Gift vouchers available 
Open Sunday up until Christmas on appointment only 

01446 700836 

www.beautybasicsbarry.comwww.beautybasicswales.co.uk 

11 Broad Street Parade, Barry CF62 7AN 
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IN THE RUN UP TO^JCHRISTMAS 


BRIDGEND OFFERS BIG WELCOME 
TO SANTA AND ALL HIS ELVES! 



‘Elves’ of all ages will be invited to get 
together on Adare Street in Bridgend 
town centre on Saturday, December 14, 
for the annual Elf-steddfod. 


G&W i-p.* 

An established, traditional 
firm with a personal, 
modern approach. 


Legal Services 
for the individuals 
the family and for 
business. 


Bridgend 

12 Park Street. Bridgend. CF31 4KZ 

01656 653122 
Cowbridge 

4A Westgate, Cowbridge, CF71 7AR 

01446 772212 


S ANTA and his crew will be making 
an entrance with a difference this 
weekend to kick off this year’s cele¬ 
brations in Bridgend town centre. 

He will be riding into 
town on Saturday, 
November 30 at around 
11am alongside biker 
Elves and Rudolph. 

As the countdown to 
the festive period revs 
up, families will then be 
invited to gather around 
the Christmas tree for 
the switching on of the 
Christmas lights at 
4:30pm. 

CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 21 



h IVILliRY 
OHKISThHAS 
TO ALL OOR 
CLILRTS 


BRIDGEND - 

The base for 
a wide variety 
of thriving 
businesses 


FI 


OR a town 
such as 
Bridgend, 
there is a definite 
downside to being 
situated between 
two much larger 
cities in Cardiff 
and Swansea. 

It is almost impossi¬ 
ble not to be over¬ 
looked - and some 
people may simply see 
the town as an exit off 
the M4 - even though 
Bridgend has two 
exits! 

In fact, the town, 
and the wider Bridgend 
county borough area, 
including Pencoed, 



www.gaske I landwalker.com 






Christmas Fayre & Santa’s grotto 

Saturday 7 December, 10.30am-3.30pm 

Christmas tombola & raffle, books, bric-a-brac, 
refreshments, homemade cakes, Santa's grotto and 
more! Entrance: £1 adults, children 50p, under 3'sfree! 
Held at: Bridgend Adoption Centre, Pant Hirwaun, 
Bryncethin, Bridgend, CF32 9UJ. See you there! 


T: 01656 724 396 
E: bridgend@cats.org.uk 
W: www.bridgend.cats.org.uk 

Reg Charity 203644 (England and Wales) and SC037711 (Scotland) 


thomas‘51 


A LARGE RANGE 
OF SPECIAL OFFERS 
AVAILABLE 

Subject to terms and conditions. 

Also an impressive range of 
bedroom furniture ... 


Porthcawl and Maesteg. 
has a thriving business 
community that covers 
all aspects of business 
from retail to distribu¬ 
tion, from manufactur¬ 
ing to high-tech 
research, and from 
tourism to the service 
sector. 

Any part of the bor¬ 
ough is fairly close to 
the M4, and this gives 
the area a strong advan¬ 
tage - attracting new 
businesses who, in turn, 
stimulate the overall 
economic environment. 

The town of 
Bridgend has been the 
subject of considerable 
investment in recent 
years, with European 
Social Fund cash being 
spent to improve the 
overall retail environ¬ 
ment. 

The result is that, in 
addition to the well- 
known supermarkets 
that encircle any con- 
nurbation these days, 
established companies 
and new businesses are 
finding the town an 
ideal base for trading. 

Similarly, traders 
long ago identified the 
trading estates around 
the town - most with 
really good access to 
the M4 - as an ideal 
base to offer a range of 
goods. 

A good example is 
Solar Sunshades, which 
is celebrating its 35th 
anniversary this year - 
testament to what a 


good place Bridgend is 
to trade from. 

Another company 
that found Bridgend 
county borough to be 
an excellent base is 
Parcel Promise, based 
in South Comelly. 

Chris Jones 

explained that the com¬ 
pany had started 18 
years ago in Penarth, 
supplying and deliver¬ 
ing marine equipment 
around the UK. 

He said: “When we 
moved to South 
Cornelly four years 
ago, we had developed 
an extensive delivery 
network, so we decided 
to add a parcel delivery 
service as well.” 

He said that because 
the core business - 
which has now expand¬ 
ed from just marine 
equipment to firewood 
and other products - 
covers a proportion of 
the delivery costs, they 
can quote a highly com¬ 
petitive rate. 

Economic activity in 
the area from business¬ 
es such as these gener¬ 
ates so many spin-offs 
- extra employment and 
the need for other serv¬ 


ices - that the area can 
support a huge variety 
of businesses. 

Whether it is fashion, 
legal services, home 
furnishings, kitchens, 
good quality clothing 
for all ages, restaurants, 
cafes and pubs - the 
area around Bridgend 
has so much to offer. 

Shoppers whose 
knee-jerk reaction is to 
head for a city centre or 
a retail park will be 
missing out on some¬ 
thing that matters in 
this high-pressure 
world, where every¬ 
thing has to be be done 
in a hurry. 

An area like 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough nurtures new 
entrepreneurs and, 
because life is not easy 
for any business in the 
current competitive 
environment, only the 
efficient, good value 
and good service ones 
survive. 

The area is far more 
than a series of exits as 
you travel between 
south Wales’ two 
Premier League cities. 

It makes sense to 
stay local! 


MIDNIGHT RUNNERS 

KARAOKE/DISCO 

70’s Music - Dance Anthems 

Get the Party started .. . 
Parties, Family Celebrations 
Call Blue Eyes on 

07949 968835 
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IN THE RUN UP T CHRISTMAS 



CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 20 

A Christmas market 
will also be held on the 
town centre streets dur¬ 
ing the day and on 
Friday, November 29, a 
Santa’s grotto in 
Bridgend Indoor Market 
will be welcoming visi¬ 
tors for the first time on 
Saturday, November 30 
and will then open again 
on December 7 and 14, 
with tickets on sale each 
day in the Rhiw 
Shopping Centre. 

On Saturday, 
December 7, from 11am 
- 4pm, families will 
also be able to ride the 
Santa Express street 
train around the town 
centre to take in the 
Christmas lights and 
decorations. 

‘Elves’ of all ages 
will be invited to get 
together on Adare Street 
on Saturday, December 
14 for the annual Elf- 
steddfod, sponsored by 
the Welsh Blood 
Service. Last year, more 
than 1,200 people 


packed into the street, 
setting a new world 
record and little helpers 
are being asked to join 
in the fun at the event 
again this year. 

There will be activi¬ 
ties and entertainment 
from 12pm to 3pm, 
including a ‘snowball on 
the spoon’ competition, 
igloo building, Santa’s 
workshop challenge, 
music from ‘Rockin 
Dave’ and a chance to 
make your own reindeer 
food, with the Elf- 
steddfod count in Adare 
Street at 2pm. All par¬ 
ticipants are encouraged 
to wear either a green or 
red jumper if possible 
and they will be given 
elf hats. 

Shoppers will be 
pleased to hear that 
there will be free park¬ 
ing offered in all council 
car parks across the 
county borough (apart 
from Rest Bay in 
Porthcawl) after 2pm 
from December 9-15, 
and after 10am from 
December 16-24. 


Christmas Fayre to help 
Cats Protection Centre 


C ATS 

Protection’s 

Bridgend 

Adoption Centre is 
holding a star stud¬ 
ded Christmas 
Fayre on Saturday, 
December 7 run¬ 
ning from 10.30am 
to 3.30pm, which 
promises to be a 
fun day out for all 
of the family. 

Staff and volunteers 
will be dressing up as 
their favourite movie 
characters and Santa 
and his helpers will be 
in his grotto taking 
Christmas wishes. 

There will be a raffle, 
tombola, nearly-new 
stand, bric-a-brac, 
books, children’s activi¬ 
ty comer, fresh cakes. 


Thank you to all our loyal customers... 

Celebrating 10 years! 


ijJiJUij‘j'JU VOLVO 3?s 

_ Bridgend’s Alternative to main dealer prices... _ 


TRUST THE CAR, TRUST OUR SERVICE 



IS YOUR VOLVO READY FOR WINTER? 

Along with regular servicing and MOTs, it is important to maintain a regular check on 
your vehicle inbetween services. As winter creeps up on us, making sure your car is 
prepared for when the temperature drops should be a priority. It is important to check 
the anti-freeze strength in your vehicle and carry out other visual and levels checks to 
ensure it remains in top condition, and gives you piece of mind whilst driving in the 
winter months. We are therefore pleased to offer you the following: 

1. 22 POINT HEALTH CHECK on your vehicle for £19.99 Inc VAT 

2. ANTI-FREEZE CHANGE WITH HEALTH CHECK on your vehicle for £42.00 inc VAT 


Bridgend VOLVO Specialists Ltd, Unit 7-8, North Point, 
Bridgend Industrial Estate CF31 3RX 
www.bvswales.co.uk • For more information call 01656 769769 




refreshments and much 
more. 

Visitors can also meet 
the many loving and 
adorable cats, currently 
in the centre’s care, who 
are looking for new 
homes. They include 
Georgie - a beautiful 
one-year-old tortie 
female, who’s very 
friendly and loving. 

Sue Dobbs, the centre 
manager said: “The 
Christmas Fayre is a 
great opportunity to 


enjoy some festive fun 
while supporting the 
charity which finds new 
homes for the many 
unwanted and aban¬ 
doned cats that come 
into its care.” 

For more information 
about the Open Day 
and/or directions, call 
the centre on 01656 
724396. The centre 
currently has 120 cats 
and kittens in its care 
awaiting a second 
chance in life. 



Brian & Mike 
Hughes Farriers 

Fully Registered 

Established 36 years by family 
run professionals 


SPECIAL CARE FOR 
LAMINITIES CASES 

Call Pencoed (01656) 865012 

The ‘Horsepower’Specialists! 
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For all you budding Poirots 
I and Miss Marples... 


at the Coed-Y-Mwstwr Hotel 


The ever popular Murder on the Menu celebrating 
24 years in Show Business will give you a night to 
remember. A mystery set in the world of television chat 
shows but tonight’s the night that cookie crumbles. 

A 3 course dinner, 
half a bottle of wine per person, 
entertainment 
and DJ until lam 
i629.95pp 

Please call to make a booking 

Coed-y-Mwstwr Hotel, 
Coychurch,Bridgend,CF35 6AF 
Tel: 01656 86062 I 
www.coed-y-mwstwr.com 




Home 
draws 
for 
Barry 
Chess 
in Cup 

THE draw has now 
been made for the 
Welsh Knock Out 
Cup. 

In the Open section 
the Barry team will play 
host to Abergavenny 
while in the U1500 sec¬ 
tion we have also been 
drawn at home to 
Bridgend Central. Dates 
for these matches are to 
be confirmed. 

There were also two 
league matches this 
week. The Camelots 
and the Gambits both 
had home matches with 
contrasting results 
against the Cardiff 
Pawns and Bridgend 
Central Express respec¬ 
tively. 

The Camelots earned 
a three-two victory 
against a weak Cardiff 
side who look to be 
heading for relegation 
from the first division. 

In terms of rating 
between the sides, per¬ 
haps the margin of victo¬ 
ry could or should have 
been greater. The 
Camelots sit in mid table 
having only lost two 
matches this season 
against Nelson, the 
league leaders, and 
Cardiff Castles, one of 
the in form teams. 

In the top division, 
there were five-nil victo¬ 
ries for both the Cardiff 
Castles and the Cardiff 
Bishops. This has made 
the top of the table very 
close with Nelson on 
twenty two and a half 
points, the unbeaten 
Bosons a half point 
behind and the two chas¬ 
ing Cardiff teams only a 
further half point behind. 

The Bishops, howev¬ 
er, have still to play both 
of our Barry teams and 
the outcome of these 
matches in December 
could be crucial in 
deciding who takes the 
title eventually. 

The division four 
encounter between the 
Barry Gambits and the 
Bridgend Central 
Express also ended 
three-two with the 
Express taking the victo¬ 
ry. 

However, in terms of 
ratings this was a good 
result for Barry who 
found themselves outrat- 
ed on every board. John 
Stephenson and Martin 
Ricketts both recorded 
victories for the 
Gambits. 

This was the Gambits’ 
third defeat in the last 
four games and their 
promotion challenge 
seems to be drifting 
away. 

The Barry Chess Club 
meets at 7:30pm each 
Monday at the West End 
Club, St Nicholas Road, 
Barry CF62 6QY. The 
club is open to players 
of all standards; whether 
you are interested in 
playing competitive 
chess or just the occa¬ 
sional friendly game. 

For more details visit 
our website at: bar- 
rychessclub.yolasite. com 
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Air Cadets pay 
tribute to all 
casualties of 
World War One 



Kieron Long and Joe Bailey at Vimy Ridge. 


TWELVE Air 
Cadets from 372 
(Barry) Squadron 
recently travelled 
to Europe to pay 
homage to those 
who lost their lives 
fighting for their 
countries in the 
great wars. 

The visit took place 
over a long weekend and 
encompassed the war 
memorials and battle¬ 
fields of Ypres Salient, 
in Belgium, and those of 
the Somme, in France. 

The cadets stayed as 
guests of the Belgium 
Army in Ypres and dur¬ 
ing their time were able 
to witness and parade 
with members of the 
local Fire Brigade per¬ 
forming the moving 
‘Last Post’ ceremony at 
the Menin Gate. 

As a sign of the great¬ 
est respect, the cadets 
laid poppy wreaths on 
behalf of the Royal 
British Legion and 372 
(Barry) Squadron. 

Cadet Rhys Williams 
said: “We also went to 
Thiepval on the Somme 
to see where the fierce 
fighting took place. 
When you stand on the 
battlefields, it's amazing 
to think that in July 1916 
this is where so many 
soldiers fought and 
died.” 

Of course, the cadets 
are fully aware of the 
consequences of war for 
every nation involved 
and they also made time 
to pay their respects at 
the Canadian War 


Memorial, Vimy Ridge 
and the memorial at 
Thiepval, which is dedi¬ 
cated to the 73,367 miss¬ 
ing men of the Somme. 

The cadets also paid 
their respects to the war 
dead at the following 
cemeteries: Tyne Cot, 
Passchendaele, and 
Langemarck. 

Officer Commanding 
372 Squadron, Flight 
Lieutenant Jason 

Horton, concluded: “It 
was a very busy few 
days with an enormous 
amount of travelling. 
However, the cadets all 
felt that it was a worth¬ 
while and emotional 
experience. Seeing the 
battlefields and memori¬ 
als at first hand brings 
history closer to our 
present and not just left 
in the past. These men 
who died for their coun¬ 
tries will not be forgot¬ 
ten by these cadets:” 

The cadets who expe¬ 
rienced this visit were 
Steph Jones, Rhys and 
Vicky Williams, Kieren 
Long, Zena Poulakis, 
Kieren Long, Sean 
Hodges, Joe Bailey, 
Nathan Loxton, Alex 
Spragg, Jon Spragg and 
Rhys Horton. 

The Air Cadets are 
now looking forward to 
an action-packed and 
challenging training pro¬ 
gramme including fly¬ 
ing, gliding, shooting, 
sport, Duke of 
Edinburgh, leadership 
training and aviation 
related visits. 

If you have a spirit for 
adventure, 372 

Squadron has vacancies 


for boys and girls 
between 13-18 years 
old. The Squadron 
parade on Mondays and 
Wednesdays 7pm - 
9.30pm behind Adams 
Funeral Parlour (by the 
Memorial Hall) or you 
can contact the 
Squadron on 01446 
747734, or email 
oc.372@aircadets.org or 
visit WWW.372 

squadron.org for more 
information. 

JH 

What’s 
on, and 
where? 

TabernacFs 

coffee 

morning 

A COFFEE morning 
will be held at 
Tabernacl Chapel Hall, 
Derwen Road, 
Bridgend, on 
December 10, from 
9am-12 noon. 

Admission will be £2, 
to include a mince pie 
and a cup of tea/coffee. 
There will be stalls, 
including crafts and 
cards, and proceeds will 
be donated to the chapel 
charities for this year, Y 
Bont and the British 
Heart Foundation. 

Croeso i bawb - wel¬ 
come to all. 

Ynysawdre 
Hall concert 

YNYSAWDRE Village 
Hall presents an 
evening with Bois 
Boetre-Hen A’r Cylch 
on Eriday, December 
13, at 7pm. 

Admission is £5 and 
includes a home-made 
cake and tea or coffee. 
For tickets, call Mair on 
01656 722115. 

AM’s surgery 

VALE AM Jane Hutt 
will be holding a sur¬ 
gery at Barry CAB 
office, 119 Broad 
Street, from 10am to 
Ham on Saturday, 
November 30. 


Talk on National 
Trust at Dyffryn 

THE Vale of Glamorgan Association of 
National Trust Members and Volunteers 
are meeting at Dyffryn Gardens, 2pm, on 
Wednesday December 4, when Gerry 
Donovan, the Dyffryn project manager, 
will talk about what’s planned for the 
future. 

The final event for this year is the annual 
Christmas lunch on December 18, at The Bear Hotel, 
Cowbridge. 

JH 


CHILDREN IN NEED 
DAY AT PENARTH 
LEISURE CENTRE 



LEFT: 

It was a 
special day 
of fun at 
Penarth 
Leisure 
Centre, as 
staff (left) 
and 

customers 
raised cash 
for Children 
in Need by 
putting on 
a variety 
of events. 


STAFF at Penarth Leisure 
Centre put on an event for 
Children in Need and raised 
£460.15. 

A spokeswoman said: “Our appre¬ 
ciations go out to Windsor Gifts, Blue 
Hair Design, Beauty Within, Strandz, 
Wasons, Tanners, Fabulous Welsh 
Cakes, B&M Furnishings to name but 
a few, and to Nicola Matthews, 


Michelle Boon and Frances Lawrence 
Hiscock for kindly donating some 
delicious home-made cupcakes/cakes. 

“These of course sold out in sec¬ 
onds ! Finally, thanks to Charlene 
Baldwin, Abi Anderson and Vicky 
Finch in the Penarth Sales Team for 
organising this wonderful event for 
such a worthy cause.” 


Fantastic charity 
fundraiser in memory 
of special friend 



RECENTLY, a 
charity fundraising 
event was held at 
Llanharan Rugby 
Club in aid of 
Velindre Cancer 
Centre. 

Linda Andrews and 
Mandy Tyler arranged 
the evening to raise 
money following the 
very sad loss of a very 
close, and special 
friend, Wendy Darke. 

Mandy’s husband 
Peter, daughter Bethan, 
son-in-law James and 
godson George had all 
decided to run the 
Cardiff half marathon 
for Velindre, along with 

SCHOOL’S 

FAYRE 

HOLTON Road 

Primary School is hold¬ 
ing its Christmas fayre 
on December 4 at 
3.30pm. There will be 
lots of fun stalls and 
games. 


Wendy’s husband Kevin 
and son James to pay 
tribute to Wendy. 

Feeling that she also 
wanted to fundraise, 
Mandy felt that the 
marathon wasn’t for her, 
and wanted to pay trib¬ 
ute to Wendy in another 
way. 

They thought that the 
most appropriate way 
was a night of music, 
fun and dancing, as that 
is what Wendy would 
have enjoyed most. 

The event took place 
at Llanharan Rugby 
Club with a fantastic 
turnout, and great sup¬ 
port from the local com¬ 
munity. With raffle 
prizes and an auction, 
and with the support of 
Danielle Bursh and Jane 
Holder from Barclays 
Bank Talbot Green, who 
match-funded £1,500, 
Mandy and Linda were 
thrilled to have raised a 
staggering total of 
£6,500. 

Mandy and Linda are 


very grateful to every¬ 
one who supported the 
event, to Llanharan 
Rugby Club who hosted 
it, and the many local 
businesses who readily 
donated raffle and auc¬ 
tion prizes, resulting in 
such a fantastic amount 
raised for Velindre. 

Andrew Morris, head 
of fundraising at 
Velindre said: “This 
really is an amazing 
total from a one night 
event; the response from 
everyone involved tells 
us that Wendy must 
have been a very special 
person to have had such 
wonderful friends. 

“This money will be 
used to support cancer 
patients and their fami¬ 
lies in Wales at Velindre 
- we are extremely 
grateful to Mandy, 

Linda and everyone 
who supported the 
event”. 



Rhoose 
businesses 
provide 
top class 
services 


for the local 
conununity 



ABOVE: 

Glenys Watson in the new serving 
area at Coffee Time in Rhoose. 


T he last 40 
years has 
seen a tidal 
wave of chain 
retailers sweep up 
the business in a 
whole range of 
areas - grocery, 
household supplies, 
furniture, electrical 
goods, even good 
the good old pub 
lunch! - and yet 
independent shops 
still thrive in the 
face of fierce com¬ 
petition. 

This is partly due 
to the determination 
of local people dedi¬ 
cated to providing 
the very best service, 
but also because 
there are niches 
which the ‘Big Boys’ 
don’t feel is worth 
their effort. 

No wonder inde¬ 
pendent shops 
inspire such loyalty. 

Sublime Beauty is 
a classic independent 
- local staff provid¬ 
ing great service to 
local people with 
clients coming from 
the village and sur¬ 
rounding area. 

The salon is ultra¬ 
modern, light and 
spacious, offering 


top haircuts, colour¬ 
ings and beauty 
treatments. 

Vanessa Carty, the 
owner, runs her own 
loyalty scheme which 
rewards regulars 
with a free treatment 
after 11 purchases. 

Local ladies are 
advised to get their 
Christmas appoint¬ 
ment in early by 
calling 01446 711799 
to ensure they don’t 
miss out on that pre- 
festive beauty treat¬ 
ment or cut. 

The salon is open 
from Tuesday to 
Saturday, 9am to 
5pm (closing at 4pm 
on Saturday). It will 
even be open on 
Christmas Eve this 
year which falls on a 
Tuesday. 

Vanessa said: “We 
want to thank all our 
clients for their con¬ 
tinued support and 
wish them a happy 
Christmas and pros¬ 
perous New Year.” 
CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 23 
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The Fontygary Inn is already preparing to welcome 
people for their meals during the Christmas period. 



ABOVE: The Six Bells is a great venue for 
a Christmas or New Year meal. 


THERE ARE LOTS OF 
COMMUNITY EVENTS 
THIS FESTIVE SEASON 


CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 22 

Sublime Hair also 
has its own beauty 
specialist carrying out 
treatments for nails, 
lashes, waxing, tans 
and even mini-facials. 

Just a few yards up 
the road, at the popu¬ 
lar local meeting 
place, Coffee Time, 
Glenys Watson has 
made changes to the 
serving area and 
counter. 

She explained: “We 
wanted to make more 
space to accommodate 
the customers. 

“Our serving area is 
new with individual 
spots for the cakes and 
sandwiches.” 

Glenys has done the 
work over weekends to 
make sure the cus¬ 
tomers have not been 
inconvenienced. 

Her clientele com¬ 
prises a mixture of 
local people like mums 
and dads popping to 
the school a few yards 
away, passers-by, and 
during the summer 
tourists and walkers. 

Glenys and the staff 
serve breakfasts, 
snacks, paninis, jacket 
dishes and soups, a 
great range of drinks, 
and tempting home 
made cakes. 

Coffee Time is 
known for making a 
real effort in the lead- 
up to Christmas. 

Glenys said: “We’re 
putting Christmas spe¬ 
cials on the menu: hot 
turkey, stuffing and 
cranberry baguettes 
followed by mince 
pies!” 

The coffee shop will 
remain open right up 
until the Monday of 
Christmas week. 

Glenys also pro¬ 
vides buffets for spe¬ 
cial occasions such as 
anniversaries, birth¬ 
days and christenings 


- pop into the shop for 
details. 

The Rhoose area is 
also known for its 
great choice of dining. 

The Highwayman 
on the outskirts of 
Rhoose, has developed 
a reputation for excel¬ 
lent quality, comple¬ 
mented by good, 
prompt service. 

The Six Bells at 


Penmark is also popu¬ 
lar with diners, not 
just from the Vale, but 
as far away as Cardiff 
and the valleys. 

At Fontygary Inn 
following strong cus¬ 
tomer demand, they 
have introduced a 
‘lighter options’ menu 
alongside their popu¬ 
lar lunchtime menu. 
This is for customers 


with a smaller 
appetite, or growing 
children, and is avail¬ 
able from Monday to 
Friday. 

These dedicated, 
local, independent 
businesses have devel¬ 
oped hard won reputa¬ 
tions over many years, 
and come thoroughly 
recommended. 


A S Rhoose 

shops fill up 
with their 
festive wares, we 
are reminded that 
Christmas is fast 
approaching. 

There is a ferment of 
activity before the big 
day! The butcher takes 
his orders, hair cuts and 
hair do’s are booked, 
dog grooming is 
planned, dental and opti¬ 
cian appointments 
scheduled, and people 
pop into the local coffee 
shop for a welcome 
break. 

But Christmas is also 
a time for those special 
events which mark us 
out as a close communi¬ 
ty- 

Rhws Primary School 
Christmas Fair is 
planned for tomorrow, 
Friday, November 29 at 
2 pm. 

Nursery Nativities are 
taking place on 
Wednesday, December 
11 and Thursday, 
December 12 at St 
Peters (precise times to 
be confirmed). 

Church services will 
start with Advent carols 
at St Curig’s on 
December 1 at 6pm. 

Christingle is at St 
Peter’s on December 8 
at 5pm. 

The Advent Taize 
service at St Peter’s is 
on December 15 at 6pm. 

The Sunday School 
Nativity play is on 
December 22 at 9.45am 
at St Peter’s. 

Nine lessons and car¬ 
ols will take place at St 
Peter’s at 6pm on 
December 22. On 
Christmas Eve we have 
carols round the crib at 


5pm in St Peter’s and at 
11.30pm there will be a 
midnight service at St 
Curig’s. 

On Christmas Day 
there’s an ‘All Age 
Eucharist’ at 10am in St 
Peter’s. 


Rhoose Surf 
Lifesaving Club mem¬ 
bers have their 
Christmas concert on 
December 6 at 6.30pm 
at Rhoose Community 
Hall. 

Why not be part of 


the Rhoose festive com¬ 
munity this Christmas 
and attend an event, you 
will be very welcome. 

A happy Christmas to 
everyone! 

Coun Jeffrey James, 
Rhoose 



CHRISTMAS PARTY NIGHTS 

Available December 2013 

Eriday & Saturday Nights 
including entertainment. 

3 COURSE MENU ONLY £21.95 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
& Thursday Nights 
3 COURSE MENU ONLY £19.95 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

Normal Menu available for diners 
until 9pm. 

From 9pm onwards only £3 a ticket 
includes disco & karaoke plus nibbles until late 
Open every day 9am ‘til late; Open Christmas Day ‘til 4pm; . 

Closed Christmas Day Night; Open Boxing Day ^ 

A Merry Christmas and Happy New Year a 
to all our customers. We look forward to % 

seeing you during the festive season. 

Minibus service available for diners - phone for details 
Free to Rhoose, Penmark and Aberthaw ^ 

^ Nurston, Nr. Rhoose 

Tel. 01446 710205 ^ 

www.highwayman-pub.com 




^■fo 


PASSPORT 
PLAY LTD 

Rhoose Rood, Rhoose, CF62 3EQ 
QUALITY CHILD CARE FOR 
CHILDREN AGED 6 WEEKS - 7 YEARS 

School transfer facility available to local school. 
Out of school club available for children aged 
up to 11 years - Monday - Friday. 
Monday - Friday 7.30am - 6.00pm. 

Tel: 01446 719591 

E-mail rebecca@passport2playdaynursery.com 


DEMO’S BARBER SHOP 


I A Merry Christmas to all clients. 

We are offering a complimentary 
festive drink and mince pie to all 
\ customers throughout December! 

OPEN: 

7.30 am - 4.30pm Tuesday - Friday 
7.00am - 1.30pm Saturday 
OAP RATES AVAILABLE 

7 Fontygary Road, Rhoose, 
Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3DR 
Tel: 07791 917699 




P^lCoffec Time 

Wlm ,1 Opposite Rhoose Social Club 

Open Breakfast Time 
to Tea Time 

Christmas Baguettes - Turkey with 
Stuffing and Cranberry now avaiiahie 

Cappucino • Tea • Mocha 
Coffee • Baguettes • Paninis 
Sandwiches • Jacket Potatoes 
Latte • Cakes • Hot Chocoiate 
Daiiy Speciais 

_ Ha I 

.4 Stewart Road, Rhoose, CF62 3EZ 

A MERRY CHRISTMAS^^ 

to all our clients from Claire, m 

V Emma, Vanessa & Tyler. ^ 

SPECiALiSiNG iN 
COLOURING TECHNiQUES. 

We use Affinage Kitoko ASP salon 
professional products. 

Buffets Available 

We cater for all events 

‘HAIR UP’ 

for parties & special occasions 

THE BEAUTY CORNER 
at Sublime Hair 

Beauty & Holistic Treatments with Emma 

Spray Tanning, Manicures, Pedicures, 
Nails, Facials, Waxing & Massage 

Open Monday - Saturday 9ann - 4.30pm 

21 Fontygary Road, 
Rhoose 

A Merry Christmas M 
^ to all our customers ^ 

Open Tuesday - Thursday 9 - 5pm 

Friday 9 - 7pm, Saturday 9 - 4pm 

I Tel. 01446 711799 


7-feFONTYGARYINN 

LUNCHTIME SPECIALS 
£9.95 for Three Courses 

Monday - Saturday 12-3pm 

New Lighter Options Menu 
for smaller appetites £4.50 

Monday - Friday 12-3pm 

Traditional Home Cooked 
Sunday Lunch 

with all the trimmings £6.95 
With starters and desserts just £2.50 
Served 12-4pm; Booking advisable. 

Limited tickets for New Year 
available, but going fast! 


CHRISTMAS PARTY 

BOOKINGS NOW BEING TAKEN 

www.fontygaryinn.co.uk 


Fonmon Road, Rhoose 

Tel. 01446 711221 
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NINETY FIREFIGHTERS BATTLE BLAZE 
AT THE LLANDOW INDUSTRIAL UNITS 
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GEM PHOTOGRAPHER GLYN EVANS TOOK THIS 
DRAMATIC IMAGE, ILLUSTRATING THE DAMAGE DONE 
ON SITE AND THE HUGE PALL OP BLACK SMOKE THAT 
BEGAN TO DRIET ACROSS THE VALE. 


19 BOV I:KT0\ bo All IJAMYVIT >1AJOB SRA Rg? 


ro\v\ci:\rBECiGi i\z 


TEL :0144G 792793 











































Thursday, November 28th, 2013_ www, facebook.com/slamorsamem • www,twitter,com/sem_news _THE GEM - 25 

LLANDOW PALL OF SMOKE IS SEEN 
AS FAR AWAY AS THE WEST COUNTRY 


FOR the second time in less than a month, a Vale recycling busi¬ 
ness, Siteserv, was hit by a severe fire on Tuesday, November 26. 

More than 90 firefighters were called to the blaze, as a building con¬ 
taining a mix of recycling materials burned fiercely, with a dark plume 
of smoke clearly visible in Porthcawl, Bridgend, and Cardiff. 

On Wednesday, the Fire Service reported that the fire was brought under 
control quite quickly, but that, because of the tightly packed materials, it 
was expected that pockets of fire would continue to break out over the next 
few days. 
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Major Music launches 
new artists’ CD at 
St Donats Art Centre 




PHOTOGRAPHS by 
DEREK NAYLOR 
PHOTOGRAPHY 


New members 
join RNLI 
Barry Dock crew 


AFTER two years 
of intensive train¬ 
ing, four volunteer 
crew members of 
Barry Dock RNLI 
lifeboat station 
passed their final 
exams this week. 

Ed Jones, Nigel Parry, 
Craig Pederson and 
Nicky Palmer committed 
to the comprehensive 
training regime when 
they first volunteered to 
save lives at sea with the 
Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution. 

Their roles as crew on 
Barry Dock’s all weather 
lifeboat station means 
that they will quite liter¬ 
ally go out in all weathers 
to save lives on our coast. 

Their skills were put 
to the test in the recent 
weeks of bad weather 
when the crew took the 
opportunity to practice 
handling the boat in 
rough weather. 

As the crew are on call 
24/7, they need to be pre¬ 


pared for all weather 
conditions and scenarios. 
This year has been par¬ 
ticularly busy for the sta¬ 
tion with an increasing 
number of call outs to 
medical emergencies 
adding to the challenge 
for the volunteers, most 
of whom do not have a 
nautical background. 

The lifeboat opera¬ 
tions manager, Peter 
Binding, said: “We are 
all so very proud and 
humbled by the commit¬ 
ment shown by our vol¬ 
unteer crews. 

Their willingness to 
give up their time to train 
and prepare for every 
eventuality really can 
mean the difference 
between life and death 
for some. That is a pret¬ 
ty amazing gift to give.” 

If you would like to 
support the Barry Dock 
RNLI lifeboat station in 
some way, please contact 
the station on 01446 
735678. Your help would 
be very welcome indeed. 



MAJOR MUSIC’S CD launch at St Donats 
Art Centre proved an overwhelming suc¬ 
cess. 

Fourteen young performers entertained a 
capacity crowd with songs from the new 
Major Music 2013 CD. 

There will be a full report in The GEM 
next week. 


Fundraising 
brings hope 
to Philippines 


AID created and 
supported by 

Rotarians is starting 
to reach the 
Philippines, which 
was devastated on 
November 8 by 
Typhoon Haiyan. 

In November - thanks 
to the generous support 
of the public - the 
Rotary Club of Barry 
promptly sent £2,170, 
which will be allocated 
to the worst affected 
areas, providing essential 
survival equipment to 
help communities get 
though the coming 
months. 

The President of the 
Rotary Club of Barry, 
Peter Battle, said: “The 
money will be used to 
provide long term and 
sustainable support for 
survivors of the typhoon. 

“To keep this relief 
effort going. Rotary 
members are mobilising 
to raise funds, make 
donations and help in any 
way that they can. 

“Funds donated by 
members of the public 
will support the relief 
effort and enable victims 
to reclaim their lives.” 

It is too early to tell 
how long it will take the 


region to recover from 
the aftermath of this dev¬ 
astating typhoon. 

Rotary International in 
Great Britain and Ireland 
(RIBI) has set up a disas¬ 
ter fund which will be 
used by Rotarians, work¬ 
ing together with Rotary 
clubs in the Philippines, 
to help rebuild schools, 
hospitals, roads and other 
essential parts of the 
country’s infrastructure 
in the long term. 

The success of these 
projects relies solely on 
the fundraising efforts of 
Rotary clubs and the gen¬ 
erosity of the public. 

If you wish to donate, 
please contact the Rotary 
Club of Barry (c/o Mount 
Sorrel Hotel, Porthkerry 
Road, Barry CF62 7XY) 
or send a cheque to: RIBI 
Donations Trust, c/o 
Rotary International in 
Great Britain and Ireland, 
Kinwarton Road, 

Alcester, B49 6PB. 
Please make cheques 
payable to RIBI 
Donations Trust and 
mark your envelope 
‘Philippines Appeal’. 

Anyone interested in 
finding out more about 
the Rotary club of Barry 
should contact Peter 
Battle on 01446 710204. 

JILL OSBORNE 
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Barry Comprehensive 
has got the X-Factor! 


I PHOTOS BY UAM TANNER \ 


THIS year Barry 
Comprehensive 
School students and 
staff really got busy, 
raising money and 
awareness for those 
who need it most. 

The grand total raised 
was £945.13 and this is 
how we did it:... 

We guessed the 
sweets in the jar (well 
done Ryan Downey and 
the 246 guess); we cake 
baked; we waxed legs; 
we played football - 
well done to the staff, 
particularly Mr Roberts, 
who beat the students in 
an exciting 1-0 win. 

And then there was 
the ‘X-Factor’ style 
finale, where raw talent 
met raw judging. See 
below for our exclusive 
line up and the final 
results. 

The ‘X Factor’ con¬ 
testants were: 

Act 1: Gangnam Style 
- Mrs Ellis, Mr Burman 
and Mr Cotsen; 

Act 2: Don’t Stop 
Believing - Mrs 
McAulijfe, Miss Smith, 
Mrs Davies and Mrs 
Thomas; 

Act 3: Ho Hey - Ms 
Lander accompanied by 


Mr Hargreaves; 

Act 4: Roar - Mr 
Piekelniak and Mr 
Kennedy; 

Act 5: What Does the 
Fox Say - LSAs Mrs 
Mclnery, Mrs Vaughan, 
Miss Ansell and Mrs 
Rowlands. 

Act 6: Tribute - Mr 
Roberts, Mr Hargraves 
and Mr Jones; 

Act 7: Single Ladies - 
Miss Roche, Mr Viner 
and Miss Sowerby. 

Our judges for the ‘X 
Factor’ were Miss 
Walters, Miss Evans, Mr 
Hutton and Mr Pereira 
and they awarded first 
place to Tribute, second 
place to Gangnam Style 
and third place to Ho 
Hey. 

As usual, a huge 
‘thank you’ for every 
penny raised. And for 
those of you who love a 
charity event the good 
news is that there are two 
more at Barry 
Comprehensive in 
December: Christmas 
Jumper Day (December 
13) and Santa Zumba 
(December 17). AC 


Cottrell Park 
wins prestigious 
Trip Advisor 
award for 
‘excellence’ 


COTTRELL Park 
Golf Resort has 
announced that it 
has received a 
TripAdvisor 
Certificate of 
Excellence award. 

The accolade, which 
honours hospitality 
excellence, is given only 
to establishments that 
consistently achieve out¬ 
standing traveller 
reviews on TripAdvisor, 
and is extended to quali¬ 
fying businesses world¬ 
wide. 

Only the top-perform¬ 
ing 10 per cent of busi¬ 


nesses listed on 
TripAdvisor receive this 
prestigious award. 

“Cottrell Park Golf 
Resort is pleased to 
receive a TripAdvisor 
Certificate of 
Excellence,” said 
Gaynor Openshaw- 
Smith, sales director at 
Cottrell Park Golf 
Resort. “We strive to 
offer our customers a 
memorable experience, 
and this accolade is evi¬ 
dence that our hard 
work is translating into 
positive reviews on 
TripAdvisor.” 


AM’s tribute to 
inspiring GP 


THE much-loved 
retired Barry GP, 
Dr Eileen McGill, 
died peacefully at 
her home in Barry 
on November 21 
aged 90. 

Vale AM Jane Hutt 
paid tribute to Dr 
McGill, saying : “In pay¬ 
ing tribute to the life of 
Dr Eileen McGill, I 
would like to recall her 
personal account of serv¬ 
ing as a GP with her hus¬ 
band, Dr Alexander 
‘Sandy’ David McGill in 
Barry, at the Towers 
Surgery in Holton Road, 
when the NHS came into 
being in 1948. 

“As a professional 


partnership, they served 
the Barry Dock commu¬ 
nity for many years, 
bringing up their family 
in the house where the 
practice was based, in 
the pioneering early days 
of the National Health 
Service - about which 
she had many fascinat¬ 
ing stories to tell. 

“As a fellow 
Soroptimist,s I came to 
know Dr McGill well 
and she was also recent¬ 
ly honoured as a founder 
member of the Barry and 
District Soroptimists, 
reflecting her commit¬ 
ment to promoting 
women and girls as 
equal partners in the 
community.” 



Act 4: Roar - Mr Piekelniak and Mr Kennedy. 



Act 3: Ho Hey - Ms Lander 
accompanied by Mr Hargreaves. 



Act 1: Gangnam Style - Mrs Ellis, Mr Burman 
and Mr Cotsen. 



Wax on - wax off. 
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EMOTIONAL EVENING AS SUPPORTERS 
BACK BETH’S CANCER DRUG FIGHT - 

pressure is mounting to overturn ABMU decision 



Beth Margetson with Roy Noble (left) and Owen Money. 



by PHILIP 
IRWIN 

THE campaign to 
overturn a decision 
to deny a Porthcawl 
woman a course of a 
crucial cancer drug 
reached an emotion¬ 
al climax this week 
with a fundraising 
evening at the Hi- 
Tide Inn on Tuesday 
(November 26). 

The campaign, which 
has mushroomed since 
Beth Margetson revealed 
that her cancer specialist 
had told her that he want¬ 
ed to prescribe a course 
of Afinitor - a life¬ 
extending drug - but that 
his request had been 
turned down by ABMU 
health board. 

Since that decision, 
Beth and her family have 
had to find £3,100 per 
month to pay for the 
drug, which would be 
available free in England, 
where an NHS cancer 
drug fund is in place. 

At the Hi-Tide, Roy 
Noble and Owen Money 
both gave up their time to 
compere the evening, and 
there was dance and 
musical entertainment 
throughout. 

There was a highly- 
emotional moment when 
Beth’s daughter, Ffion, 
stood up to sing. 

She gave an impas¬ 
sioned rendition of the 
Les Miserables classic, T 
Dreamed A Dream’. 

Beth said: “I was 
moved to tears. The 
words of that song echo 
my own feelings of how 
our hopes of justice and 
fairness are often dashed 
and overshadowed by a 
system driven by vested 
interests”. 

In fact, what could 
have been a sad evening 
was anything but - due 
almost entirely to Beth’s 
own contribution, when 
she spoke to the packed 
room. 

She opened by saying 
that speaking in public 
did not come easily to her 
- and then went on to 
prove that she has 
become an inspirational 
orator. 

“She said: “When I 
saw so many people here 
I nearly started crying. I 


was overwhelmed. 

“Looking around is 
like seeing a tapestry of 
my life. I can see people 
here that I’ve known all 
my life, or through work, 
or pregnancy. 

“This time last year I 
was at death’s door. I had 
been given my diagnosis 
and felt like giving up. To 
be told how much the 
cancer had spread was 
awful. 

“Then, in January, I 
chose to go on living. I 
didn’t want that to be my 
last Christmas. 

“I got back in such a 
positive frame of mind 
that I was able to return 
to work.” 

She joked with a work 
colleague: “I was only 
doing a bit of teaching. It 
was mostly social and 
making tea!” 

She went on: “My cli¬ 
nician said I needed 
Afinitor, so I applied - 
and was refused! 

“They said I was not 
exceptional. 

“They said I was not 
value for money. 

“I appealed and it was 
the same again.” 

She told the audience 
that now the campaign 
was no longer about her. 
It was about the NHS in 
Wales. 

She said: “There is no 
equity in Wales, and 
that’s not right. 

“We can change it so 
that people in Wales do 
not have a raw deal. 

“There are people here 


in Wales with cancer who 
feel they don’t deserve 
better. 

“We do deserve bet¬ 
ter.” 

She reminded the 
audience that when she 
started the campaign, she 
had argued that free pre¬ 
scriptions were a vote 
grabber that led to money 
being wasted on over¬ 
prescribing. 

She said: “We don’t 
need free prescriptions. 
It’s time to get the issues 
out in the open.” 

Despite her fear of 
public speaking, Beth has 
developed a sense of 
comic timing that many 
stand-ups would envy, 
and she left the audience 
in a lighter mood when 
she said: “My drugs cost 
£112 per tablet. 

“I try really hard not to 
drop any! I can’t afford it 
if the dog eats them!” 

Concluding, she 
thanked two local 
women who had helped 
her. She praised Dawn 
Thackeray for doing so 
much of the organising of 
the evening. 

Finally, she thanked 
Caroline Sarll, who has 
written many of the press 
releases for the cam¬ 
paign, and who was 
recording the evening for 
a possible BBC Radio 
Wales programme. 

Beth said: “Caroline 
helped put me on the 
BBC. 

“I was a megastar 
when I went on the Jason 



Miss Tina’s Adult Tap Ladies (above) danced on the night, as did her grade five ballet girls (below). 



NETBALL MATCH WITH A 
DIFFERENCE RAISES FUNDS 



Mohammad’s pro¬ 
gramme. 

“I was going to get my 
own show!” 

On either side of 
Beth’s speech there was 
entertainment from a 
number of local artists. 
(A report on this will 
appear in next week’s 
GEM). 

One further develop¬ 
ment is that local coun¬ 
cillor Sean Aspey has 
started an Assembly peti¬ 
tion. 

He said: “I would 
encourage everybody to 
go on line and sign up. 
One of society’s greatest 
achievements was the 
NHS - founded by a 
Welshman. 

“I think Nye Bevan 
would have been 
appalled to see a fellow 
citizen being treated 
unfairly, as has happened 
to Beth Margetson. 

“In my opinion, it is 
only a matter of time 
before someone brings a 
human rights case about 
this.” 

The petition address 
is: https ://www. assembly- 
wales.org/epetition-list- 

o f 

signatories.htm?pet_id= 
930. Alternatively, 
google ‘WAG petitions ’ 
and follow the links. 


ON Wednesday, 
November 13, 
Newton Primary 
School, Porthcawl 
hosted a netball 
match to raise 
funds for the 
school. 

It was a netball 
match with a differ¬ 
ence, as it saw the staff 
take on the parents 
and, boy, what a match 
it was! 

First out on the 
court were the ‘Newton 
Mothers’ who were 
dressed as St Trinians. 
The tension mounted 
as they waited for the 
staff, the ‘Newton 
Ninjas’, who dressed in 
neon tutus and leg 
warmers. 

The match was ref¬ 


ereed by Mr Jenkins, 
head of sport and a 
former pupil. 

Both teams were 
extremely competitive 


and the Newton 
Mothers soon went in 
to the lead. The staff 
tried extremely hard to 
catch up, even by hav¬ 
ing 10 players on the 
pitch at one point, but 
they could not come 
close to the Newton 
Mothers. 

The cheers and 
applause could be 
heard around the court 
as the supporters 


laughed and cheered 
on both teams. 

Thank you to 
Newton PTA who sold 
hot chocolate and hot 
dogs to keep the spec¬ 
tators warm. 

It was an eventful 
afternoon and great 
fun was had by all; 
however, the staff are 
now demanding a 
rematch very soon! 

JH 


Did you know you can 
read your GEM online? 

bridgend-todap.co. uk 
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COWBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE SPORTS ROUND-UP 


Cross country success for girls 

COWBRIDGE 
girls cross country 
runners took part 
in the Welsh 
National Schools 
Cross Country 
championships 
held in Brecon on 
November 16. 

In the year 7 and 8 
race Jessica Wadey ran 
a superb race to finish 
in third place, Meriel 
Clode came 22nd, 

Emily Jenkins 34th and 
Georgia Armitage 45 th, 
to complete the winning 
A team. They beat the 
second place team by 
nearly 50 points! 

The B team came 7th 
overall beating many 
schools’ A teams. 

Sophie Hawkins, the 
first year 7 student to 
cross the line for 
Cowbridge, Mali 
Howell, Charlotte Tudor 
and Aimee Jones made 
up this team, placing 
49th, 50th, 51st and 
60th respectively. 

Alice Coe came 66th; 

Beth Edwards 77th, Eve 
Demmer 80th, Rachel 
Anstey 92nd, and Eve 
Bird 101st making up 
the C Team came 12th. 

There were 165 fin¬ 
ishers and 21 complete 
teams and 49 other 
schools represented, so a 
fantastic result for the 
young Cowbridge cross 
country team. 

In the year 9 and 10 
race, Cerys Bradshaw 
led home the Cowbridge 
team in 23rd place; next 
home was Genevieve 
Kirk placing 27th, fol¬ 
lowed by Selina 
Radcliffe in 38th and 
Sophie Oddy in 53rd; 
these four girls came 
joint second in the team 
competition. There were 
87 finishers, 9 complete 
teams and a further 31 
schools represented. 

In the year 11-13 
race, Nadine James was 
the only runner for 
Cowbridge; year 11 
pupil Nadine ran a 
superb race finishing in 
16th place out of 43 run¬ 
ners representing 25 
schools. 

Alex Love also com¬ 
peted at the champi¬ 
onships in the year 11- 
13 boys race; Alex came 
33rd out of 54 finishers. 

Well done to all those 
who took part. 

NETBALL 
The Year 7 netball A 
and B teams played 
Stanwell on November 
20 with both teams 
winning. 

The B team dominat¬ 
ed from the start of the 
first half with excellent 
interceptions from Efion 
Hughes and Poppy 
Jenkins; we stopped 
Stanwell scoring, final 
score 13-0 

The A team had a 
tougher game with a 
half time score of 3-3. 

In the second half the 
game went with centre 
pass; in a very close 
hard fought game, we 
managed to win 6-5. 

The girls then played 
at the university grounds 
in Cardiff and played a 





round robin competition 
against seven schools. 
Our team was Lydia 
Hitchings (c), Mairi 
Boxall, Anna Wynne, 

Liz Whithouse, Nancie 
Edwards, Caitlin Allin, 
Naduni Jayasinghe and 
Charlotte Booth. 

All the girls played 
very well with excellent 
shooting from both 
Mairi and Lydia. The 
tournament ended with 
us as runners up with St 
Teilo’s. Well done to all 
the players. 

Cowbridge senior 
team played in the 
URDD national netball 
tournament at Sport 
Wales. 

Cowbridge played 
Gwm Rhymni in the 
first game and played 
outstandingly, winning 
17-4. Cowbridge then 
played Strade; this was a 
really tight game which 
ended in Strade winning 
9-7. 

Next up was Neath 
College who are a net- 
ball academy; their 
speed outdone the 
Cowbridge team win¬ 
ning 14-3. 

Gower College were 
next where Cowbridge 
convincingly won 12-5. 
In the last match against 
Bryntirion, Cowbridge 
came back from being 6 
behind to losing 11-12. 

A great effort by the 
team. 

The team were cap¬ 
tain Lydia Hitchings, 
Mairi Boxall, Anna 
Wynne, Liz Whitebouse, 
Eliza Smith, Caitlin 
Allin, Bethan Sloan, 

Kim Jerwood, Megan 
McNamee and Charlotte 
Booth. 

SKIING 

It has been a busy 
month for the 
Cowbridge ski team 
with pupils competing 
in the Welsh 
Championships on 
October 13 with two 
teams qualifying for 
the British 
Championships held 
on November 17. 

The Welsh Schools 
Ski Championships were 
held in Llangrannog on 
Sunday, October 13. 

Live teams - Boys A, B 
and C, along with Girls 
A and B - competed on 


an extremely wet and 
blustery day at the 
exposed Urdd Ski 
Centre. 

The teams consisted 
of a range of pupils 
from Year 11 all the way 
down to Year 7; with 
strong competition and 
high levels of skill on 
show the Cowbridge 
teams acquitted them¬ 
selves well. 

Both the Girls A team 
and the Boys A team 
qualified for the British 
Championships, the 
Boys A team putting in a 
fine display of skiing to 
retain their title as 
Welsh Champions! The 
team comprised of 
Harry Hopkins, Ben 
Thomas, Henry Jones 
and Ben Jones 

It was very pleasing 
to see so many young¬ 
sters taking part in the 
event - this certainly 
bodes well for the future 
of Cowbridge skiing. 

The British 
Championships were 
held on the weekend of 
November 16/17 at 
Gloucester Ski and 
Snowboard Centre. 

Cowbridge were rep¬ 
resented by two teams: 
Boys A - Ben Thomas, 
Harry Hopkins, Ben 
Jones and Henry Jones; 
Girls A -Caitlin 
Thomas, Sophia Harpin, 
Claudia Esquirol and 
Isabelle Mann 

Against some really 
tough opposition from 
some top teams from 
across the country, our 
skiers produced some 
good runs on a tricky 
course in cold and over¬ 
cast weather conditions. 

Some bad luck ham¬ 
pered the boys progress, 
with the team coming 
15 th overall out of 24 
teams - still the best of 
the Welsh schools 
entered. 

While each of the 
girls put in good indi¬ 
vidual performances, the 
difficult course and 
reading of the gates led 
to vital disqualifications 
which meant that the 
team was unclassified in 
the final standings. 

All in all the pupils 
represented the school in 
an admirable fashion 
and thoroughly enjoyed 


the weekend exploits. 

RUGBY 

The Year 7 rugby team 
produced an impres¬ 
sive win against Bro 
Morgannwg on 
Thursday, November 
21 . 

Having played each 
other in a previous 
league fixture, both 
teams knew what to 
expect and this set the 
scene for a great game 

Bro Morgannwg start¬ 
ed extremely well, with 
non-stop pressure on the 
Cowbridge attack, forc¬ 
ing numerous turnovers 
in the process. In the 
opening exchanges, Bro 
Morgannwg looked the 
better side, but against 
the run of play, Jamie 
Howells produced a 
moment of magic. 

Receiving the ball in 
his own half, Jamie 
dummied and ran 
through a small gap in 
the defence. He then 
proceeded up the pitch, 
sprinting around the out¬ 
side of the back line, 
and finally putting the 
ball down for an excel¬ 
lent try. 

This was exactly 
what the Cowbridge 
side needed to kickstart 
their game, and so it 
proved to be. 

Cowbridge started to 
pass the ball and use the 
width of the field to 
their advantage, and 
were beginning to exert 
some continued pressure 
of their own. 

The next try came 
about from a passage of 
play lasting eight phas¬ 
es. The last resulted in 
Benji Williams making 
a trademark run into and 
through the defence, 
and bursting over the try 
line. The first half drew 
to a close, with the 
score 14-0 to 
Cowbridge. 

The second half start¬ 
ed in the same manner 
as the first, with Bro 
Morgannwg still making 
a nuisance of them¬ 
selves at the breakdown 
and making ball reten¬ 
tion extremely hard. 

Cowbridge though 
managed to recycle their 
own ball, and provide 
Dan Stancombe with 
enough space to run in a 


quick try. With the 
score 21-0 to 
Cowbridge, the Year 7 
team looked to finish 
the game off, and did so 
courtesy of a try from 
Joe Gregory, assisted by 
an outstanding offload 
from Dan Stancombe. 

Towards the end of 
the game, Bro 
Morgannwg were 
rewarded for their deter¬ 
mination, and scored a 
well worked try under 
the posts. The final 
whistle blew, and the 
game finished 28-7 to 
Cowbridge! 

Well done Year 7, 
another very good per¬ 
formance! Man of the 
match: Jamie Howells 
and Benji Williams. 


Brynhill seniors hold 
entertaining evening 


BRYNHILL seniors 
captain, Derek 
Coombes, and 
members of the 
seniors section, 
entertained their 
wives and friends at 
Brynhill Golf Club 
on Saturday 
November 23. 

Octogenarian Bill 
Riches and 
Nonogenarian Dick 
Chambers, attended the 
evening. The club cap¬ 
tain Mr. Mike Moore 
and his wife Sandra 
were invited in order to 
lower the average age of 
the party! 


Those present were 
treated to a superb three 
course meal provided by 
Mrs. Julie Bannister and 
her staff. Elowers were 
presented to Mrs Sandra 
Moore and Mrs Helena 
Coombes by the seniors’ 
vice captain Mr. Tony 
Davies. 

Stories and jokes of 
athletic prowess and the 
general wellbeing of the 
seniors section abound¬ 
ed! 

A really pleasant 
evening was enjoyed by 
all those present. The 
seniors club captain was 
thanked for all the hard 
work he has under taken 
in his year of office. JK 


ABOVE: 

Dick Chambers and Bill Riches. 
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[TRIBUTE TO AREA’S MINING HERlTAUEl 

New public square is opened in Kenfig Hill 





Latest news 
from the 
Bridgend 
Bridge Club 


CHILDREN from 
three schools in 
Kenfig Hill and 
Pyle, joined staff 
from Groundwork 
Neath and Port 
Talbot, and local 
peso Huw Tyler, to 
put the finishing 
touches to 

Heathbridge 
Miner’s Square in 
Kenfig Hill. 

Earlier in the year 
artist Nigel Talbot held 
workshops in Pyle 
Primary and Mynydd 
Cynffig Junior Schools 
to create over 60 ceram¬ 
ic plaques depicting 
various trades and 
aspects connected to 
coal mining. 

The plaques, which 
are embodied in the 
plinth of an authentic 
coal dram, were given a 
final clean by the chil¬ 
dren who created them. 
They also helped artist 
Nigel Talbot to paint a 
coal scene on the wall 
around the square. 

Also in attendance 
were Mynydd Cynffig 
Infants School, who 
ably assisted staff from 
Groundwork Trust to 
plant shrubs in the 
lower part of the square, 
which will be an area 
for mothers and tod¬ 
dlers. 

The final task was 
left to peso Huw 
Tyler, who planted two 
specimen silver birch 
trees. 

The square, which is 
now open to the public, 
will be formally opened 
and dedicated in the 
spring of next year. 


THE results for 
November 15: first, 
Jane Brook and 
Wendy Williams; 
second, John 
Henson and Dian 
Jones; third, 

Dennis Smith and 
Sheila Storer. 

November 20: the 
second round of the club 
pairs: first, John Beard 
and Liam Sheridan; sec¬ 
ond, Julian Pottage and 
Robert Charlesworth; 
third, Steve Burgoyne 
and Ann Fox. 

The winners over the 
two weeks were Tony 
Disley and Roger 
Penton, with Julian 
Pottage and Robert 
Charlesworth second, 
and John Beard and 
Liam Sheridan in third 
place. 

Friday, November 22: 
first, Colin and Hazel 
Heard; second, John 


Beard and Bill Turner; 
third, Irene Thomas and 
Barrie Waite. 

In addition to the reg¬ 
ular club nights on 
Wednesdays and Fridays 
at Nolton Church Hall at 
7pm, to which all 
Bridge players are wel¬ 
come, on Thursdays 
from 2pm until 5pm, 
(also at Nolton Church 
Hall) there are gentle 
Bridge sessions primari¬ 
ly for the less experi¬ 
enced. 

The best placed 
improvers for Thursday, 
November 21 were 
Diana Chinn, Christine 
Davies and V Irene 
Thomas. 

Lessons for improvers 
take place on a 
Thursday afternoon. To 
register an interest 
please contact Steve 
Burgoyne 01656 661968 
or John Evans 01656 
880372. 

DN 



A Reindeer Day 
thanks from Lions 



Santa and his helpers 


LLANTWIT MAJOR and 
Cowbridge Lions would like to 
say a big thank you to all who 
donated money to the Lions 
during the Cowbridge 
Reindeer Parade. 

A spokesman said: “At the time of 
writing, the exact amount is not 
known but first impressions are that it 
was a successful fundraiser for the 
club. 

“The club must also say a big thank 
you to friends and family, as well as 
the Cowbridge Rotary Club, who 
helped them with the collection on the 
day. Santa’s Grotto was a great suc¬ 
cess, with nearly 50 families seeing 
Santa and passing on their Christmas 
lists. 


“It does not stop there for the Lions 
because on Saturday, November 30, 
they will be at the Llantwit Major 
Christmas Lights event, where they 
are sponsoring the children’s activities 
in the town hall, as well as running 
their burger stall in the Precinct. 

“Tickets are also available for the 
Lions’ annual ‘wassail’ evening which 
this year is on December 20 in the 
Llantonian Hall. Tickets are available 
from Sloan & Co in the Precinct, 
Llantwit Major, priced at £8.” 

For more information on Lions 
events and photos from these events, 
visit the Lions website at 
www.lmandclions.org.uk or via 
Facebook on 

www.facebook. com/lmandc lions. 



COMMUNIIT 

NEWS 

TKEOES, LLANGAN 
&STMARYHILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


Llangan School 
THERE is a busy 
time ahead for the 
children and staff 
of the school. 
Friday, November 
29 the PTA will be 
holding a tabletop 
sale which will 
begin at the end of 
the school day. 
Concert 

LLANGAN school 
warmly invites local 
senior citizens to a 
Christmas carol con¬ 
cert on Wednesday, 
December 11 at 2pm, 
especially former 
pupils of the school. 
Coffee and mince pies 
will be available! 

Christmas Fair 
I MUST first apologise 
for giving the wrong 
date for the Christmas 
fair which should have 
been November 30, not 
November 23, and will 
take place in the 
Treoes village hall 


between 10am - 12pm. 

There will be a vari¬ 
ety of stalls and if any¬ 
one would donate cakes 
it would be very much 
appreciated by Friends 
of Saron Chapel. 

Please contact Jill 
Ham for further infor¬ 
mation! 

Saron Chapel 
THE annual 
Christmas carol serv¬ 
ice will take place in 
Saron on Sunday, 
December 8 at 3pm. 
Everyone will be wel¬ 
come. 

The service will be 
followed with the annu¬ 
al Christmas children’s 
party which will be held 
in the Treoes village 
hall. 

Get Well! 

TO Young At Heart 
club member, Gwen 
David, who is recuper¬ 
ating at her Treoes 
home following a 
cataract operation, get 
well soon! 


Did you know you can 
follow your GEM on 
Twitter - @gem_news 
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MP’s delight at success 
for former Remploy staff 


TY HAFAN OPENS 
‘FLAGSHIP’ STORE 





‘SANTA 
PAWS’ IS 
COMING 
TO TOWN 


DOGS TRUST 
Bridgend is hosting 
its annual 
Christmas fayre on 
Saturday, 

December 7. 

The festive fun starts 
at 11am at the 
Rehoming Centre in 
Pen-Y-Fai and finishes 
at 3pm. 

The Centre is also 
appealing to members of 
the public for donations 
of good quality items 
for the tombola and raf¬ 
fle. 

Suggestions include 
event tickets, items to 
be used in Christmas 
hampers, gift sets, chil¬ 
dren’s toys, bottles of 
wine and tins of bis¬ 
cuits. 

Highlights of the 
fayre include gifts, a 
prize tombola, a raffle, 
Christmas-themed stalls, 
festive refreshments 
including homemade 
soup and cakes, ‘doggy’ 
treats, free microchip¬ 
ping and the opportunity 
for you and your dog to 
have your photo taken 
with ‘Santa Paws’ him¬ 
self at Santa Paws’s 
Grotto. 

Admission and park¬ 


ing is free, but rehoming 
centre staff are remind¬ 
ing guests that parking 
is limited, so please 
make arrangements to 
car share where possi¬ 
ble. 

Dogs Trust 
Bridgend’s supporter 
relations officer, Linda 
Feagan said: “Our annu¬ 
al Christmas fayre is a 
fantastic day out for all 
the family. Not only 
will you get the 
Christmas shopping 
done but you’ll be help¬ 
ing to raise vital pounds 
for hounds during the 
cold winter months, so 
do come along and join 
in all the fun. 

“Staff at the centre 
are always delighted to 
receive donations of 
treats, as well as dona¬ 
tions of good quality 
toys and unused, clean 
bedding. This year chil¬ 
dren can make a gift for 
their dog, or one of our 
dogs at the centre!” 

Visit the fayre or send 
your donations to Dogs 
Trust Bridgend, Court 
Colman, Pen-Y-Fai, 
Bridgend, Mid 
Glamorgan, CF31 4NG. 
For more information, 
call 01656 725219. 


First Minister opens the newly 
revamped Porthcawl Post Office 


COWBRIDGE 


ing at other opportu¬ 
nities to enhance the 
customer experience. 

Mr Williams said: 
“We wanted to do 
something different 
which would appeal 
to our supporters and 
shoppers in the 
Cowbridge area. 
Emporium will sell a 
different mix of prod¬ 
ucts, and have more 
of a boutique-style 


throughout. We have 
some fantastic goods 
that will be on sale 
from Friday 
onwards; including 
high-quality branded 
clothing, shoes, bags, 
accessories and some 
elegant formalwear. 
The shop will also 
sell some great items 
for the home. 

“Emporium will 
have a very different 


look and feel to our 
other 23 stores but 
the focus will be the 
same - to raise more 
funds to help support 
an increasing number 
of life-limited chil¬ 
dren, young people 
and their families.” 

To volunteer, or to 
donate items to the 
store, visit 
www.tyhafan.org or 
call 029 2053 2199. 


CLASSIFIEDS 

•Family Announcements 
•Recruitment 
• Buying & Selling 
•Trade •Property 
•Birthdays 
•Anniversaries 
•Graduation •Births etc 

UseiBpfiEM 

to reach all the people 
you need to! 

Call 01446 774484 

for friendly, helplul advice, 

gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 


Left to right: customer Kate Morris and baby 
Rowan, First Minister Carwyn Jones AM, 
Stewart Waldron (Blakemore^s regional manag¬ 
er), Carol Pugsley (Post Office manager) and 
Karen Crutchley, Blakemore’s Area Manager 
for the West. 


THE modernised 
Porthcawl Post 
Office was opened 
on Friday, 
November 22, by 
First Minister 
Carwyn Jones AM. 

Carol Pugsley, man¬ 
ager of the Post Office, 
and her team have 
worked at the branch for 
many years and are well 
known to customers. To 
coincide with the launch 
of the new Post Office, 
Spar stores have reno¬ 
vated the shop. A new 
Post Office counter has 
also been added next to 
the retail till enabling 
customers to transact 
their Post Office busi¬ 
ness any time the shop 


IS open. 

Post Office regional 
manager, Adrian Wales 
said: “I’d like to wish 
Stewart, Carol and the 
team at Porthcawl Spar 
every success in their 
new venture. We under¬ 
stand how important 
having a Post Office is 
to residents in the area 
and we are confident 
that this new modern 
Post Office service will 
meet the needs of the 
local community and 
secure services for the 
future.” 

The Post Office, now 
independent of Royal 
Mail, claims to be the 
largest retail network in 
the UK, with over 
11,500 branches. 


Find out about felines... 


CATS Protection is offer¬ 
ing free talks for local 
groups and schools in 
south Wales to explode old 
wives’ tales, give cat care 
advice and provide infor¬ 
mation about the charity’s 
cat care work. 

Groups, schools and organisa¬ 
tions are being encouraged to 
request a talk, and these can be 
held during the day or in the 
evening. 

This comes after two surveys 
conducted by the charity earlier 
this year revealed that many chil¬ 
dren and adults do not fully 
understand their cat’s behaviour. 

For example, around 70 per 
cent of children were unable to 
identify that a cat exposing its 
belly is relaxed but is not asking 
for a tummy rub which could 
result in scratching, while 65 per 
cent of adult owners think a cat 
only purrs when happy, not real¬ 


ising that this can sometimes 
occur when it is also in pain. 

Other studies have also shown 
that caring for a cat can do won¬ 
ders for a child’s self-esteem, 
social skills and sense of respon¬ 
sibility, as well as providing a 
host of similar benefits for 
adults, so Cats Protection is keen 
to help people of all ages to 
enjoy a more meaningful rela¬ 
tionship with their pets. 

Claire Goodwin, Cats 
Protection’s community educa¬ 
tion officer, said: “Through giv¬ 
ing talks and holding information 
sessions for local community 
groups and in schools, our edu¬ 
cation volunteers raise awareness 
of the importance of feline wel¬ 
fare and encourage them to 
become involved in the work of 
Cats Protection.” 

Claire added: “We know there 
are thousands of cat lovers across 
south Wales. It doesn’t matter 
whether you’re in the WI or the 


RNLI, the Boys’ Brigade or the 
Fire Brigade, we would love the 
opportunity to come and tell you 
about cats. Our talks are tailored 
to suit each audience, regardless 
of age and all participants 
receive a Cats Protection goody 
bag!” 

Jennifer, a local teacher said: 
“We were delighted with the talk. 
The children loved it and learnt 
so much about looking after cats. 
Finally, the little ‘goody bags’ 
were excellent! The children 
loved them and parents were just 
amazed at all the goodies in the 
bag! Overall we thought the 
whole thing was excellent and 
would love to have someone 
come again to school in the 
future”. 

To arrange a free talk, contact 
Claire Goodwin: 

Claire. Goodwin @ cats. org. uk, 

020 89460750 07792 441965. 


LAST week, 
Bridgend MP 
Madeleine Moon 
met former 
Remploy staff 
who were 
employed by 
Espack 

Eurologistica, a 
Spanish Company 
on the Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, 
after being made 
redundant when 
Bridgend 
Remploy closed 
last year. 

Espack has grown in 
size over the past 10 
years from 11 to 53 
staff carrying out work 
for Indian, Brazilian, 
Chinese and American 
companies who make 
products for the Ford 
engine plant in 
Bridgend. 

Mrs Moon said: 


Madeleine Moon MP with new Espack employees. 


“With support from 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council and 
the DWP, the company 
Espack was able to 
make adaptations to 
the site which enabled 
former Remploy 
employees to become 
part of their work¬ 


force. 

“Meeting with them 
all last week, I was 
pleased to see them so 
settled and happy, as 
last time we met was 
on the picket line out¬ 
side Bridgend 
Remploy.” The new 
facilities provided 


through a local invest¬ 
ment fund grant and 
employer support grant 
have included a clean 
room facility in the 
existing warehouse, 
disabled access into 
the factory and the 
provision of an onsite 
canteen. 


TY" Hafan, the 
family hospice for 
young lives, opened 
its first boutique- 
style store in 
Cowbridge last 
Friday, November 
22 . 

The shop, on 29 
High Street, stocks 
designer items, vin¬ 
tage-inspired home- 
ware and statement 
jewellery, fit for the 
most discerning fash- 
ionista. 

The charity’s 24th 
shop, named 
Emporium, will be its 
flagship boutique 
store and Matt 
Williams, Ty" 

Hafan’s retail general 
manger, said the 
charity is also look- 


Did you know you can 
read your GEM online? 

bridgend-today.co. uk 
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67 High Street, Cowbridge CF7I 7AF 
E: sales@brinsonsfairfax.co.uk 
www.brinsons.co.uk 


T: 01446 771777 


BRINSONS 


FAIRFAX 


Chartered Surveyors, Estate Agents & Auctioneers 



Woodlands House, Bonvilston £550,000 

Four bedroom detached family home in the sought 
after village of Bonvilston with excellent transport 
links. EPC Rating C. 



Patch Cottage, Llanharry £450,000 

Character four bedroom home in grounds of just 
under an acre with vegetable garden and kennels in 
the popular village of Llanharry. EPC Rating - E 
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Llanblethian £235,000 

Two bedroom detached 
bungalow in need of 
modernisation but boasting 
potential EPC Rating - E 

Llansannor £595,000 

Spacious four bedroom 
detached family home in 
grounds of approx. 0.6 acres. 

EPC Rating - D 

Penmark £435,000 

Four double bedroom detached 
family home in the sought after 
village of Penmark. 

EPC Rating - D 
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Llanwonno £330,000 

Charming three bedroom barn 
conversion in 6.5 acres with far 
reaching views of the valley. 

EPC Rating - F 

Llangan £489,950 

Contemporary four/five bedroom 
home with stunning countryside 
views. 

EPC Rating - D 

St Nicholas £595,000 

HOUSE AND PLOT. 

Four bedroom house with 
planning consent pending for 
additional dwelling. EPC Rating - E 


www.brinsons.co.uk 

Offices also at: Eastgate, Market Street, Caerphilly CF83 I NX.Tel: 029 2086 7711 
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Athletic triumph in 
high-quality game 


IN a match between 
the two youngest 
teams in the 
Championship, 
Bridgend Athletic, 
formed in 1972, tri¬ 
umphed over 

RGC1404, founded 
in 2008. 

The widely anticipated 
encounter did not disap¬ 
point in a game played at 
fever pitch throughout. 

The Athletic team took 
the game to the high-rid¬ 
ing visitors from the 
start. The forwards, in 
fine form collectively for 
some time now, collected 
and drove the ball from 
the kick off. The ball 
was slipped to the alert 
backs and moved to cen¬ 
tre Chris Price, who sent 
wing Mike Powell off on 
a weaving run to cross 
wide out for the opening 
points. 

Steve Lewis could not 
land the difficult conver¬ 
sion, but made amends 
with a well-struck penal¬ 
ty five minutes later after 
a breakdown offence. 

Impressive during this 
opening spell were Griff 
Davies, Jonathon Jones 
and Rod Jones. 

With the front row of 
Matt Muir, Dan Vella and 
Rod Jones, and second 
row Tom Penry-Ellis to 
the fore, the Athletic 
were enjoying a glut of 


possession and territorial 
advantage, albeit mostly 
between the halfway and 
visitors’ 22. 

The north Walians, 
however, were up to the 
challenge, showing a 
mean defence and regu¬ 
lar counter attacking. 
The best opportunity dur¬ 
ing this second quarter 
came again from winger 
Powell, who made a 
great run out of defence 
taken on by flanker Ben 
Howe, before being halt¬ 
ed just 10 metres short. 

Howe found several 
more gaps, but was 
grounded before he could 
progress further. Athletic 
were good value for the 
slender 8-3 half time 
lead. 

The second half saw 
an invigorated RGC team 
take the game to the Ath 
from the kick off. The 
home team conceded as 
many as three kickable 
penalties in the first 10 
minutes, which the visi¬ 
tors spurned in favour of 
kicking to the corners 
and setting up driving 
mauls. These did not 
succeed, but moments 
later a strong crossfield 
run by the visitors’ inside 
centre set wing Carwyn 
ap Myrddin free to cross 
wide out. Barker missed 
the conversion. 

With the score level at 
8-8, injured home prop. 



Rod Jones, was yellow 
carded for not getting out 
of the way and the visi¬ 
tors scored, driving the 
Ath backwards over their 
line. Rod Apsee had 
joined the front row, with 
No 8, Johnathan Jones 
making way. The con¬ 
version was again missed 
on a day when kickers 
were finding difficulty 
with the sticky surface. 

Under the inspired 
captaincy of Sean 
Williams, the Athletic 
were far from finished 
and set up a driving maul 
in the visitors’ half, send¬ 
ing them back fully 20 
metres, before Steve 
Lewis dropped a goal to 
restore the lead by the 
slenderest margin of one 
point, 14-13. 

Both he and his scrum 
half partner Luke 
Hollyman grew more 


threatening as the game 
went on, constantly seek¬ 
ing half gaps in the 
defence. 

With both sides play¬ 
ing with total commit¬ 
ment, the game was fine¬ 
ly balanced when wing 
l^ys Ward Jones inter¬ 
cepted in his own 22 
metre area and, reminis¬ 
cent of Wales’ scrum 
half, Mike Phillips, last 
week, set off on a clever 
run to score under the 
posts. Lewis converted. 

The final 10 minutes 
saw the Athletic mostly 
in control and looking 
the more likely to score. 
The team had been 
joined by substitutes Jon 
Stoker and Simon 
Mustoe, the latter making 
a welcome return after 
injury, as well as flanker. 
Matt Heaton, a Canada 
under-20s player. 


In addition to those 
players already men¬ 
tioned, outstanding in a 
fantastic team perform¬ 
ance was man of the 
match, Sean Williams; 
Tom Penry-Ellis; Chris 
Price and Marc Bennett. 

Watching the game 
was former Bridgend and 
Wales coach, Allan 
Lewis, who commented 
on the quality of rugby 
and commitment levels 
of both teams, which he 
said were a credit to the 
game of rugby football. 

The Athletic have a 
few even tougher 
encounters coming up, 
starting with a visit to 
runaway league leaders, 
Ebbw Vale, on Saturday, 
December 7, when much 
more of the same will be 
essential. 

David Burt 



Students’ success at 
Tae Kwon Do British 


Open in 

ON Sunday, November 24, 
students from Rhoose & 
Llantwit JSTKD Schools of 
Tae Kwon Do took part in the 
British Open. 

The tournament was held at the 
Uwic Campus University of Wales 
with 1500 competitors from all over 
the UK. 

Current Welsh champion Ashton 
Curnick came a close second in the 
boys lightweight division, and this 
gives Ashton a clean medal sweep at 
all competitions he’s entered. Lyne 
Doel also took the silver medal in the 
ladies event. 

Our star of the day came in the 
smallest division of the day with Sean 
Edwards. 

Sean, who is only 6 years old, 
fought in his first major competition, 
and he managed to win his way to the 


Cardiff 

final, narrowly losing out on the gold 
medal, but was more than pleased! 
Well done Sean 

Our team of medal chasers all 
fought hard and performed their best 
on the day, some winning two or three 
fights and then narrowly losing out on 
a medal position, such as Rhys Doel, 
Menna Birmingham, Harri 
Burmingham, Harri Thomas and Rian 
Thomas. 

Instructor Joseph Schembri was 
quoted as saying that all students did 
their best on the day, some achieving 
a high level of TKD medals at the 
British Open, while others just missed 
out, and their dedication and persever¬ 
ance is an achievement in itself! 

Eor more information on classes 
and our schools please visit: 
jstkd.co.uk, or telephone 
07711234500. 

JS 


HELP TO BUY ARRIVES. A NEW HOME 

FROM ONLY £ 111 , 996 * 



The Hedgerows 

Hodd, 91 W 

Marketing bu le oper ! hurs^iay *0 
Morcujrv'^rom I0 303T 5 lOrm 

2 3 and 4 bedroom homes 

Prices ^rom £139,995 
With Help to Buy £111,996 



JOIN US FOR SHERRY 
AND MINCE PIES 
THIS WEEKEND! 


0S434 871472* 



PERSIMMONHOMES.COM 


8 - 
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Mercedes-Benz of Cardiff & Newport Mulberry Drive, Cardiff CF23 8RS 
0845 125 5596 www.nnercedes-benzofcardiff.co.uk 

Mercedes-Benz of Bridgend Old Field Road, Bridgend CF35 5LJ 
0845 125 5597 www.mercedes-benzofbridgend.co.uk 

Mercedes-Benz of Swansea Langdon Road, Swansea SA1 8QY 
0845 125 5598 www.mercedes-benzofswansea.co.uk 

Mercedes-Benz of Neyland Haven Bridge Road, Pembrokeshire SA73 1QY 
0845 125 5599 www.mercedes-benzofneyland.co.uk 


Mercedes-Benz 


t9.9% APR Representative and *£1000.00 finance deposit contribution available on all Approved Used vehicles over 90 days old at point of finance activation. Based on a fixed rate of 8.9%. Guarantees may be required. Representative APR based on a 36 month Agility 
agreement with an average balance financed of £19,550. Credit subject to status by Mercedes-Benz Financial Services UK Ltd, MK15 8BA. ''Service Care offer example is based on 1 service per year. Offer covers two consecutive services from point of purchase. 
Available at any official Mercedes-Benz Retailer. ttPersons must be over 17 and under 84 years of age and have a fixed UK address. Available on Approved Used vehicles which are a minimum of 90 days old at point of finance and are financed on a Mercedes-Benz 
Finance agreement. A minimum premium of £250.00 will apply after deduction of all discounts. We may decline to quote/provide cover in some circumstances. If the customer has a cancellation fee from their current insurer to cancel their policy, Mercedes-Benz 
Insurance will contribute up to £50.00 towards that fee when proof of the fee is provided. No cash alternative is available. Customers cannot transfer the contribution to other motor insurance policies, even if this is a multi-vehicle policy. If the policy is cancelled 
during the 12 months, normal cancellation terms and conditions apply, however the pro-rata amount refunded will exclude the contribution. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Insurance underwritten by Aviva Insurance Ltd. Available on all Approved 
Used vehicles credit approved between 28.11.2013 and 03.12.2013. Finance contracts. Service contracts and Insurance policies must be activated by 15.12.2013. Prices correct at time of going to print. 
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Solar’s Snowball Sale! 

• Blind 1 • Blind 2 • Blind 3 • Blind 4 • 
10% 20% . 30% 40% * 


sm 


Call Paul Williams 

01446 439 306 ~ 01656 349 281 


w¥vw.onevi8ionltd.co.uk 




ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 33± ±60 
or Barry 01446 743267 
www.lst-digital.co.uk 


JHEflBS».mkWsirx) 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TVWALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
V COVERING ALL AREAS J 






BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

01446 420784 
07970 642537 

www.bairyandvaledampproofing.co.uk 



BUILDING SERVICES 



I Electrical and plumbing work underaken by gas 
safe and NIC accredited personnel. 

I Full design and planning service. 

I Free estimates given. 

I Roofing and plastering work. 

I All general building work considered. 

I House extensions a speciality. 

TeL 07973 469382 

SERVING THE VALE 




BaiLmm 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plostering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Conservatories 

NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 




MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

® 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


^BLBND SALE!^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings 8f Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 IBQ • www.sfarline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 



Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it air 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


0ear^ty 

Registered ’ 

SWEEPING & 
INSTALLATIONS 

Efficient, reiiabie, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

Tel. 07890 857238 


me @ 

guildofmastersweeps 



RJ.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing, 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 450088 
or 07920 195775 


GRABit 


Building 

Contractors 

Grab Hire 
Plant Hire 

S0I446 700535 


Chimney 

Sweep 

C.R. Jose 

Est. 1965 

The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 
HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 


Cowbridge 
Cleaning Company 

Office & Carpet 
Cleaning Specialists 
Have your carpets 
cleaned for Christmas. 
We guarantee to beat 
any quote. 

Telephone Cowbridge 
01446 776411 
07923014660 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


VflLE CARPETS 

ccMted^ to^ 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


The GEM 

Reaching the people from Penarth to Porthcawl 

01446 774484 



HD computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


01446 741460 | Tel 01446 773158 
07830 480569 I 07779 713604 anytime 


STEVE SEGUST 

FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 
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fl'^GRIFFITHS CARPENTRY^ 

All aspects of Carpentry work 

CALL NOW FOR 

A FREE QUOTE 

Kitchens & Carpentry 
Plumbing 
Electrical 

Painting/Decorating 

Plastering/Rendering 

Professional, friendly, caring service 

• Kitchen Installations • Flooring • Doors 

• Fencing • Decking • Bespoke Wardrobes 

Contact Rhys on 01446 790384/07803 696451 

WWW. rgriffithscarpentry. com 

The GEM 

01446 774484 

contact@ark-carpentiy.co.uk 

02920 09 72 72 


WINDOWS 

Upvc Windows, Doors, Conservatories, 
Porches, Fascias, Soffits, Gutters, 
Sealed Units, All Maintenance. 25yrs exp. 



Call Martyn on: 


^ 01446 796795 


[ or 07712 631772 

^ martyn.george73@hotmail.co.uk j 


TOM 
EASTMENT 


INTERIOR PAINTER 
& DECORATOR 


Clean, tidy & reliable 

01446 750114 
07714 194679 


r^TEVE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 


Fora 
Free 
Quote.. 


Internal 
& External 
Painting, 
% Decorating. 
^ Coving. 

Fully qualified. 

’01446 795520 
07891 768151r 



5 TA D R E iBryan Hicks 

PAINTING I ^ 

6 DECORATING I Painting & 


' Interior/Exterior 
' Clean, Friendly 
' Professional 
' No job too small 


07791 752532 

grussell @ live.co.uk 


Painting & 
DeocMating 
^^[leciafist 

Est 1981 

Interior - Exterior 

01446 776203 
07544 169855 


TRUE 
COLOURS 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

B City & Guilds 
Certified 

25 years experience 
Wallpaper specialist 
Free Estimates 
Quality Guaranteed 

07873 326 892 
01446 402 708 


Daisy 

Decorating 
& Design 


^ Female run business 
^ Interior Decorating 
Service 


Phone Joy any day 
before 8 pm 
on 07754 809090 





GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door spedalists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

vww.gdsdoors.co.uk 


jQ®®Qffa©^ 

^©craa®©§ 



Electrical 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 
Testing, Inspection 
& Certification 


07891 965150 


WE SELL 


BOTTLED 

GAS 

Free Local Delivery 
and Collection 


WE NOW 
DELIVER 
TO BARRY 



Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 
Approved Contractor 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


W&J Lewis 




SERVICES 

For all types of 
garden work. 

07830 228877 
01446 406457 


c:;@a[p(ii©m g©ffw3®©3:^ 


Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail .co.uk 



j®mLh[J©~ 


* Septic Tank * 

* Cesspit Emptying * 
^IVeatment Plants* 
*Groundworker* 
and tarmac 


iF 
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STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 

puc-Y, Aluminium & Timber Windows , p. 

• Misted Units inc. Beveis RriHtrCftfl ”>1 
& Stains 

• Broken Handles/Hinges 

• Door Locks Repaired & Upgraded 

• Repiacement Door Paneis 

• New Rubber Seais and insurance 

• Fully Qualified Locksmith QUOTATIONS 


www.bridgendwindows.com 


Cowhridge & Vale Electrical 

^ RJ.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 


01446771655 
07885 347642 




Approved Contractor 


A. Bradley 

Electrician 

>AII electrical work undertaken 
* Honest, reliable, qualified service 
No job too small. Coll Andy 

07771 781748 
01446 722002 

ondy.bradley]@hotmail.co.uk 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Bridce Vale Tree Services 


Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC 
SITE CLEARANCE 


FELLING, PRUNING, 
CROWN REDUCTION, 
THINNING OUT AND 
TOTAL DISMANTLING 

- FREE QUOTES - 

Teh 01446 713857 
or 07921902729 


The C(ri 




Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Ciearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


[E©i]©Cf'a^ 


NCS 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


PLASTERIN6 
&DANP PR00FIN6 

Internal & 
External Work 
Free Quotes 

01446 734264 
or 07870 519757 


Call 01446 7'7'4484 to 
advertise with The GEM, ' 
and reach 43,000 homes 
from Penarth to 
Porthcawl 


Lilford Electrical 

Design, installation and testing 
for homes and businesses 
_ Contact Rob: 

BSSSIB 01446 796905 

07747 858514 

Approved Contractor] rclilfOrd@gmail.COm 

www.eiecsa.co.uk j Fust-PoUte • Professionul 





fily£15 

Ibmmgrneciges, Law 
1 Gutters, Jet Washing 
1 Est 2002 Tel: ( 

fns, Clearance, 

1 , Landscaping 
)7866 544 951 




TT 







Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
D o you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


Window Toe UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


©©eras®©©. 


K&A Handyman i 


“AfcLmily run business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, carpet 
cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task: to big or small. Just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 ' 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


111 [O Plastering 
■III 1 Services 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Tel. 07915 390029 


35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers isaso 


MORE PLUMBING SERVICES 
NEXT PAGE 


^ Lewis & Lewis 

Cowbridge 
Plumbing & Heating 
Services 


All oil & gas work undertaken 


ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 

Tel: 07966 265912 
,Mob: 07846 255457 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 
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M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job ^ 
too small 

07526125982 



fKPlumbin^ 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

w 

^ 0%44« tt mi 

orff 2t> nm 


S.M. Vaughan 

MMERCL 


HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


Q? jC| Plumbing & Heating 

S ^ II 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
IIP Combination Boiler Specialist 
I " Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements^ 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspeets of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


DAVID RYAN 
ROOFING 


Slating, Tiling, Repairs, 
New Roofs, Rubber 
Flat Roofs, Chimney, 
Valleys & Gutters. 

www.davidryanbuilder.co.uk 

01656 782968 
or 07885 932468 
07926 947631 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 




MAN WITH 
AVAN 

LOW hourly rate, 
no job too small, 
fully insured. 

01656 861120 
07789 075104 


U Direct 
I Collect 
Services 

Light removals 
- odd jobs 

Any Place - Any Time 
Prices start from £10 

07944 743932 


VCilittEvM? 






Chrishnas Special Gift Vouchers 

• 10 lessons from £150 
• Under 17s lessons from £23 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing • Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


f©Q©[p[h®CiLl(|| 
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ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


aixlent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 


INSTA 

SKIP HIRE LTD 



WJ 

Mini, Midi & Large 
Builders Skips 

Delivered & Collected 


Mini 


\a!/§JCfQti©(£l 


SBS SALVAGE LTD 

Barry's new^t car 
registered with the 

: 7^ environment agency, DVLA 

I & Vale of Glamorgan Council 



• Fast 8c Efficient 
Service 

• Friendly Staff 

• 95% of our waste 
is recycled 

• Highway permits 
arranged when 
required 


Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry CF63 3RF 

01446 421072/733773 

Email mstallskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 



Immediate payment of up to £ 10,000 

MOT y ures / Untaxed or scrapped vehicle 
Best prices paid for copper / Lead 
/Aluminium / Stainless steel 
/ Computer boards / Electric cable 
and catalytic converters 


Free of Charge: 

• Light demolition 

• Factory/Farm Clearances 
•All grades of metal taken 

• Ferrous or non-ferrous 

• Household appliances 

• Car batteries 


CALL US TODAY www.sbssalvageltd.co.uk Monday to Sunday 
01446 421034 • 07772 054534 • 07410 549526 


The 

GUM 

01446 

774484 






Big Bag Logs 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition 
of Engiish, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


^ Susan Viant 
Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings) 


Seasoned Logs 
Delivered to your door 

Logs are delivered in the big bags 
Use straight out of the bag 
Call PREMIERTURF 

Mobile 07815 861864 
Phone 01443 237439 




VEHICLE RECYCLING' 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UPTO£20,000'S7 

We will beat any price locally[3S!!5S for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 

„ Armour Cable, etc. 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 
Underfloor heating 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 


FIREWOOD 

Seasoned A Kjh Dned 


Registered 
with the DVLA 
' and Environmental 
Agency in Barry 
[\under the New Scrap 
Metal Dealers 
Act 2013 


We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


Call us today on 

01446 701707 

(24Hours)_ 

I Trade Car Sales - check our stock at 
[www.cardiffscrapmetal.co.uk _ 


I (^101446 771567 
; for bulk wmter deals 


' Uf« 4^. 

LiArdovw, Cowt»kU« 
wwwtopstsK CO Aik 




NEW & USED TYRES 

fitted at comoetitive rates while vou wait 



Ibpstak 



Energy 

lAulTifurt a M^oodibiiming Stoves 




LANEWISE ^ 

DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £39 for 
total beginners 


wHBEmSSm 

01446 719555 
. 07798 501267 > 


Professional, reliable 01446 7%582 

and friendly service 07g54 168459 


Did you know you can read all 4 issues 
of jfhe CtEFT page by page online? 

WWW. ba r ry-tod ay. co. u k 
www.llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 
www.bridgend-today.co.uk 


• MuM Fuel & Woodburning Stoves. 

• Log Stores made to measure. 

• Logs and kindling for sale. 

COME AND SEE OUR SHOW ROOM 

Stock up on your winter logs and kindling now. 
Seasonal logs. I ton bag £85 free delivery. 

Kiln dried logs. £5.50 handy bag. 

Kindling £4.50 handy bag. 

Made to measure log stores available 
Unit D, Ogmore Court, 

Abergarw Industrial Estate, Brynmenyn, Bridgend CF32 9LW 
Just one mile from Sarn Designer Outlet 

01656 720969 


Monday - Friday 9am - 5pn 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


Plan your 
2014 

marketing 

now 

Call 

The eEM 

on 

01446 774484 
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THOMAS 

Marion Sarah 
Nee Davies (Mallett) 

Passed away peacefully at her home in Forth Y 
Green Close on 22nd November after a long 
illness. Loving mother to Pat, cherished Nanna to 
Caroline and loved by Su. 

Funeral Service at St Cattwg’s Church, Llanmaes 
on Wednesday, 4th December at 2pm, followed by 
private cremation. Family flowers only. 




AWELON HEALTHCARE 

based near Llantwit Major 
require 

Support Workers 

to cover day and night shifts in a residential care 
setting for young adults with learning disabilities 
and challenging behaviour. 

Applicants subject to enhanced DBS. 

Contact Jo on 01446 793544 for an application form. 


ERYL SURGERY 

Opportunity for a Part-Time Receptionist 
at St Athan Branch Surgery 
15-20 Hours per week 

Application by CV to Mrs E Procter, 
Business Partner, Eryl Surgery, Station Rd, 
Llantwit Major, CF61 1ST 

Closing Date 12th December 2013 


Are you fit to deliver? 

We need fit reliable people to help — —- 

distribute this newspaper to local homes, once a week: 

• Teenagers (aged 13 years and over) 

• Active Senior Citizens 
• Housewives - Students - Shift Workers 
Please ring: 01202 670999 

email recruiting @ thedistributionbusiness.co.uk 

If we do not have an immediate vacancy in \our area, your 

details will he placed on our waitins list until a 

suitable opaortunitv occurs 

You know it makes sense! 



“All Aboard!” ", 

^John (Jim) Hawkins^ 

80th Birthday ' 

on Sunday 8th 
December 
Happy Birthday Bro 

Well done! 

Love from 
4 Terry & Janet 

XXX 



W A Brown A Son 


FtiOfifAi Ditttclorft 


a doK r 4 m* 

• K^eiTS&BlfHunr> 

PemiKOk* Hou*e, _ 

Coil*g* LlADfii^t 

01444 792 469 ^ 
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HOUSE 

CLEARANCE 

Fully 

Registered 

07796 794841 

All Areas 
Covered 


[fl®(SIS© 
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ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years 
experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446409266 

07885251742 


NEILLY “I 

Donald William James 

(17/04/1926 - 09/11/2013) 

Dawn and family would like to thank relatives 
and friends for all their kind messages of 
condolence, donations and attendance at Don’s 
funeral. Thanks also to the doctors and nurses on 
Ward 5 of the POW Hospital for their excellent 
care, kindness and sensitivity, to Thomas Bros, 
Cowbridge, Funeral Directors, to the Reverend 
Canon D G Belcher who conducted the service 
at Coychurch Crematorium, and to all at the 
Brocastle Nursing Home. 


TURNER 

Andrew Mark 

Tragically on November 10, Andy, aged 38 years of 
Llantwit Major. Beloved son of Ian and Claudette, a 
dearly loved brother of Anthony, loving uncle of 
Adella, Thomas and Joshua, brother-in-law to 
Michelle. 

Resting at the private funeral home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Tuesday December 3, 
service 12 noon at Our Lady and St Illtyds RC Church, 
Ham Lane, Llantwit Major, followed by cremation 
at Coychurch Crematorium, Bridgend, at 1.45pm. 
Flowers may be sent to the funeral home. 
Colours other than black may be worn. 


CRIPPS 

John 


Dorothy and family wish to thank everyone for their 
messages of support and especially for the large 
congregation at the funeral service. Special thanks to 
Rev V Blake Hemmings and many thanks to everyone 
for their generous donations to Holme Towers. 


CALLUS 

Alison (Nee Flanders) 

Alison, originally from Llantwit Major, passed 
away peacefully on November 21,2013, with her 
beloved husband at her side. 

Daughter of DenzU and the late Agnes Flanders, mother 
to Rachel, Jennifer, Patrick and David; and sister to 
Paul. Will be hugely and sadly missed by all. 
Funeral to be held at 9.30am on Wednesday December 
4 at Our Lady Queen of Peace RC Church, Llanelli, 
followed by cremation at Llanelli Crematorium at 11am. 


<j^aLlQGf‘£iLI. 


EDWARDS 

David 

Peacefully on November 13, David, a retired Police 
Sergeant with South Wales Police Dog Section. David 
will be greatly missed by all who knew and loved him. 

A service will be held to celebrate his life at St Illtyd’s 
Church on Monday December 2, at 1.30pm, followed by 
cremation at Cardiff & Vale Memorial Park, Port Road, 
Barry at 3pm. 

Family flowers only - donations may be made at the 
service or sent to the fiineral director in memory of David 
for the Stroke Association. 

Resting at Park Independent Funeral Directors, 

7 Tynewydd Road, Barry. Tel: 01446 421212 


IN MEMORIAM 


BURT 
Mavis 

The family would like to remember the life of Mavis Burt on 
what would have been her 89th birthday this November 29th. 

Mavis - a former Mayoress of the Borough of Ogwr sadly 
passed away at Abergarw Manor on 7th April 2013 and 
now hes in Coity Crematorium. 

She is much missed and loved by all who knew her in 
particular her husband Bill, daughter Angela and son Adrian 
as well as grandchildren Nicola, Nigel, Alistair & Andrew 
and 6 great grandchildren. She is also survived by her 
brother John in America and sister Dorothy in Tondu. 
Mavis was for years a focal point of her family and was 
appreciated and respected by all who knew her. 


IN LOVING 
MEMORY OF 

Patricia 

Trudgian 

Never a moment 
from our thoughts. 

Love John, Jeremy, 
Jonathan, Jenny and 
all the family x. 


McGILL 

Peaceftilly but suddenly on 21 November at home. 
Dr Eileen Veronica Abercrombie, aged 90 years of 
Porth-y-Castell Barry. Beloved wife of the late 
Dr Alexander David (Sandy). A loved mother of 
Madeleine, Ian and Mother in law of Addis and Helen. 
Cherished Grandmother of Joseph, Lucy, David, 
Andrew and the late Amy Catherine. Eileen will be 
sadly missed by all her family and friends. 
Resting at A.G. Adams & Son Funeral Home, 
Gladstone Road, Barry until the funeral on 
Thursday, 5 December, service at All Saints Church 
Barry at Ham, afterwards cremation at Barry 
Crematorium at 12 noon. 

Family flowers only if desired donations may be handed 
to the funeral director after the funeral for Tenovus. 
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Quality, extra 
large curved 
wooden desk 

Excellent condition. 

£30 

Cowbridge 

07794 859812.. 


Bosch Upright Freezer 
6 drawer, 145mm high. 
£80. Bosch Washing 
Machine LogixxS £160. 
Panasonic Microwave 
£30. 

All very good condition, 
buyer to collect. 

Tel 07778 125088 


TWOSEATER 

SETTEE 

Er(X)l Windsor 
Renaissance, 
excellent 
condition £300. 
Tel 07790 938576 
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FOUND 


Lens 

from pair of spectacles 
- on pavement 
alongside main road, 
Cowbridge. 

Near GEM office. 
Call 01446 774484 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 
Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) 
(Wales) Order 2012 

Development that may affect a Conservation Area/ 

Datblygu a allai effeithio ar Ardal Gadwraeth 


Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

2013/01069/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Amendments to approved planning application 
1990/00162/FUL and lawful development certificate 
2013/00545/LAW for the alteration/extension of the 
existing dwelling 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 

53a, Plymouth Road, Penarth 

Ardal Gadwraeth 

Penarth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

2013/01091/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Demolition of outhouse to rear and proposed single 
storey rear extension 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 

51, Stanwell Road, Penarth 

Ardal Gadwraeth 

Affecting the Penarth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

2013/01099/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Proposed demolition of existing dwelling and 
associated outbuildings and construction of two 
detached dwellings and associated works 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 

12, Park Road, Penarth 

Ardal Gadwraeth 

Penarth 


Conservation Area Consent/Caniatad Ardal Gadwraeth 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2013/01100/CAC 

Proposed demolition of existing dwelling and 
associated outbuildings and construction of two 
detached dwellings and associated works 
12, Park Road, Penarth 


Penarth 

Listed Building Consent/Caniatad Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Listed Building:/ 

Adeilad Rhestredig 


2013/01102/LBC 

Roof repairs to brew house roof 

Fonmon Castle, Fonmon, Barry 


Grade I 

A pplication(s) of General Interest/ 

Ceisiadau o Ddiddordeb Cyffredinol 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 


2013/01095/FUL 

Proposed additional 19 No bedrooms including 
undercover walkway with drop off point to link 
farmhouse, cookery school/machinery store and 
accommodation 

Location:/Lleoliad: Llanerch Vineyard, Hensol 

Departure from Development Plan/ 

Gwyro o'r Cynllun Datblygu 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 


2013/00745/OUT 

Residential development comprised of 60% 
affordable housing and 40% open market family 
housing, and associated works, including strategic 
access point 

Location:/Lleoliad: Land South of Primrose Hill, Cowbridge 

Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, 

or via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu drwy http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Dated / Dyddiedig: 28 November, 2013 
M. Goldsworthy 

Operational Manager Development & Building Control, 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 


Two Blue 
Bed 
Guards 

£15 each. 


Weslo Eclipse II 
Elliptical Cross Trainer 

£300 worth, will sell for 
£150, excellent condition 
(come see). 

Leather Armchair 

New style, excellent con¬ 
dition £45. 

Tel 01446 730406 


SLIMLINE 

STAIRLIFT 

VGC for standard 
straight stairs. Comes fit¬ 
ted and guaranteed by 
trained engineer. £750 

Tel 01446 711739 


TWO SEATER 
SETTEE 

Ercol Winidsor 
Renaissance, 
excellent 
conidition £300. 


Hunter Wood 
& Multi Fuel 
Stove 

Good condition 

£390. 

Tel 07813 011202 
(Pendoylan) 


Meccano 

Old and new, some 
boxed sets, various 
prices. 

Childs’ Rocking 
Horse Suit 18 months 
to 5 1/2 years £28. 
Tel 01446 772524 


LADIES SHOES 

Size 8, all new, 
£10-15 pair. 

All good makes, 
Gabor, Clarks, 
Padders etc. 

Tel 01446 773819,3,, 


INDESIT 

DISHWASHER 

12 place setting, 
good condition 

£80. 

Tel 01446 796581 


Old Dolls House 

Fully furnished, includes 
porcelain family £150 ono. 
Old Pine Armchair £50 ono 
Automatic Slumberland 
Single Bed /\s new, 
with memory foam 
mattress £2(X)ono. 

Tel 01656 723337 


Dimplex Electric 
Wood Burner 
Effect Stove 

1+2 Kilowatts with 
thermostat, excellent 
condition £60. 

Tel 01446 733089 
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Late penalty 
earns Dinas 
deserved draw 


AN excellent second 
half performance 
was the catalyst for 
Dinas earning a 
point from this 
game. 

The visitors almost 
got an early break¬ 
through when Dave 
Penikett found his broth¬ 
er Paul with a good 
through ball and he tried 
to lob Undy keeper 
James Smallcombe, who 
just managed to gather 
the ball at full stretch. 

The hosts were then 
awarded a free kick 
which was taken quickly 
by Tom Hooper but his 
effort was wide of the 
upright. 

Undy began to get 
their passing game going 
and they forced the first 
comer of the game which 
was gathered well by 
stand-in keeper for the 
game James Bloxham. 

At this stage Undy 
were playing the better 
football, keeping the ball 
better but the Dinas back 
four were well organised 
and kept them at bay. 

At the other end a dan¬ 
gerous looking cross 
from Nicky Bmce was 
grabbed just in time by 
Smallcombe as Paul 
Penikett closed in. 

A deep cross from 
Undy’s left back Gyles 
Thompson found striker 
James Barnes but his 
shot was off target. 

However, on the 25- 
minute mark Undy drew 
first blood when a cross 
from the right was head¬ 
ed home by Michael 
Jones to take the lead. 

A lengthy injury time 
out was then taken by 
Dinas' speedy winger 
Carlos Indjai when he 
fell awkwardly, but was 
okay to continue after 
treatment. An even spell 
of play then followed up 
to halftime with Undy 
just about deserving their 
lead at the break. 

Dinas came out firing 
on all cylinders for the 
second half and had a 
good chance in the first 
minute when Indjai laid 
the ball off to Tony 
Herrin who hit a firm 
shot which just skimmed 


Undy Athletic 

2 

Dinas Powys 

2 


the upright. 

They then brought on 
recent signing Barry 
King for skipper Paul 
Dawes and Dinas kept up 
the pressure. A fine ball 
from Nicky Bruce put 
Dimitri Fallas through on 
goal but his effort was 
wide when perhaps he 
should have scored. 

The hosts were still 
dangerous at times and 
Bloxham made a fine 
save tipping the ball over 
the bar from one of the 
opposition’s strikers and 
the ensuing comer was 
dealt with by the Dinas’ 
defence, and at the other 
end a powerful shot by 
Fallas from 25 yards 
brought a good save from 
Smallcombe. 

The visitors were 
growing in confidence all 
the time and equalised 
with 15 minutes remain¬ 
ing when, from a Nicky 
Bruce corner, the ball 
was half cleared to Dave 
Penikett who drove it 
back in, hitting the cross¬ 
bar and Paul Penikett 
was quickest to react to 
slot the ball into the cor¬ 
ner of the net. 

King then played a 
good ball through the 
channel to Fallas but 
Smallcombe just got to it 
first. 

From a throw in, the 
ball came to left back 
Connor Parsons who 
brought a good save from 
Smallcombe with a low 
shot, but as Dinas 
pressed for the winner 
they had centre-back 
James Marr to thank 
when Bloxham slipped 
and the ball was rolling 
towards the goalline but 
Marr got back to hook it 
away just in time. 

Against the mn of 
play, Undy took the lead 
again when a ball 
through the middle was 
hit sweetly by Martyn 
Phillips from 16 yards 
giving Bloxham no 
chance for 2-1 with just 
12 minutes left. 

Dinas then introduced 
their second substitute. 


Sam Stewart, replacing 
Connor Parsons, and they 
kept plugging away to try 
and get something from 
the game. 

A free kick from Ryan 
Garland was just too 
close to the keeper who 
gathered with the Dinas 
attack closing in. 

They were not to be 
denied however. King 
using his pace to get to a 
through ball and was 
chopped down as he was 
about to shoot, Penikett 
slotting the loose ball 
home, but the referee 
blew up for a penalty 
instead of allowing the 
goal. 

Regular penalty taker 
Fallas stepped up and 
drove the ball low to the 
keeper’s left to make the 
final score 2-2, a result 
Dinas definitely deserved 
for their dominant sec¬ 
ond half showing. 

Dinas travel to play 
Cardiff Corinthians on 
Saturday, November 30, 
2pm kick off. 

Squad: 1 James 

Bloxham, 2 Nicky Bruce, 
3 Connor Parsons, 4 
Dave Penikett, 5 James 
Marr, 6 Tony Herrin, 7 
Paul Dawes (c), 8 

Dimitri Fallas (1), 9 Paul 
Penikett (1), 10 Carlos 
Indjai, 11 Ryan Garland, 
12 Barry King, 14 Sam 
Stewart. 

PETER KING 


Barry boy’s 
success 

ON Sunday, 

November 25, 
the world organi¬ 
sation of martial 
arts athletes 
(Womaa) held a 
tournament in 
Ely, Cardiff, to 
raise money for 
Diabetes UK. 

Jenson Rees (7), a 
pupil at St Helen’s 
Junior School, 
attended as part of 
WFKO Kickboxing club. 

Jenson took a very respectable third place for his 
weapons pattern. Later on in the day Jenson entered 
the semi-contact point fight and fought through the 
rounds to take a well deserved second place! LR 



‘Barnstorming’ 
form shown by 
Cowbridge 
under-8s team 


COWBRIDGE 
under-8s travelled 
to Glamorgan 
Wanders for a 
round robin which 
also included Dinas 
Powys. 

On a muddy pitch 
reminiscent of the late 
1970s, Cowbridge began 
the day against Dinas 
Powys, in what turned 
out to be a dominant 
Cowbridge performance. 

Osian Bruce opened 
the scoring with a switch 
move with Sam 
Sheppard, which was fol¬ 
lowed swiftly by a strong 
run by Henry 

Whitehouse setting up 
Ned Rees to score. 

Osian then scored 
again following good 
approach work by loan 
Phillips, and Henry 
Davies sprinted down the 
line, passing to Harry 
New who was on hand to 
score. 

Ned Rees twice set up 
tries for Henry 

Whitehouse with mazy 
runs through the Dinas 
defence and Osian added 
to his tally following a 
further switch move. 

Dinas managed a cou¬ 
ple of scores but 
Cowbridge were on good 
form and Sam sniped his 
way over to extend the 
lead. Henry Davies then 
raced in to score from the 
halfway line. 

Finally, a barnstorm¬ 
ing run and offload by 
loan set Joe Davies away 
to dash in and wrap up 


the scoring. 

Final score 10-2 to 
Cowbridge. 

In game two, 

Cowbridge took on 
Glamorgan Wanderers 
who took an early lead. 
Cowbridge then sprang 
into action with loan 
continuing his direct run¬ 
ning giving Joe space to 
sprint to the corner. 

A weaving run from 
Henry Davies gave 
Henry Whitehouse a fur¬ 
ther score and an arcing 
run from Joe opened up 
the defence yet again. 

With a more relaxed 
interpretation of the 
rules, it was really turn¬ 
ing into a try-fest as 
Glamorgan came back 
with tries of their own. 

Ned picked up a loose 
ball to sidestep and run in 
a try and loan set up Joe 
who outpaced the 
defence to score. 

Harry and Paddy 
Whitestone both scored 
opportunistic tries with 
Ned also running in from 
close range. 

loan once again com¬ 
bined with Joe, who 
scythed his way through 
to score and loan was 
justly rewarded with his 
own try, beating the last 
defender with a sidestep. 

Osian maintained his 
outstanding form this 
season notching up a fur¬ 
ther three tries, demon¬ 
strating his blistering 
pace. 

Final score 13-5 to 
Cowbridge. 

PS 


No end to hockey 
team’s winless run 


WITH only the 1st XI in 
action, Penarth Hockey Club 
endured a winless weekend 
after falling to the combined 
Cardiff and Met ‘B’ side in a 
closely-fought encounter. 

Penarth’s frustrating run stretched 
to five games following a rare home 
defeat that sees them drift seven 
points away from the promotion posi¬ 
tions in the De Cymru & The 
Marches division of the Davis Wood 
Hockey League. 

The Vale side started well, buoyed 
by the addition of a newcomer who, 
just a few short weeks ago, was play¬ 
ing for the opposition’s ‘C’ team in a 
4-2 defeat by Penarth. With both 
teams looking equally adept, the first 
half proved to be an enthralling 
encounter, as good hockey ensured 
that chances were created at both 
ends. 

Chris Baker came closest to break¬ 
ing the deadlock with two efforts on 
goal, and Penarth had a further 
chance, only for Sam Wooding to 
prove unable to get a touch on the 
line. 

The second half was a more cagey 
affair, ultimately decided by a few 
moments of class by the visitors, who 
scored two good goals midway 
through the period. Baker again went 
closest for the Bears, only to see his 
effort saved by the Cardiff ‘keeper, 
with the ball looping onto the roof of 
the net when it could just as easily 
have gone in. 

The end of the game was slightly 
farcical, as Penarth’s new addition 
received a yellow card on his debut 
for what appeared to be a strong but 
fair challenge, and Cardiff were then 


reduced to ten men after seeing a yel¬ 
low for persistent fouling on Baker 
which, in truth, had gone on all day. 

The visitors were then reduced to 
nine men after a very harsh red card 
was produced following a collision 
for a 50-50 ball, but, despite a brief 
two-man advantage, Penarth were 
unable to pull a goal back and, 
indeed, almost conceded a third after 
a penalty stroke was awarded against 
Tom Harran for illegally stopping the 
ball on the line. 

Although the penalty was ultimate¬ 
ly flicked wide, the game still ended 
in a 2-0 defeat for Penarth, who 
remain fifth in their division. With 
games against supposedly two weaker 
opponents to follow before the 
Christmas break, the Vale side will 
look to bounce back immediately, 
knowing that they are only a single 
point behind the teams in third and 
fourth overall. 

This weekend sees both the 1st and 
2nd XIs in action against Whitchurch, 
with the senior side on the road 
against the opposition’s ‘B’ team and 
the seconds hosting their now famil¬ 
iar ‘E’ team rivals at Barry Sports 
Centre. 

Penarth Hockey Club always wel¬ 
comes new, old and returning players, 
umpires, supporters, friends and 
helpers regardless of age and ability. 

Training takes place on the artifi¬ 
cial turf at Barry Sport Centre every 
Wednesday, with the juniors in action 
between 6-7pm and seniors between 
7-8pm. 

Further information can be 
obtained from club secretary Dave 
Stevens: d_stevens81 @hotmail.co.uk. 

CL 


Bonus point hut 
Llantwit RFC 
fall to defeat 


ON Saturday, 
Llantwit Major 
first XV made the 
journey to 
Nantymoel for a 
league fixture. 

It was certainly an 
action packed and on 
occasions controversial 
game that saw Llantwit 
come away with a los¬ 
ing bonus point thanks 
to a last minute try and 
conversion. 

Both sides signaled 
their intent early on that 
they wished to play 
open and expansive 
game of running rugby. 
An early transgression 
from Llantwit resulted 
in a penalty for 
Nantymoel that was 
duly converted. 

Following this 
Llantwit were spurred 
into action with some 
strong running particu¬ 
larly from Marcus 
Pearce who, on occa¬ 
sions, resembled a 
wrecking ball ploughing 
his way through defend¬ 
ers. 

The game then 
became a battle of aerial 
tennis for a short period 
before Ryan Evans took 
the ball and made a 
strong break that needed 
three defenders to bring 
him down; he was ably 
supported by a number 
of forwards but alas 
after a patient build up 
the referee called a 
knock on, leaving 
Nantymoel to breathe a 
sigh of relief and they 
cleared their lines effec¬ 
tively. 

With the winter sun 
at their backs Llantwit 
made use of an up and 
under that caused uncer¬ 
tainty amongst the 
defending Nantymoel 
team. But against the 
run of play, due to a 
lapse in concentration, 
the home side broke 
away for an unconvert¬ 
ed try. 

Llantwit continued to 
compete for everything 
on the floor and Matt 
Roberts came to the fore 
on a number of occa¬ 
sions which resulted in 
a penalty for Llantwit 
and a yellow card for 
the home side for per¬ 
sistent infringements at 
the breakdown. Ryan 
Evans duly slotted for 
three points. 

The home side col¬ 
lected their own kick off 
and threatened to score 
right away but again 
good work at the break¬ 
down resulted in clear¬ 
ance of the threat. 
Llantwit were given a 
second penalty which 
again Evans struck well. 

Erom the following 
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kick off another lapse in 
concentration from the 
travelling side resulted 
in another try for 
Nantymoel. To their 
credit Llantwit did not 
become worried and 
continued to play out 
the first half at tempo, 
which it seemed the 
hosts were struggling to 
contend with. 

The second half 
began with an early 
penalty award for 
Llantwit but there was a 
delay in taking the 
penalty due to a clash 
involving Stephen 
Howells, who appeared 
to have been knocked 
out. 

A selfless act must be 
mentioned when Geraint 
David stopped follow¬ 
ing the whistle and 
immediately dropped to 
his knees to check that 
Stephen wasn’t wearing 
a gum shield or hadn’t 
swallowed his tongue. 

When play resumed 
Ryan Evans duly con¬ 
verted a monster penalty 
that was at least five 
yards inside Llantwit’s 
half and it seemed to 
have had the legs to go 
at least another ten such 
is the siege gun boot of 
Evans. 

It appeared that the 
travelling side had been 
spurned into action by 
the halftime team talk 
which quite simply had 
been “blast them at the 
breakdown and be 
patient”. There was cer¬ 
tainly some blasting 
done and Nantymoel 
were feeling the force. 

Unfortunately it was 
again against the run of 
play that the home side 
broke free and score 
their third try of the day 
which was unconverted. 

Many side’s would 
have capitulated at this 
point and leaked more 
tries, but not Llantwit; 
they remained focused 
and believed that in the 
last 20 minutes the 
result could be sal¬ 
vaged. 

As with all pressure 
situations mistakes do 
creep in and it was last 
gasp tackles from the 
likes of Andrew 
McNichol that kept 
Nantymoel out. 

Then controversy 
crept in; with Llantwit 
hard on the attack Dan 


Earrell was tackled 
without the ball and 
wrongly retaliated and, 
through something the 
referee saw, he was 
given a red card. 

The resultant penalty 
allowed the home side 
to clear their lines. 
Llantwit remained 
patient and again found 
their way back in the 
home side’s 22, only for 
the bullocking Rhys 
Davies to be the victim 
of what appeared to be a 
tip tackle that only 
received a yellow card. 

The game continued 
end to end and with 
Shaun Shea also receiv¬ 
ing his second yellow 
card of the season, 
Llantwit were down to 
13 men for the last peri¬ 
od of the game. 

Not to be denied a 
bonus point Matt 
Roberts split through 
the cover defence from 
a text book move to 
score under the posts 
with Ryan Evans con¬ 
verting. The last move 
of the match meant 
Llantwit lost 20-16, but 
got a well deserved 
bonus point. 

The small, but very 
vocal travelling contin¬ 
gent of Llantwit fans 
can count themselves 
proud that their shouts 
of encouragement 
spurred the boys on to 
keep trying until the 
death. 

All coaches and man¬ 
agement agreed that 
they were happy with 
the efforts and the char¬ 
acter of the squad but 
again it was the key 
word of frustration at 
some of the silly mis¬ 
takes that had been 
made. This Llantwit 
side has the capability, 
skills and knowledge to 
beat any side on its day 
and is not that far from 
becoming a finished 
article. 

The squad has a week 
off now before the build 
up to the eagerly await¬ 
ed local derby at home 
to Cowbridge on 
December 7. It is hoped 
the people of the Vale 
whether Cowbridge, 
Llantwit Major or just 
neutral, come out and 
support a great occasion 
that local derbies are. 

NE 


Rugby club 
fundraiser 

LLANTWIT Major Rugby Club under¬ 
lbs and Major Music are putting on an 
evening of sport and live music at the 
Rugby Club on Friday, December 6 from 
6pm. 

Money raised will go towards the under-16s 
spring tour and Major Music; a charity based in 
Llantwit offering young people musical opportunity. 

The under-16s team will kick off against a South 
African touring side at 6pm, then at 8pm there will 
be an evening of live music from young musicians. 

Artists will include, Tom Colgan, Georgia 
Earman, Lucy Tregadon and groups Aphelion and 
Stiff Richard. Tickets are £2 and are available from 
any under-16 team member or on the door. There 
will also be a raffle on the night. 

AJ 
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LLANDOW KART CLUB - NOVEMBER 2013 RESULTS 


Champions decided after season¬ 
ending races throw up drama 

THE final round of Llandow Kart Club’s sum- son, and the trancated campaign made for a tense title 
mer championship was fought out in some unex- battle between veteran Paul Saunders and Danny 

pectedly pleasant late-autumn conditions, with Griffiths. . 

a full slate of classes contesting the end-of-sea- Th® contenders each won a heat, with their nval next 
son silverware across the line, but, m the final, Saunders knew what he 

In all, 66 drivers signed up for the 60-point bonus on “ ^ * in older to win his first tide in 10 years, 
offer (oi contesting the last round, and were rewarded . ^though fifft wouM have done, he fought 
with some close cWtition, both on track and in the h® could by winning 

final standings ^ ahead of Jack Hixon, who took third m points. 

Bambino regulars Nathan Browning and Ella Stevens y"® ®‘®™®‘* *®atT"j"l "f 

werejoinedby the returning Jett Woodfield and all three S Niil Vto fif* “ 

drivers continued to improve on their times. At the end V cu j:- ^ a c ■ 

of the day. Browning md Stevens earned gold awards, „ f®*'’ ™''®d for the find round of the Senior 

with Woodfield picking up a silver. £ championship leader, but did not have 

While Cadet Sumbels were slightly reduced, that did S'"? °T " i’ 

not lessen the fierce competition on track. Once again Y'’" 

split into three categoriel with two lAMEs and six "“S'®® '’®"f *® f‘"S' ^ ^ ^ , 

Comers joining 17 Hondas, the heat wins were shared , f ®“‘"? t^®® [”‘"1'®“ "ccond- had m give best 
around ^ to Sebastian Hutchinson m race two, and then decided 

Tom Rawlings twice claimed Comer honours against “ ‘® ®°"‘®'" *® “ *® '®"®“>®®'g® 

Max Fenlon’s lone success, Ethan Ling, Ross Deal and . v . v u a u 

Joshua Martin each came out on top of the Honda , Th"' “ H,"t®h‘"™" Henderson home, 

hordes, while Shay Keough rules lAME. ®'"S""f *"■“ ” rS? ? ” n 

In the final, however, it was all about the champions ^sMey Lewis completed the podium ahead of champi- 

elect, as Ling fought his way through the leading ^oup “"tSiTtoax nV^ZnerfSent at the final round 
to take the chequered flag just ahead of Rawlings. Oscar „, ' runners present at the rmal round, 

Ferguson and Tom Canning joined Ling on the Honda ® S‘®"® * October appearance decided th^itle m 
podium, while Joshua Davis ind Conno? Kearney com- ‘"''ff®"'’ f Coombs and Simon Wheeler. 

Dieted the Comer too three Although the mam championships have now con- 

Keough completed a sweep of the lAME class with a ^l^ded for another year, Llandow Kart Club will wrap 
comfortable margin over Jenson Watts. Martin and Deal 2013 calendar with the traditional Celtic 

finished second and third in the overall Honda stanffi Challenge on ^ 

ings, while Davis and Fenlon did likewise in Comer. RESULTS 

Junior Honda produced seven runners but, with the BAMBINO: Gold award, Nathan Browning (CRG), 
title on the line, all eyes were directed just behind the Ella Stevens (CK). Silver award, Jett Woodfield. 
front of the field, where Ben Stevens romped away with CADET HONDA: 1. Ethan Ling (Project One;) 2. 
four race wins. Oscar Eerguson (Project One); 3. Tom Canning (Project 

Having missed two rounds in the height of summer. One); 2013 champion: Ethan Ling, 
however, Stevens was always going to be up against it CADET COMER: 1. Tom Rawlings (Zip); 2. Joshua 
in terms of the championship, and Cristiano Nardone Davis (Zip); 3. Connor Kearney (Zip); 2013 champion: 
did just enough with three top four finishes to snatch the Tom Rawlings. 

crown by a meagre four points! Kristian Prosser and CADET lAME: 1. Shay Keough (Zip); 2. Jenson 
Ainsley Shea-Godden completed the November podium Watts (Zip). 

meanwhile, with Shea-Godden also taking third in the JUNIOR HONDA: 1. Ben Stevens (7Kart); 2. 
overall standings. Kristian Prosser (7Kart); 3. Ainsley Shea-Godden (MS); 

The Honda ranks were reduced by one as Tom 2013 champion: Cristiano Nardone. 

Croydon used the meeting to make his Junior Rotax JUNIOR TKM: 1. Ryan Edwards (Tonykart); 2. 
debut, and the newcomer showed well, with three top Yousuf Ashraf (Jade); 3. Joe Phillips (Jade); 2013 
four finishes. Heat honours, however, were shared by champion: Yousuf Ashraf 

Rob Ellis and David Spiller, before Ellis pulled away to JUNIOR ROTAX: 1. Rob Elhs (Kosmic); 2. David 
win the final by nearly eight seconds. Spiller (Alonso); 3. Tom Eord (Hamilton); 2013 cham- 

Having been ever-present, and a contender each time, pion: Rob Ellis. 

Elhs was also a comfortable champion, pushing Spiller MINI MAX: 1. Brandon Patrick (Kosmic); 2. Joe 
- who missed three meetings - into a distant second Pritchard (Tonykart); 3. Ceran Sokhi (Kosmic); 2013 
place. champion: Ceran Sokhi. 

Tom Eord, who doubled up in Honda and Rotax on SENIOR HONDA: 1. Danny Griffiths (MS); 2. Jack 
the day, completed the podium in the final, while the Hixon (7Kart); 3. Paul Saunders (7Kart); 2013 champi- 
absent Harry Andrews rounded out the championship on: Paul Saunders. 

top three. SENIOR ROTAX: 1. Daryl Henderson (Gillard); 2. 

In the Minimax class, which again ran with the Sebastian Hutchinson (Tonykart); 3. Ashley Lewis 
Juniors, Brandon Patrick and Joe Pritchard shared the (CRG); 2013 champion: Josh Collings. 
heat wins, before Cadet graduate Patrick returned to the 55^"^(Honda Cadet), 
top of the podium in the final. It was the class’ other two 
mnners who filled the top two championship positions, 
however, with ever-present Ceran Sokhi getting the bet¬ 
ter of Jodie Handford. 

Junior TKM always appeared to be going Ryan 
Edwards’ way after he claimed victory in all three heats, 
but reigning Welsh champion Yousuf Ashraf was sure to 
want a say, having endured a torrid time in the qualify¬ 
ing races. Come the main event, however, it was 
Edwards again, pulhng out an eight-second advantage 
by the flag, with Ashraf and Joe Philhps completing the 
podium. 

With Edwards having missed three rounds, however, 
it was Ashraf who added the club title to his year’s haul, 
ahead of Alex Rees and Louis Beaven. 

Senior Honda appeared on the bill for the second 
consecutive month after something of a chequered sea- 


DRIVER OE THE 
Honda). 


DAY:Ben Stevens (Junior 

Report: Craig Llewellyn 



Vauxhall Corsa 
Energy 16v 

1 lady owner, 
excellent condition, 
60k approx, CD, e/w, 
a/c, alloy wheels, 
MOTd to 2014, taxed. 

£2,000 

02920 707901 


07 Renault 
Laguna 2.0 CDi 

Tax & MOT June 2014, 
excellent condition, 

6 speed diesel, very 
economic big car 

£2,600 
01446 746729 
07946 643898,,, 


04 Peugeot 307 
HDis 2.0 Diesel 
3-Dr Hatchback 

206,000 miles, 

11 months MOT, 

5 months Tax. 

£750 ono 
07801 259251 


FortJ KAOS Plate 
Black 1.3 cc 

12 months MOT, 
very economical and 
reliable, 80k miles 

£750 ono 
07813 132919 


01 Nissan 
Micra 1.0 

Silver, 49,000 miles, 
MOT May 2014, 
Service records 

£700 ono 
01446 710365 


LAST-GASP DRAMA 
FOR SULLY BOWLERS 


SULLY indoor 
bowlers welcomed 
visitors OGWR to 
the Sully Stadium 
last Saturday, and 
were confident of 
producing a posi¬ 
tive result having 
beaten OGWR 
convincingly in the 
opening game of 
the season at their 
Bridgend Rink. 

After the opening 
five ends Sully found 
themselves behind by 
four shots, 22-26, 
which was totally unex¬ 
pected but over the next 
five ends Sully fought 
back to take the lead by 
three shots, 53 - 50. 

At this juncture only 
the rinks of Dave 
Wright and Brian 
Griffiths were keeping 
Sully in the game, both 
leading by 12 shots 
each. As the game pro¬ 
gressed Wright and 
Griffiths’s rinks contin¬ 
ued to play well and by 
the 15 th end had 


increased their leads by 
16 shots and 19 shots 
respectively. 

Ken McLeod’s rink 
had come back strongly, 
scoring nine shots 
through ends 11 to 13 to 
lead 17-9, helping Sully 
to maintain their three 
shot lead, 86-83, after 
15 ends; but Sully’s 
other three rinks 
skipped by Phillips, 
Snelling and Foscolo 
were struggling against 
decent OGWR rinks, 
and although playing 
some good bowls, were 
continually finding 
themselves on the 


receiving end of telling 
bowls from the opposi¬ 
tion skips. 

After the 20th end 
the score favoured the 
visitors who led by one 
shot - and that’s when 
the match came to an 
exciting conclusion. 

Only the rinks of 
Wright and Phillips 
were left on the green 
with OGWR holding a 
three shot advantage, 
but a brilliant end of 
bowling by the rink of 
Dave Wright, Clive 
Collins, Joe Coles and 
Steve McKernan picked 
up four shots, putting 


Sully ahead by one shot. 

The rink of Fred 
Phillips, John Ackland, 
Roy Richards and Mike 
Davies were left with 
the task of holding the 
shot to win the match, 
and although the Sully 
boys bowled excellent 
final bowls they were a 
shot down with the 
match heading for a tie. 

However, with his 
final bowl, Phillips 
played a perfect shot to 
move the jack and make 
two shots, giving the 
game to Sully by three 
shots and 16 league 
points. FP 


Sea View Lads - plenty 
to look forward to! 


FISHING has been improving 
recently for the Sea View 
Lads, with some decent 
blonde rays as well as dogs 
coming in. 

The coming month will see anglers 
out in force competing in several 
prestigious events. On Sunday, 
December 1, the J Little open will be 


held; proceeds go to charity and this 
event is always well supported so be 
there. Check at your local tackle shop 
or on our website for details. 

Club members will be fishing the 
two legs of the Christmas competition 
and also attempt to lift either the 
Wyndham Page or Eddie Frost 
Trophies - one big question is will the 
cod show? 


Bridgend Hockey: weekend results 

THE club suffered some disap- Men’s Thirds Swansea 4-1 Bridgend, 

pointing defeats, but there was a Bridgend Thirds 0 - 3 IT was a tough game against 
crushing victory too. Whitchurch. Swansea City away, losing 4-1. 

Men’s Firsts BRIDGEND played some of their Ladies 2nds 

Marlborough 2 -1 Bridgend, best hockey in this fast and furious Bridgend 9-1 Whitchurch 
BRIDGEND left early to make the ^he table clash against Saints. 

lengthy trip to Marlborough. Wlutchurch, and were certainly jjig ^^st 10 minutes 

However, the drive seemed to ""Sn^Sst Bridgend Ladies found their game 

take it out of them, as they were enced^side ^which wls^smarting and stepped up the play, 
un^le to overcome the^ hosts. with excellent goals from Miriam 

Bndgend pded on the pressure season, and fielded by a club of far Beckinsale (4), Terri Llewellyn (2), 
towards the end but it was far too lit- membership dian Bridgend, Cerys Ruddal and Charly Morris (2) 

the game was evenly contested they scored nine against the 
although Bridgend had territory Whitchurch side, 
advanrtage in the early exchanges. Midfield and forwards worked 
Pressure from Whitchurch result- well together leaving defence not 
ed in two more late goals, but having to do much. 

Bridgend can be pleased with the Our highest score the season! 
The full side wasn't available due team effort shown against such Excellent hockey was played and 
to injuries. Cardiff Uni B beat strong opponents. showed in the results. 

Bridgend Boys 4-0. Ladies’ Firsts Emily Phillips 


tie far too late. 

Men’s Seconds 
Bridgend 0-4 Cardiff Uni. 

A TOP of the table clash, saw 
Bridgend have a disappointing 
game. 



AM prices plus VAT & Road Fund Licence 


ff] WHITTLE ROAD, LEGKWITH INDUSTRIAL ESTATE. 

H CARDIFF CF11 SAT COFF HADFIELD ROAD) 

www.wattstvc.co.uk • Follow us on Facebook & IWItter 
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Skoda’s new Roomster 
delivers on its promise 


R oom is a necessity 
for families, and 
you don’t appreci¬ 
ate this until you become a 
parent. 

Thankfully, Skoda realises this 
and its Roomster, which reminds 
me of a Pope mobile thanks to 
the styling at the rear, has bags of 
space (up to a cavernous 1,780 
litres - quite something for a 
small MPV). 

Its seats have 20 configura¬ 
tions so that no matter what 
you’re transporting the optimum 
amount of room can be used. 

For instance, if bicycles are 
being carried then perhaps one of 
the rear seats might be removed, 
but if rubbish is being taken to 
the tip then the whole lot can be 
taken out. 

Usually, I have to make an 
exploratory trip to every vehicle 
I test before daring to show it our 
enormous tandem pushchair but I 
didn’t bother with the Skoda. On 
lifting the large hatch, it fits per¬ 
fectly with room to spare. In fact 
there is almost enough room for 
some shopping. But more about 
that later. 

What I love about Skodas is 
that they always feel well built 
and robust. The Roomster Scout 
is no different. Once behind the 
wheel you quickly forget its 
shape. 

“There’s so much light inside 
due to the particularly large rear 
windows,” my wife Caroline 
notes. They are larger than the 
square edged front ones, which 
remind me of those on an old 
Saab 900 as you can see in the 
video at testdrives.biz. 



The Skoda Roomster 

There’s a five speed manual 
gearbox but no engine stop/start 
and yet the 1.6-litre diesel engine 
will return a very respectable 
60mpg. 

Just as well, because it has a 
demanding weekend ahead. On 
the Saturday we take it to the 
north of Hampshire to visit some 
art exhibitions and as ever, time 
is imperative. Quickly, I get used 
to the driving position, which is 
slightly higher than in a standard 
car m^ing it good for overtak¬ 
ing and providing an added sense 
of security. 

The driver’s seat seems com¬ 
fortable enough but extra 
padding in the lower lumbar 
region would be beneficial. 

I like the layout of the dash in 
this Scout version which is fairly 
simple and easy to navigate. The 
leather steering wheel, gearknob 
and handbrake give a welcome 
feeling of luxury. 

Generally, it’s got enough 
oomph to hold its own but strong 
winds and hills can slow 
progress a little. 

The following day, we visit 
London and make our way once 
again down the dreaded M3, 


reaching the capital by 1pm. 
During our trip I notice that 
there’s a bit of wind noise 
through the driver’s door but this 
is the only complaint. It’s fast 
and efficient and transports all 
my family in comfort. 

Parking is easy enough and 
the fact that we can travel with 
the tandem pushchair does make 
walking around London with our 
two girls much easier. 

After enjoying our day we 
return late at night and find the 
map reading lights to be particu¬ 
larly useful. We always get con¬ 
fused when trying to head out of 
the capital but thankfully suc¬ 
cessfully retrace our steps from 
Southwark. 

We decide to head home along 
the A3. Now, this is a very poor¬ 
ly-lit main road indeed and the 
Roomster’s headlights could cer¬ 
tainly be stronger, although full 
beam is effective but not appreci¬ 
ated by oncoming motorists. 

We return home for midnight 
with our two girls flat out in the 
rear. The Roomster scores highly 
for its versatility and ruggedness 
and certainly makes a very wise 
used buy. It would be pretty 
exceptional if the little faults 
were improved, too. 

New price: £9,990-£16,195. 

Facts at a glance. 

Top speed: 112mph. 

0-60mph: ll.Ssecs. 

Economy: 60.1mpg. 

Power: lOSbhp. 

Watch the video at www. test- 
drives, biz. 


I ON AND OFF THE TURF with Brian Lee | 

Wales’ most prestigious 
race attracts support 
of the home nations! 


T he early closing entries stage for 
the 57th running of the Welsh 
Grand National at Chepstow on 
December 28 has attracted 88 horses 
representing England, Ireland, Scotland 
and Wales. 

Seven horses currently represent Irish trainers, 
Willie Mullins and Tony Martin with Silver By 
Nature entered by the Scotland-based Lucinda 
Russell. 

Welsh counterparts - Rebecca Curtis, Evan 
Williams, Tim Vaughan, Peter Bowen, Dai 
Burchell and Debra Hamer - have multiple 
entries for their yards. Rebecca’s duo include. 

Tea For Three and Boyfromnowhere, with the for¬ 
mer finishing a gallant second in last year’s epic 
battle against the Michael Scudamore-trained 
Monbeg Dude. 

Somerset trainer, Paul Nicholls, dominates the 
entries for the £100,000 Coral Welsh Grand 
National with seven likely contenders that include 
Tidal Bay, The Minack, Join Together, Rocky 
Creek, Poungach, Sam Winner and Hawkes Point. 

Emma Lavelle’s Highland Lodge heads the bet¬ 
ting, albeit a very open contest at this stage, he 
ran a good race on his seasonal reappearance at 
Wincanton in October finishing a close second to 
Standing Ovation. 

Another interesting entry is the intriguing Wyck 
Hill (16-1 with Coral), owned by IP McManus 
and trained by David Bridgewater. Both will be 
hoping for a significant improvement in form for 
the nine-year-old gelding. 

Alfie Sherrin and Storm Survivor, from the 
Jonjo O’Neill stable complete McManus’s triple 
entry in the prestigious race run over three miles 
and five furlongs. 

Gates open at 10am for Chepstow’s biggest 
race meeting of the season with a £190,000 total 
prize-pool. The seven race card comes under 


starters orders at 12.05pm with the last race at 
3.35pm. 

The Welsh national anthem will be sung by 
Britain’s Got Talent finalists, Richard and Adam. 
They will be joined on the day by Welsh sporting 
legends, celebrating a fantastic year for Welsh 
sport, and racegoers will be able to have their 
photograph taken with the Six Nations trophy, 
which will be on display throughout the day. 

Tickets can be purchased on the day or visit 
chepstow-racecourse.co.uk for more information. 

Safferano scores for Tim 
ABERTHIN’S Tim Vaughan is the lead¬ 
ing trainer at Fakenham and last week 
he brought his total of wins at the 
course to 15 when his seven-year-old 
Safferano got home by half-a-length 
from Burns Night. 

Both horses finished up joint-favourites at 7-4 
and Safferano was ridden by Richard Johnson 
who is the top rider at the track. 

Evan’s Chepstow winner 
LLANCARFAN trainer Evan Williams 
took the opening PC Air Conditioning 
Supporting Paul’s Place Novices’ 

Hurdle at Chepstow last Friday with his 
seven-year-old Going Concern, which 
ploughed through the heavy ground to 
score by two-and-half lengths from 
Reverb. 

Backed from 12-1 to 10-1, Going Concern was 
ridden by stable jockey Paul Moloney, who later 
made it a double when winning the PP Electrical 
Systems Supporting Paul’s Place Handicap 
Hurdle for Mrs Sarah Leech. 


OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK, EXCEPT BRIDGEND WHICH IS OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • WHEEL ALIGNMENT SPECIALISTS 
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www.cettlotyres.co.uk 


OUR WIIMTER TYRES 
COME WITH A GREAT 
FUEL SAVING OFFER. 


w^hen you 
Buy Goodyeai^ 
Winter tyres: 


TYRES EXHAUSTS BAHERIES BRAKES SUSPENSION NOT NITROGEN INaATKM 
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57 AUDI Q7TDI Quattro SE 5-Dr. Diesel, Auto, 
Sat Nav, Full Black Leather, Cruise & Climate 
Control, FSH, Huge Spec, 92K. 


07 RANGE ROVER Sport 2.7TDV6 HSE 
5-Dr. Met Blue, Diesel, Auto, Sat Nav, 22 Inch 
Alloys, Full Cream Leather, Huge Spec, 89K 


06 FORD Focus 2.5 ST-2 3-Dr, Met Orange, 
FSH, Air Oon, Privacy Glass, Alloys, MFSW, 
GD Player, 51K 


06 BMW 3 Series 320d M Sport 4^Dr 2.0. Met 
Black, Diesel, FSH, Cruise & Climate Control, 
MFSW, CD Player, 70K 


58 CITROEN C4 Grand Picasso 1.6 HDI16V VTR 
Plus 5-Dr. Met Grey, Diesel, Full Citroen Service 
History, Cruise Control, MFSW, Air Con, 56K 



10 SEAT Leon, 1.6 TDi CR SE 5-Dr. Red, 
Diesel, 1 Owner, FSH, Cruise & Control, 78K 



10 CITROEN C5 2.0 HDI 16V VTR+ (160) 
4-Dr. Met Black, Diesel, Sat Nav, FSH, Cruise 
& Climate Control, Parking Sensor, 88K 



56 VW Golf 2.0 Sport TDi 5-Dr. Met Silver, 
Diesel, Alloys, Air Con, CD Player, 
EA/Vindows, C/Locking, 81K 



55 MAZDA RX8 4-Dr (231) 1.3. Met Blue, Full 
Cream Leather, Air Con, Alloys, CD Player, 82K 


£5,990 


60 FIAT Punto EVO 1.4 Multiair 16V 
Sporting (135) 3-Dr. White, 1 Owner, FSH, 
6 Speed, MFSW, AirCon, 37K 



£7,190 


£6,790 


£5,990 


£2,690 


£6,990 


735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk cf 6^3 2nw ^ 


A.B Service 







Vehicle Remapping 
From £ 149 - 1 -VAT 

Eco Tune - Fuel Economy gains of up to 17%. 

Performance Tune - performance gains of up to 35%. 

50/50 -Increase fuel economy & power. 


Car 

Diagnostics 


DPF Removal 
from £199.99 + VAT 


01446735561 

Mon-Fri 

8.30am-5.30pm 

Saturday 

8.30am-1pm 


All 

credit cards 
accepted 


WlH \ 




CARDIFF ROAD, BARRY, VALE OF GLAMORGAN CF63 2NW r 

www.abservicecentre.co.ufc Tel. 01446 735561 
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NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 



11 VW Scirocco 2.0TDi GT 

In white. 43,000 miles with sunroof, ete. 

£15,695 



57 FORD Focus 1.6 Style 58 VAUXHALL Astro 1.9 CDTi 55 KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 

5-Dr, Met Blue, 67,000 Miles, Air Con 5 -Dr, silver, 33,000 miles, diesel 5-dr, black, 76,000 miles, 1 lady owner 

£3,995 £6,495 £5,995 

JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


59 PEUGEOT 207 S 1.4 5-Dr 

In Silver, 32,000 miles, A/C 

£5,295 



60 VW Transporter T30 
2.0 TDi SWB 

Red, 17,000 miles with windows, 

5 seats, alloys etc 

£17,995 



61 SAAART Four Two 
Passion 1.0 MHD 

Met Grey, very low miles, with stop/start. 

£6,995 



04 MINI Cooper (Pepper) 

In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 owner with 
a/c, very nice example 


RANGE Rover Sport 2.7 Diesel HSE. Auto in silver with black 

leather, nice example at.£17,995 

VW Transporter T30 2.0TDi SWB. In red, 17,000 miles with 5 

seats, windows, alloys etc .£17,995 

VW Scirocco 2.0TDi GT. In white, 43,000 miles with sunroof, 

etc, under VW warranty .£15,695 

MAZDA 6TS2 Diesel 2.2 5-Dr. in met grey, 52,000 miles, new 
shape with extras.£7,995 

TOYOTA Aygo Ice 5-Dr. In white, 3,000 miles with leather trim, 

a/c etc .£7,495 

SMART Four Two Passion 1.0 MHD. In silver, very low miles 

with stop/start, sat nav etc.£6,995 

HYUNDAI 2.0 Coupe Sill. In met Silver, with black leather, 

47,000 miles.£6,995 

FORD S-Max 1.8 Diesel Zetec 7 Seater. In silver, 82,000 

miles, very nice example at .£6,995 

FORD Ka 1.4 Diesel Zetec In bright met blue, 29,000 miles, 1 

owner, fantastic MPG.£6,795 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi Design 5-Dr. In silver, 33,000 

miles diesel at.£6,495 

PEUGEOT 308 1.6 Diesel Sport Estate. In black, 43,000 

miles, full glass roof.£6,495 

FORD Mondeo 2.0 TDCi Edge Auto. In blue, 31,000 mile 

diesel, in very nice condition .£6,495 

SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 3-dr. In burnt orange, 20,000 miles, low 

insurance.Reduced to £5,995 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique. New shape, 62,000 

miles, in met silver.£5,995 

RENAULT Clio 1.5 DCi (86) Dynamique 3-dr. In black, 33,000 

mile diesel .£5,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style+ (New shape) 5-Dr. In silver, 34,000 

miles with a/c.£5,995 

SEAT Leon 1.6 Stylance. In met gold, 57,000 miles, stylish 

family hatch .£5,995 

KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 5-dr. In black, 76,000 miles, 1 lady 
owner, diesel 4x4 at .£5,995 


MERCEDES A150 Classic SE Blue Efficiency. In black, 

25,000 miles. This is a rare 3 door model at.£5,695 

FIAT Panda 1.2 Mylife. In red, 5,000 miles, 1 owner, low 

running costs.£5,495 

SMART FourTwo Passion. In black/silver with stop/start, 

13,000 miles, 1 owner .£5,495 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi 5-Dr. In Silver, 58,000 miles, 

2 owners .£5,495 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi Coupe. In black, 63,000 miles, 2 

owners, very attractive at.£5,495 

DODGE Caliber 2.0 SXT Auto. In black, 27,000 miles, leather 

heated seats etc.£5,495 

PEUGEOT 207 ‘S’ 1.4 5-Dr. In silver, 32,000 miles, a/c, etc . . 

.£5,295 

FORD Ka 1.2 Style+ In ice blue, 43,000 miles, £30 road tax, 
low insurance.£4,995 


FORD Fiesta 1.2 Diesel Zetec Climate 5-Dr. In met blue, 

39,000 miles, £30 road tax.£4,995 

SAAB 9.3 Convertable (Linear 150) In black with cream 
leather, 52,000 miles.Winter Price £4,995 


VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Breeze Automatic. In black, low 

mileage, 1 owner.Reduced by £300 to £4,695 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Design Coupe. In met silver, 50,000 

miles. Stylish hatch .Reduced to £4,695 

MERCEDES C200 Diesel Avantgarde SE Auto. In light met 

blue, 89,000 miles .£4,695 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Club 3-Dr. In silver, 54,000 miles, low 

insurance.£4,495 

FORD Fiesta 1.4 Diesel Ghia 5-Dr. In black with leather, trim 
£30 road tax.£4,495 


60 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 

3-dr. Burnt Orange, 20,000 Miles, Low Ins. 

£5,995 


04 MINI Cooper (Pepper). In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 owner with 
a/c, very nice example.£4,495 

53 MINI One Automatic. In silver, 66,000 miles, with leather trim, 

panaramic roof etc.£4,495 

08 MAZDA 2 1.4TS2 3-dr. In red, nice bright local car at .£3,995 
57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-dr. In silver, low insurance with 

a/c, alloys, CD .£3,995 

57 FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In met blue, 67,000 miles with 

a/c.Reduced to £3,995 

57 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 M Play 3-Dr. In red, 61,000 miles, low 

insurance.£3,995 

57 MAZDA 6TS2 2.0 Diesel (143) In pacific blue, 68,000 miles, 1 

owner.£3,995 

56 TOYOTA YarisT3 1.3 3-Dr. In black, 50,000 miles, with alloys 

.£3,995 

05 FORD Fiesta 2.0 St. In red, 55,000 miles, 2 owners, nice 

example at.£3,995 

07 CITROEN C2 Cool 1.4 In black, 32,000 miles, low insurance, 

bluetooth etc .£3,695 

03 LEXUS iS200 SE Automatic, In black, 62,000 miles, 2 owners 
very nice example at .£3,695 

05 RENAULT Megane 1.9 Diesel Convertable Dynamique In 

black, 50,000 miles with a/c.£3,495 

05 FORD Focus 1.6 Ghia In met grey, 60,000 miles, 1 owner 

.£3,495 

08 SMART FourTwo. In white (new shape), £30 road tax, low 

insurance.£3,295 

06 MAZDA 6 TS 2.0 5-Dr. In met blue, 74,000 miles, 

2 owners .£2,995 

55 MITSUBISHI Colt 1.5 Sport 5-dr. In black, 71,000 mis £2,995 

54 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6 T3 VVTi 3-dr. In silver, 78,000 miles. 

Stylish hatch .Reduced to £2,995 

04 SAAB 9.3 Aero 210 BHP. In black, 77,000 miles, very nice 

example at.£2,995 

04 VAUXHALL Meriva1.7 Diesel Enjoy In silver, 62,000 miles 

.£2,995 

04 SUZUKI Wagon R 1.3 GL+. In met blue, 31,000 miles, 2 

owners.£2,995 

53 SMART City Passion Convertible Auto. Red/silver, 39,000 

miles, 1 owner, FSH.£2,995 

03 FORD Fusion ‘3’ 1.6 In black, 18,000 miles, 1 local owner, with 
extras.£2,995 

52 JAGUAR X-Type 2.5 SE 4WD Auto. In ice blue with grey 

leather, 64,000 miles .£2,995 

55 CITROEN C4 1.4VT Coupe In black, 58,000 miles, low running 

costs .£2,795 

53 FORD Fiesta Ghia 1.4 5-Dr. In silver birch, 76,000 miles .... 

.£2,795 

05 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Expression Auto 5-dr. In met red, 56,000 

miles .£2,695 

04 SUZUKI Ignis 1.5 Sport. In silver, 66,000 miles with Racaro 

seats, white alloys etc .£2,495 

53 SMART City Passion 700CL Auto. In met pink/silver, 54,000 

miles, nice example at.£2,495 

52 FIESTA 1.3 LX 5-Dr. In met blue, 56,000 miles, 2 local owners, 

low insurance.£2,495 

52 FORD Fiesta 1.3 Finnese 5-dr. In red, 63,000 miles, 1 local 
owner, low insurance.£1,995 



06 SAAB 9 , 3 Gan«ald 3 fe|liie(r 15 q 

In black with cream leather 52,000 miles 

£4,995 



09 HYUNDAI 2.0 Coupe S111 

Black Leather, 47,000 Miles 

£6,995 



60 FORD Ka 1.4 Diesel Zetec 

Bright met blue, 29,000 miles, 1 owner, 
fantastic mpg 

£6,795 



04 MERCEDES C200 Diesel 

Light met blue, 89,000 miles 


RBC 

WARRANTIES 

All cars su 

Just a small sel 

with AC, 2 owners .£4,495 heated seats etc .Reduced to £1,695 

pplied 'with ne'w AAoT and 3 months EtAC 'warranty. 

rection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our vNrebsite for full details. 

Rac 

WARRANTIES 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry Train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUtT All • 0% DEPOSTT FINANCE AVAILABLf • All CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AH MAX>R CREDfT CARDS TAKEN 



MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 




^ black orsp 
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Disabled footballers 
win international 


PENCOED SCHOOL IN ‘THANK 
YOU’ TO NEW KIT SPONSOR 


TIM ALLEN, managing director 
of Svitzer Marine Services, is pic¬ 
tured presenting Tommy Reffell 
of Pencoed School year-10 with a 
set of sponsored rugby jerseys. 

Mr Allen kindly agreed to sponsor the 
kit after watching his son Morgan play 
for Pencoed in the Wales Rugby League 


Champion Schools Final at the Gnoll, 
Neath last year. 

The side have won this competition for 
three consecutive years and have also 
gone on to reach the quarter-finals of the 
British Cup. 

In rugby union, the team reached the 
last eight of the Welsh Schools under-14 


Cup in 2012/2013, while nine players are 
in the current Bridgend and District 
under-15 Dewar Shield Squad. 

The playing squad, along with coach 
Mr Ian Poley, would like to thank Mr 
Allen and Svitzer for the sponsorship, and 
look forward to making good use of the 
kit as the season continues. 


An epic encounter sees 
Pencoed share the spoils 



Matthew John kicks for Pencoed Seconds. 
PICTURE BY JULIE HANCOCK 


PENCOED created 
a couple of early 
chances in this game 
against Bryncoch 
but the home line 
stayed intact. 

Young back row for¬ 
ward Tom Burke pinched 
a Bryncoch throw in the 
Pencoed 22 for Ken 
Morris to clear to 
halfway, and Burke was 
again in the action with a 
timely interception 
breaking up a home 
foray. 

Pencoed then went 
close, with blindside 
wing Liam Halse break¬ 
ing the gain line in mid- 
field before supporting 
full back Tom Cross 
made ground to feed left 
wing Leyton Williams 
who was grounded just 
short! 

Pencoed were scrum¬ 
maging strongly and 
drove the home eight 
back at a close up scrum, 
No8 Rhys Watkins 
adjudged to have been 
held up over the line by 
the match official. 

The home side then 
lost back row forward 
Grabham to a yellow 
card, and Cross opened 
the scoring from the 
resultant penalty goal. 

Pencoed forwards 
Dano Howells and leuan 


Watkins then carried well 
from the restart for 
Pencoed to return to the 
home 22, and second row 
Ashley Halse was again 
held up over the try line. 

Pencoed were not to 
be denied however and 
following another strong 
scrummage, No8 

Watkins got the touch¬ 
down. 

Approaching the inter¬ 
val Pencoed then conced¬ 
ed a soft score, referee 
Mark Davies indicating 
advantage Pencoed when 
the ball was needlessly 
kicked away for the 


home side to swiftly 
counter and send left 
wing Ben Bromham over 
in the corner much to the 
chagrin of the Pencoed 
support. Pencoed led 5-8 
at the break. 

Pencoed centre Lloyd 
Ryland made a break 
early in the half for Glen 
Hiscocks to take play 
into the home 22, where 
a driving maul ensued for 
Pencoed to get their sec¬ 
ond try from the resultant 
scrum pushover, No8 
Watkins claiming his sec¬ 
ond try. 

Bryncoch skipper 


Ahtletic Seconds keep 
their unbeaten record 


THE two remaining 
undefeated teams in 
the district league 
clashed at 

Newbridge Fields. 

It was the Athletic 
Second XV who came 
away with the spoils with 
a comprehensive 54-12 
victory, outscoring their 
rivals by eight tries to 
two. 

They have now won 
all nine games this sea- 


Bridgend Athletic Second XV 54 
Llanharan Second XV 12 


son with 383 points for 
and 117 against and a 
haul of 59 tries for and 14 
against. 

In a very impressive 
all round team perform¬ 
ance, Michael Hathaway 
led the way with a try 
brace, while there were 
single touchdowns for 
Wayne Fookes, Callum 
McCleod, Dan Howells, 


James McGrath, Steve 
Jones and William 
Williams, who joins 
Harry Griffiths as the 
leading try scorer on 
eight. 

Captain Tom Cole 
converted seven of the 
tries and is the leading 
points scorer with 85. 

AB 


Craig Thomas reduced 
his side’s arrears with a 
penalty goal on 50 min¬ 
utes. Cross then put his 
side into the home 22 
with a 40 metre penalty, 
and Pencoed scored the 
try of the match from the 
lineout, centre Ryland 
showing good sleight of 
hand to put blindside 
wing Keith David racing 
through the midfield to 
score at the posts, and 
Cross converted for what 
looked a comfortable 20- 
8 lead. 

Pencoed were then to 
press the self destruct 
button from the next two 
restarts, attempting to run 
the ball back at the home 
side from within their 
own 22 and getting 
turned over on each 
occasion, centre Thomas 
the beneficiary with a 
brace of tries and a con¬ 
version, and the match 
was now evenly poised at 
20 - 20 ! 

A late drop goal 
attempt from the home 
side drifted agonisingly 
wide, before the Pencoed 
backs threatened, unfor¬ 
tunately the final pass not 
going to hand. 

Pencoed will reflect 
on a match where per¬ 
haps a more territory-ori¬ 
entated approach at 20-8 
going into the last quarter 
may have protected their 
lead; alas the ‘red, white, 
& blues’ had to settle for 
two match points in the 
end. 

The club now look 
forward to their 125th 
year celebration match 
against Glamorgan 
County Rugby Football 
Club this coming 
Sunday, December 1, at 
the Recreation Ground, 
2pm kick off. 

This Friday 

(November 29), on the 
eve of the Australia 
game, the club host a 
‘Past & Present’ players 
evening with comedian 
Jeff Alvey - the club look 
forward to welcoming 


everyone. 

PENCOED 2ND 
XV 11 

PONTYCYMMER 
2ND XV 8 

As the scoreline would 
suggest this Mid 
Glamorgan District 
League Division 1 
match was a closely 
fought affair through¬ 
out. 

The big visitors pack 
posed problems early on 
for Pencoed with their 
forceful driving play giv¬ 
ing them the lead; how¬ 
ever the Pencoed pack 
gradually brought the 
home side back into the 
match and a strong sec¬ 
ond half performance 
was just enough to get 
valuable league points 
and stay in contention at 
the top of the table. 

Pencoed skipper Gary 
Money led by example 
and got the home try, 
while the efforts of his 
front row earned crucial 
penalties. 

There were a number 
of good individual per¬ 
formances from Pencoed 
with centre Gareth Dyer 
particularly prominent at 
centre, with young scrum 
half Tom Daniel coura¬ 
geous in defence against 
the imposing Garw val¬ 
ley forwards. 

Front row forward 
Christian Powell, playing 
on this occasion in the 
back row, smashed into 
the opposition with great 
effect and with the 
Pencoed scrum on top 
after the interval, hooker 
Dewi Jury took a number 
of balls against the head. 

Outside half Matthew 
John showed good con¬ 
trol and was chosen as 
Pencoed player of the 
match. 

The 2nd XV now 
break for the internation¬ 
al weekend before their 
scheduled return to 
league action at 
Bryncethin on Saturday, 
December 7. TR 


RECENTLY, 
Bridgend Disabled 
Footballers sailed 
over to Jersey to 
compete in Jersey 
Games five-a-side 
tournament. 

In total, there were 
four teams in Group B 
and three teams in Group 
A. Our team was put into 
Group B where we had to 
face Coventry, Cheshire 
and Jersey. 

The first game against 
Coventry saw goals from 
the whole team as we 
won 9-0. In the second 
game, we came up 
trumps again with an 8-0 
win against Cheshire, 
and though the last game 
was a tougher one, we 
won 4-1 against Jersey. 

After scoring 21 goals, 
winning three games and 
only conceding one goal. 



Above: The Bridgend Disabled Eootballers 
saw success in Jersey recently. 


we won gold in our first Andrew Churchill for a 
international. job well done. After a 

Congratulations go to successful trip, Kelly 
Corey Baker, Emma Hall is already booking 
Matthews, Mark the team in for next year. 

Burrows, Mel Laaser, 

Tracey Kempster and PH 


Kenfig lose out 
in close game 





CWMLLYNEELL 
opened the scoring 
almost straight 
from the kick off in 
this game against 
Kenfig Hill with a 
well taken try by 
Alex Wilkins, but 
they missed the 
conversion from in 
front of the posts. 

Kenfig Hill attacked 
from the restart and were 
rewarded with a penalty 
by outside half and cap¬ 
tain Nicky Giles. 

The game continued 
at pace and Cwmllynfell 
scored their second try 
through scrum half Scott 
Gibson, although he was 
assisted by some woeful 
attempts at tackling by 
Kenfig Hill; Rory 
Morgan-Davies convert¬ 
ed the tiy. 

Kenfig Hill came 
straight back and some 
excellent passing in a 
move which went the 
length of the field, saw 
right wing Ben Clarke 
go over in the corner. 

The Kenfig Hill pack 
were having a good 
game, gaining some 
good possession but the 
home side broke away 
and sliced their way 
through the covering 
defence with Justin Levy 
scoring; Giles replied 
with a penalty for 


Ben Clarke crosses the line for Kenfig Hill. 
PICTURES BY PETER GILLING 


Kenfig Hill but Nathan 
Ace took advantage of 
more defensive lapses 
by the Mules to score a 
try. 

Giles scored a penalty 
for Kenfig Hill on half¬ 
time. 

Kenfig Hill were put 
under pressure at the 
start of the second half 
with a series of scrum¬ 
mages and rucks and 
mauls close to the line, 
but the Mules pack stood 
up well and forced their 
way downfield and were 
attacking the home 
side’s line when a pass 
was intercepted by 
scrum half Scott Gibson, 
who ran the length of the 
field to score; he con¬ 
verted his own try. 

Cwmllynfell scored 
their final try when Dan 
Jones forced his way 


over from a forward 
melee close to the line. 

Kenfig Hill never 
gave up and were 
rewarded with a try by 
scrum half Tom Briggs, 
converted by Giles, who 
added a further penalty 
before the final whistle 
for a final score of 
Kenfig Hill 24, 
Cwmllynfell 34. 

Steve Gillard and 
hooker Karl Davies both 
had outstanding games 
for Kenfig Hill, while 
special mention and 
praise must be heaped 
on the ‘Maestro of 
Omnibus 
Perambulation’ , 
Douglas "Sat Nav” 
Evans, who not only 
found his way to the 
ground but also man¬ 
aged to get us all home 
after the game! GOS 
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TIME TO END THE CYCLE OF 
HEROIC, NARROW DEFEATS... 


Can the Welsh Dragon ftnalfy 
shake off the Wallaby hoodoo? 


BACK PAGE 
COMMENT 

by Don John 


A fter an 

“ugly” 

Friday 

evening display at 
Cardiff’s 
Millennium 
Stadium that was 
as drab and grey 
as the Welsh 
team’s strange 
new strip (which 
resembled some¬ 
thing out of Star 
Trek!) Warren 
Gatland was keen 
to play down both 
the scrambled 17- 
7 win over Tonga 
and his own land¬ 
mark total of 100 
international 
Tests as a head 
coach. 

Despite showing no 
fewer than 11 changes 
from the team that 
had routed Argentina 
by 40-6 the week 
before, Wales were 
expected to comfort¬ 
ably dispose of the 
Tongan hit men, and 
make it seven wins 
out of seven since the 
two nations first 
clashed at Teufaiva on 
June 12,1986. 

Coincidentally, typ¬ 
ical South Sea Islands 
warriors who take no 
prisoners and give a 
whole new meaning to 
the ‘chop tackle’, lost 
that opening skirmish 
7-15; and the follow¬ 
ing five by 16-29 
(RWC 1987), 9-18 in 
1994,12-46 in 1997, 7- 
51 in 2001 (both in 
Cardiff); and 20-27 
(RWC 2003). 

Overall, Wales had 
amassed a total of 186 
points to Tonga’s 71 - 
but even so, the ‘Sea 
Eagles’ could not be 
taken lightly, having 
beaten France twice 
(notably the 19-13 win 
at the 2011 Rugby 
World Cup in 


Wellington) and 
stunned Scotland 21- 
16 in Aberdeen last 
year. 

Their battle hon¬ 
ours also included a 
16-11 win over 
Australia at Brisbane 
back in 1973, and 
with so many now 
playing at the highest 
level around the 
world, they were 
expected to provide a 
stern test of the 
much-changed young 
Welsh team’s strength 
in depth. 

And so it proved, 
with Wales almost 
immediately losing 
lineout possession and 
then having a try by 
scrum half Lloyd 
Williams disallowed 
as the Tongan defend¬ 
ers battled manfully 
to protect their line, 
before being stretched 
wide and then suc¬ 
cumbing to a penalty 
in front of their posts 
by Leigh Halfpenny. 

Welsh pressure, led 
from the front, as 
ever, by exemplary 
match skipper Ryan 
Jones, again told 
when debutant centre 
Owen Williams 
scythed through for a 
try converted by 
Halfpenny - and the 
new-look backline, 
orchestrated for once 
by James Hook (in his 
favoured outside-half 
position), again com¬ 
bined to send the 
other new centre, 
Ashley Beck, over in 
the corner, following 
an incisive run by 
wing George North. 

When Halfpenny 
converted from the 
touchline to push 
Wales ahead 17-0, 
with just 24 minutes 
on the clock and with 
Tonga almost exclu¬ 
sively preoccupied 
with defence, the issue 
seemed not to be in 
doubt. 



ABOVE: Owen Williams and (right) Ashley Beck were on 
the scoresheet for a much-changed Welsh team on Friday night. 
PICTURES BY HUW EVANS AGENCY 


However, a sudden 
lapse in concentration 
and, crucially, missed 
tackles proved Wales’ 
undoing as Tonga’s 
Wasps wing Will Helu 
angled through 
untouched for a con¬ 
verted try under the 
posts, to make the 
halftime score 17-7. 

The change-over 
saw Wales unaccount¬ 
ably spurn kickable 
opportunities to 
increase the score and 
thwarted, in an 
increasingly scrappy 
second half, by having 
three more ‘tries’ dis¬ 
allowed. 

First, lively teenage 
wing Hallam Amos 
was denied a debut 
try by a foot in touch; 
then returning second 
row Luke Charteris 
lost the ball in the act 
of crossing the line; 
and George North too 
was frustrated when 
his touchdown was 
ruled out because of 
an obstruction. 

The incidents epito¬ 
mised a dreary 
encounter that was 
more stop than go, 
dominated by persist¬ 
ent problems and 
lengthy delays at the 
scrum, that the refer¬ 
ee failed to firmly 
address, and which 
helped ruin any hope 
of a spectacle for the 
46,523 spectators on a 


chilly autumn night. 

A bleak statistic 
was that in the first 
half alone, the ball 
was in play for a mere 
11 minutes - all of 
which called into 
question the rationale 
(other than the need 
to swell WRU coffers) 
of a ‘friendly’ fixture 
fraught with risk - 
and yet with little to 
gain in a rugby sense 
- at a time when the 
Welsh squad was 
already hard hit by 
injuries and with¬ 
drawals by leading 
players. 

“We’ll take the win, 
but it was a game I 
will forget about pret¬ 
ty quickly,” Gatland 
admitted. “We won’t 
review it too much, 
put it behind us, and 
concentrate on 
Australia next week.” 

His relief at having 
emerged from the 
potential danger zone 
without suffering fur¬ 
ther casualties was 
palpable - but at least 
it had been an oppor¬ 
tunity to test the met¬ 
tle of younger fringe 
players, particularly 
in the problem centre 
and wing positions - 
before announcing the 
team to face Australia 
in Saturday’s autumn 
finale at the 
Millennium Stadium. 

There can be no 


denying the impor¬ 
tance to the Wales 
camp of this needle 
rematch with the men 
from Oz, who have 
now won eight times 
in a row against 
Wales - all but one by 
a bare handful of 
points. The last four 
were in 2012 alone: 
on June 9, the score 
was 27-19; on June 
16, it was 25-23; on 
June 23, it was 20-19, 
and on December 1 it 
was 14-12. 

The closing stages 
of both the latter 
match in Australia 
and last autumn’s 
clash in Cardiff, were 
arguably the most 
dramatic of all, with 
Wales each time 
poised on the brink of 
an epic first victory 
over Australia since 
the 21-18 triumph in 
2008 (Grand Slam 
year and Gatland’s 
first in charge), but 
denied at the death. 

Who though can 
forget that December 
encounter at the 
Millennium Stadium? 
With less than half a 
minute to full time 
and Wales 12-9 ahead 
(thanks to four 
Halfpenny penalties) 
and seemingly well in 
control, the embattled 
Wallabies, who had 
been penned deep in 
their own half, sud¬ 



denly launched a dev¬ 
astating counter 
attack - which saw 
Kurtley Beale racing 
away for an uncon¬ 
verted try to snatch a 
14-12 victory. 

The gallant Irish 
tasted something of 
the same despair on 
Sunday, being pipped 
24-22 well into injury 
time by New Zealand, 
who came off the 
ropes in Dublin to 
deny the heartbroken 
men in green an his¬ 
toric first win over 
the world champions. 

It was a timely 
reminder (should that 
be necessary) to 
Wales, as they pre¬ 
pare to lock horns 
again with Australia, 
that against the big 
three from the south¬ 
ern hemisphere, there 
can be no let-up in 
all-out effort and con¬ 
centration right up to 
the final whistle. 

They will have been 
encouraged by 
Scotland’s battling 
display against 
Australia, who though 
showing improvement 
since the loss to 
England, laboured to 
a narrow 21-15 win at 
Murrayfield on 
Saturday. 

However, the men 
from Oz always seem 
to raise their game a 
notch or two against 


Wales, who will be 
braced for yet anoth¬ 
er close-fought contest 
in a series that 
stretches way back to 
December 12,1908, 
when the First 
Wallabies were edged 
out 9-6 in Cardiff. 
Wales won six of the 
first eight meetings 
between the two - but 
over the years, the 
pendulum swung and 
the reality is that they 
have now lost 25 out 
of the 36 games 
played, with one 
notable match drawn 
- 29-29 in autumn 
2006 at the 
Millennium Stadium. 

Total points scored 
(Wales 536, Australia 
834) graphically illus¬ 
trates the gap that has 
existed between the 
two. 

Still, as pragmatic 
Gatland himself has 
reiterated, that is the 
past and history is 
there to be written 
afresh by his young 
charges. Who can 
doubt that, notwith¬ 
standing the list of 
walking wounded, 
they are arguably bet¬ 
ter equipped than any 
Welsh side since the 
golden ’70s to loosen 
the iron grip exerted 
by southern hemi¬ 
sphere giants - and 
finally end the long, 


frustrating cycle of 
heroic narrow defeats. 

WALES team v 
Australia: Leigh 
Halfpenny (Cardiff 
Blues), Alex Cuthbert 
(Cardiff Blues), Owen 
Williams (Cardiff 
Blues), Scott Williams 
(Scarlets), George 
North (Northampton 
Saints), Dan Biggar 
(Ospreys), Mike 
Phillips (Unattached), 
Gethin Jenkins 
(Cardiff Blues), 
Richard Hibbard 
(Ospreys), Rhodri 
Jones (Scarlets), Alun 
Wyn Jones (Ospreys), 
Ian Evans (Ospreys), 
Dan Lydiate (Racing 
Metro), Sam 
Warburton (Cardiff 
Blues, Capt), Toby 
Faletau (Newport 
Gwent Dragons). 

Replacements: Ken 
Owens (Scarlets), 

Ryan Bevington 
(Ospreys), Samson Lee 
(Scarlets), Ryan Jones 
(Ospreys), Justin 
Tipuric (Ospreys), 
Rhodri Williams 
(Scarlets), Rhys 
Priestland (Scarlets), 
Liam Williams 
(Scarlets). 


















